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> Ham Radio at the 
Zaca Fire 


mateur Radio operations in the 

giant California Zaca Wildfire have 
wound down as flames are brought under 
control. Amateur Radio operators from 
throughout California’s Santa Barbara 
and Ventura Counties assisted during 
the wildfire. The blaze started 04 Jul 
and burned over 240,000 acres before 
it was contained 02 Sep, making it the 
second largest wildfire in California 
state history. 

With the response now winding 
down, some of the statistics coming in 
are amazing, especially for Amateur 
Radio. For example, members of the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
volunteered over 850 combined man- 
hours during the course of the firefight. 
Amateur Radio operators worked at the 
Forest Service base camp, staffed road 
blocks, answered phones at the Forest 
Service information call center, drove 
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Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline ~ 


fire patrols, and set up communications 
at a Red Cross shelter until phones could 
be installed. Amateur Radio operators 
also served as observers and communi- 
cators in aircraft flown by the Sheriff’s 
Aero Squadron. Some of these positions 
were staffed around the clock for days 
at a time. 

On 03 Sep, Amateur Radio operators 
spotted a new fire just outside the burned 
area. They reported it to fire crews who 
quickly sent in air tankers to put it out. 

A total of 45 ARES operators 
responded from Santa Maria, Lompoc, 
Santa Ynez Valley, and Santa Barbara, 
and mutual aid resources from Ventura. 
The Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
coordinated its response through the 
county Emergency Operations Center 
where their station kept in constant 
contact with field units and relayed infor- 
mation from the field to officials in the 
Emergency Operations Center. 

— ARNewsline 


FCC Lowers Vanity 


Call Sign Fees 


he FCC reduced the regulatory fee to 
obtain or renew an Amateur Radio 


vanity call sign by more than 40 per- 


cent 17 Sep 2007. In a Report & Order 
released 06 Aug 2007, the Commission 
reported it would reduce the fee from its 
current $20.80 to $11.70. This marks the 
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lowest fee in the history of the current — 


vanity call sign program. 


According to the ARRL Letter, the 
FCC is authorized by the Communica- — 


tions Act of 1934 to collect vanity call 


sign fees to recover the costs associated ~ 


with that program. This fee has fluctu- 
ated over the past 11 years from a low 
of $12 to a high of $50. 

In the Report and Order on the Assess- 
ment and Collection of Regulatory Fees 
for Fiscal Year 2007, the FCC anticipates 
some 14,700 Amateur Radio vanity call 


sign applications during the next fiscal 


year. This means that it expects to collect 
$171,990 in fees from the program. 
— ARRL, ARNewsline 


«> Jamboree on the 
Air2007 


he SOth anniversary of scouting’s 

Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) is 
20-21 Oct. 

JOTA is the largest official scouting 


event in the world with an expected _ 


500,000 participants. It is open to Boy 
and Girl Scouts, making it one of the 
few joint events between the two scout 
organizations and one of the few inter- 
nationally sponsored events. 

Amateur Radio has been an important 
aspect of JOTA. To find your nearest 
local council, visit www.scouting.org 
or www.girlscouts.org/councilfinder to 
locate your nearest Boy or Girl Scout 
council. If they have no Amateur Radio 
station planned, you might want to think 
about volunteering your time and gear to 
bring one on the air. 

Additional information about Jambo- 
ree on the Air is online at www.scout. 
org/jota. Listen for a special JOTA 2007 
preview in coming weeks with Mark 


Abramovich, NT3V, on Amateur Radio 


Newsline. 
— RSGB, ARNewsline 


Kentucky OSO Party 


he Western Kentucky DX Associa- 
tion will host the Kentucky QSO 
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400Z Saturday. 10 Nov — 0600Z 
, 11 Nov 2007. If questions, con- 
rry T. Johnson; wh4kli@arrl.net 
sit www.wkdxa.com for additional 
fafoeaetion. 

oe al Renee DX Association 


. Bim Pioneer William 
Snyder, WOLHS — 
SK 


illiam D. Snyder, WOLHS, a pioneer- 
ing filmmaker, and prolific Amateur 
Radio author died Friday, 14 September. He 
was 90. Snyder was best known as one of 
Fargo North Dakotas’ earliest professional 
film directors. He was responsible for more 
than 800 documentaries, commercial spots 
and educational and technical films. In the 
world of Amateur Radio, Snyder will best 
be remembered as the WorldRadio colum- 
nist writing the “Digital Bus” column, and 
for his participation in the Gatti Hallicraft- 
ers Expeditions from 1947 through 1948 to 
the Mountains of the Moon in East Africa. 
He was active for many years on RTTY, 
CW, Packet and on the Ham satellites. He 
held DXCC-RTT Y/Digital with 243 coun- 
tries confirmed. 

Snyder first learned the art of filmmaking 
after graduating from Fargo Central High 
School in 1935, when he. moved to Holly- 
wood to work for the Technicolor Motion 
Picture Corp. He returned two years later to 
attend North Dakota State University, and 
served four years in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corp. After getting out of the service in 
1946, he sailed to Africa on a series of trips 
sponsored by Hallicrafters working as a 
cameraman and a radio operator. 

Bill Snyder Films made more than 80 
award-winning films, including “Cry 
of the Marsh,” an educational film that 
documented dwindling wetlands. After 
retiring, Snyder still maintained his copi- 
ous files of historical archives. He founded 
a newsletter for Fargo Central alumni 
called The Cynosure, and served on the 
board of directors for Bonanzaville USA. 
He was an active supporter of the Fargo 
Film Festival, and executive director of ap 
Fargo Theatre. 

Snyder had surgery to repair an aortic 
aneurysm in July, and had been recovering 
well before succumbing to pneumonia. 

— WD@AKO, ARNewsline 
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lease help us welcome the newest 
members of our Lifetime Sub- 
scriber Family: 


Pe 


e Ezra Bartee, NSEFE 
Lakeport, MI 

¢ Stephen Kight, KG@DQ 
Mondamin, IA 

e Lee Shoblom, K6ADA 
Prescott, AZ 

e Bruce Heald, WA6SXN 
Henderson, NV 


I’m sitting at the computer, trying to 
decide what subject to cover in the EdLog. 
November brings the Thanksgiving 
holiday to mind; my first inclination is to 
write about being thankful about Amateur 
Radio and the wonderful opportunities it 
affords us by opening the radio waves 
to worldwide friendships. But the bands 
have been in the pits for a long time and 
the emotional climate of Amateur Radio 
is generally unsettled and it seems rather 
“Pollyannaish” to remind people to look 
on the bright side. 

[ was opening my mail, still pondering 
the EdLog topic, when I came across this 
email. It puts things in perspective and 
gives me an opportunity to put in a plug 
for a very important cause. 

Bill Lueck, W9BOK, writes: “Having 
just celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
my first heart transplant in 1987, I am 
acutely aware of the shortage of donor 
organs. After having my first transplanted 
heart until 2000, I needed a retransplant 
later that year. 

“Currently 92,000 people await the Gift 
of Life and the list is getting longer every 
month. They need the chance to live a better 
life, watch their children grow, or start their 
own new lives. I have been very fortunate to 
see these things and do these things. Some 
were very good and some not so good, but 
[ wouldn’t have missed either. 

“The time to talk about this with your 
family is now, before the tragedy occurs 
and you have to make that decision. 

“T have met both my donor families 
and have been speechless because of their 
generosity. | know I will never understand 
the depth of their loss, I only hope that it 
is eased by their kind and generous gift 
to others. 

Life is Good: PASS IT ON. 


If you are interested in learning more | will be forwarded to me. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


| 


about donation, you can goto http://www. 
unos.org for more information.” 4 

I used to think organ donation was 
creepy and something that I would never 
consider...until I had a personal experi- — 
ence that changed my way of thinking. - 
About twelve years ago I caught an 
air-borne virus that attacked my heart. 
I thought I had bronchitis and ignored 
the shortness of breath, tiredness and 
other symptoms for months. It got to the 
point where I thought I was having panic 
attacks because I would feel faint and 
dizzy when I was in stressful situations. 

I finally went to the doctor, who took 
an x-ray and said “You're going straight to 
the Emergency Room.” I said, “What if I 
don’t?” He replied that I would go to the 
ER one way or the other, either voluntarily 
now, or a couple days later with a toe tag. - 
Needless to say, I went home and packed a 
few things and went to the hospital. I was 
diagnosed with congestive heart failure 
(CHF) due to the damage the virus was 
doing to my heart. It took a few days to 
stabilize my condition before they could 
even do surgery. 

After the surgery, I was in the Intensive 
Care Unit with a half dozen cardiac/lung 
patients who were all on waiting lists for 
transplants. It opened my eyes to the gen- 
erosity and beauty of the organ donation. 
How ignorant I was to have thought that 
donation was gross and creepy! 

Thankfully, I made a good recovery 
and no longer have CHF. And thankfully, 
there are families who allow their loved 
ones who have passed away to continue 
to help others. This Thanksgiving would 
be a good time to discuss this issue with 
your family and friends. 

And “Pollyannaish” or not, take a 
moment to be thankful that we still have 
Amateur Radio, which allows us to put on 
our headphones and take a break from all 
the crazy things that are going on in the 
world. Remember to be kind to the person 
on the other end of the QSO or the CQ. 
You never know what they are battling. 

— Please keep in touch, either through 
our website www.wréwr.com, e-mail 
direct to me at nancy@tir.com, via 
editor@wr6wr.com, or postal mail direct 
to me at Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, 
Hadley, MI 48440. Mail sent to WR HQ 


at 2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 
& 
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CasualDX — Another Adventure 


“a 


Antarctica, S. Georgia, Falklands 


Marc Weinberg, K9PET 


s the name implies, CasualDX 
is about more than remote radio 
operations. It’s about adventure, 
often to remote locations, but it’s also 
focused on family and friends as much 
as being on the air. It’s about enjoying 
the excitement of travel, photographing 
special things, sharing the experience of 
being there and creating time to connect 
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David W3WKP, operating CW in Grytviken, S. Georgia, with our ship National 
Geographic Endeavour in the background. 


with the world via radio. 

My wife, Marion, and [ traveled from 
Seattle to Atlanta on 08 Feb 2007 for 
the first leg of our journey. We spent the 
night there and visited with my cousins 
the next day before being met by Jane and 
David, W3WKP. That night we boarded 
our overnight flight to Santiago, 4,720 
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miles south and two time-zones further 
east. David and I compared the weight 
of our carry-on luggage which contained 
all the important radio items we dared 
not put in the checked in luggage. We'd 
rather sacrifice our “long Johns” than our 
favorite radio toy. We were looking for- 
ward to joining Joan and Jim, W3ASA, in 
Santiago. They were traveling via Miami 
with a large group of Lindblad Expedi- 
tion travelers. Lindblad was our host for 
this adventure, as they had been when we 
ventured to the Arctic, Svalbard ’04 and 
the coast of Chile in ’05. I should also 
mention that CasualDX and Lindblad had 
supported Larry, NOUU, on his Pacific 
Odyssey in October, 2006 from Tahiti to 
Easter Island. 

Several large flights arrived in Santiago 
when we did and gathering luggage and 
clearing in took a long time as one might 
expect. Finding our Lindblad representa- 
tive was a real challenge, but comforting 
once we jumped on the pre-arranged bus 
to the Grand Hyatt Hotel where we joined 
the others who had arrived earlier via 
Miami. We were now a group of 110 chat- 
ting adventurers exchanging our histories 
of past expedition travel. 

At 5:00 a.m. the next morning we began’ 
the next leg of our journeywith a five-hour 
flight to Ushuaia with one brief stop in 
Punta Arenas for Argentine immigra- 
tions. In all, we had spent 18 hours in the 
air, over three days and covered 8,370 
miles or 13,480 km. 


| We departed Ushuaia the evening of 
11 March and our crossing of the Drake 
Passage was respectably calm compared 
to what might have been a miserable 
introduction to the ‘roaring forties.’ Next 
was Petermann Island at 65 degrees South 
which was to have been our southern- 
most venture until we sighted an “enor- 
mous” arched iceberg across the bay and 
“begged” our Captain to alter plans to 
take us there. That “berg” was located at 
65.13 degs. South and was about the size 
of a 15 story building occupying a New 
York City block — Wow! 

Radio contacts were far and few 
between, but supporters continued to 
update and encourage us via email in 
spite of the solar minimums. I had emails 
from Hawaii, Japan, Europe, Russia and 
South America as well as the States. For 
a few days sunspots were reported at “0.” 
During the early days, Thirty and Forty 
Meters were our only source of success 
on CW. Twenty, which we expected to 
be our best band, was silent. Contacts 
include Asiatic Russia, Czech Republic 
and surrounding area and a scattering 
of South American countries. After four 
days, and of course “Casual” operating, 
we had only 45 contacts in the log. These 
were almost all from late afternoon and 
evening operations on-board National 
Geographic Endeavour and therefore / 
MM — not exactly what we or our many 
listeners had hoped for. 

Since two shore-side attempts during 
this period yielded nothing, our rules of 
engagement changed to: We wouldn’t set 
up on shore unless we had made “day 
time” contacts from the ship. This elimi- 
nated needless effort on the part of the 
crew who was so willing to accommodate 
us by taking our table, chairs, two batter- 
jes and our SteppIR antenna ashore. 

A summary of success with Casu- 
alDX is measured by different standards 
than the traditional DXpedition of sheer 
numbers. It’s clear this trip rewarded us 
beyond our expectations. One person 
hoping for a contact wrote us via email 
and said, “It would be great to have a 
contact, but don’t despair if we don’t make 
it. Just realize how fortunate you are to be 
there and how few people ever get to see 
the part of the world you are exploring and 
enjoy every minute of it”” This was indeed 
comforting, since announcing our trip 
generates both interest in the world and 
an obligation on our part to perform. 


The CasualDX group (L to R). Marc, K9PET; Jim, W3ASA; and David 


W3WKP. 


Now several weeks after returning 
home, my mind is still ablaze with the 
colors, the mirrored images, the enormity 
and scale of icebergs (some 200-300 feet 
above the water and the length of a city 
block) with seven-eighths of it still hidden 
below the surface. It is only with the help 
of the more than 4,000 photos, the “Daily 
Expedition Reports,” the video chronicle 
of the journey, and careful reflections 


‘that I can begin to keep track of not only 


what we saw and did, but where certain 
memories were actually generated. We 
walked/hiked uphill through newly fallen 


’ snow listening to the crunch of our boots 


in search of a penguin colony. The birds’ 
toes gripped more firmly than our boots 
could during our ascent. When we care- 
fully felt our way down, they merely slid 
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on their bellies. 

If our visit to the many fur seal breed- 
ing areas had occurred during the mating 
season we would have had to exercise 
extreme caution as the frenzy to mate 
and assure their future would not have 
tolerated our presence in such close 
proximity. However, we learned to walk 
almost freely near the hundreds of “pups” 
and “juveniles” and paced our picture- 
taking to capture their mood and methods 
of exploring us. It’s clear how the term 
“pup” evolved, for the youngsters learned 
their pursuit skills by practicing on each 
other and us. They charged and groaned 
and pretended to attack us. Of course, if 
we ran, they would follow. I learned that 
the best way to get close was kneel down 
and wait or sit on a rock. Soon | could be 


Acro- Bat 


Ke) BP © 
The revolutionary new TEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 
Not affected by UV. Ladder line 
or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 
www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 
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Elvis, our crew chief, has plenty of help setting up our Big SteppIR Vertical. 


And not all of it was really helpful. 


surrounded by a dozen or more taking the 
challenge to sniff my feet or gently touch 
their teeth to the toe of my rubber boot. 
This was, indeed, one of the thrills that 
is now etched in my mind. 

On S. Georgia, even though our land- 
ings were on the lee (North/East) side, 
the dominant impression beyond the 
creatures was the “wind.” It was this 
gale force with 40+ knots that hindered 
our ability to set up our antenna or keep 
our table in place. This was disappointing 
because we knew many were waiting to 
hear from us. It was this same wind that 
required us to always wear our winter 
gear even when the sun provided some 
warmth. We frequently compared our 
efforts walking on the gentle slopes with 
Shackleton’s historic story of survival 
and strength, knowing full well that 
what he accomplished was truly amaz- 
ing. How could they have done it with 


HamTestOnline’ 


Web-based training for the 
ham radio written exams 


> Quick, easy way to learn. 

> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 

> Better than random practice tests. 

> Provides additional information. 

>» Presents concepts in logical order. 

>» Tracks progress on each question. 

» Focuses on your weak areas with 
‘intelligent repetition”. 

> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 

> Try our free trial. 


www.hamtestonline.com 


tattered clothes of wool after months of 
struggle against the seas and ice? Our 
only answers are great leadership, a will 
to survive, profound determination, and a 
universal bond to help each other through 
the ordeal. 

During the five days on S. Georgia, radio 
conditions did improve and our VP8 call 
signs elicited a wild response of enthusi- 
asm from EU, US and JA as well as SA 
and Africa. During one QSO we met Bob, 
VP8LP, in Stanley. He asked if he could 
meet us when we arrived there. Through 
emails we made the necessary arrange- 


ments and Bob arrived at the dock our first 


his home town Showing sights, just — 
as the others on board did on buses. After — 
visiting the highlights, Jim, W3ASA, and — 
I left our wives in the town to shop while 
we went to Bob’s to check out his shack. 
We used his FT1000MP and 3-el SteppIR 
Yagi to make a call. In seconds we were 
bombarded with replies on SSB; the clear- 
est and loudest indication that the world © 
was truly there. We returned to the ship — 
for lunch as Bob had an appointment. We 
promised to return at 3 p.m. 

At the prescribed time Dave, W3WKP 
(VP8DKG), Jim and I (VP8DJU) 
knocked on Bob’s door. For the next 
two hours we took turns on the air. The 
chorus of replies never stopped. We 
returned to our ship with boyish grins 
from having the kind of fun we had 
hoped for all along. Bob explained that 
for him, living there with a VP8 call was 
not the fun we had experienced, since it _ 
was impossible for him to have a friendly 
DX rag chew without the same barrage 
of interest that we had seen. Nonethe- 
less, it was our best day on the air anda 
CasualDX to remember. . 

To those who have voyaged with us, 
thanks for being on board. To those who 
have waited at home for a contact, thank 
you for your patience and dedication to 
our “flexible operating hours.” You can 
learn more at www.casualdx.com or 3 


contacting me at k9pet@arrl.net 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call 
' system as of 14 September 2007. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PRS000 

#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 

Fairfield Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245, toll free 888/225-5322, or see the website: www.wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 
0 KD@BOO 
1 KBIPKX 
2 KC2SAL 
3 KB3PRZ 
4 KI4ZKF 
5 KESQMK 
6 KI6LSQ 
7 KE7OTF 
8 KD8GYM 
9 KC9MDS 
N. Marianas KH@TE 
Guam NH2FR 
Hawaii WH7HL 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2GY 
Virgin Islands NP20G 
Puerto Rico WP4NVP 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


Group B/ Group A/ 

General Extra 
++ AC@JH 
++ ABIHS 
os AB2XN 
++ AB3GG 
++ AJ4BW 
++ AESEL 
++ AF6EO 
++ AD7PS 
++ AB8ZN 
++ AB9PI 
++ ++ > 
++ AH2DS 
++ AH6SP 
++ AH8Y 
++ * AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ++ 
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_ Ifyou received this copy of WorldRadio and you're not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. 

You are cordially invited to join in with all the other active Amateur 
Radio operators by subscribing. 


Orders (in U.S. Funds), or you can charge your subscription. 


Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 457-3655 
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K9JF, Jim Fenstermaker, ARRL 
northwest division director and 
K1MMH, Mary Hobart, ARRL Chief 
Development Officer. Photos taken by 
Bob Goodale, K7YF J. 


Wayne Schuler, AI9Q_ 


007 was the 25th year for SeaPac, 

the ARRL Northwestern Division 

Convention at Seaside, Oregon. 
The annual convention held in the resort 
towns, convention center is billed as ““The 
Northwest’s Largest Ham Convention.” 

The three day convention held on 01, 
02 and 03 June began with a four-hour 
Friday afternoon Antenna Workshop 
presented by Rudy Severns, N6LF, to 
a sold-out audience. Severns’ work- 
shop, “Practical Antennas for The Low 
Bands,” emphasized simple and econom- 
ical antennas that the average Ham could 
build. The workshop covered shortened 
antennas for restricted space as well as 
more high-performance antennas for the 
low bands. 

The SeaPac doors were opened Satur- 
day morning to more than 2,000 attend- 
ees to view and shop at more than 100 
flea-market and commercial exhibits. 

License exams were given for new and 
upgrade amateur licenses at a nearby 
church. Several candidates were success- 
ful in receiving their first time Amateur 
Radio license. 

At noon, luncheons were offered by 
reservation for YLRL, QCWA, and 
DXers at the Best Western Oceanview 
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special event station. 


SeaPac 2007 


Resort Hotel. Each luncheon had a sepa- 
rate meeting area and a guest speaker. 
All day Saturday SeaPac offered 
seminars on a wide variety of topics 
including DX and DXpeditions, Digital, 
Law, Antennas and more. SeaPac was 
excited to welcome Bob Heil, K9EID, 
and Chip Margelli, K7JA, to the semi- 
nar schedule. Their presentation about 
Audio Enhancement Technology was 
attended by an overflow crowd. 
Saturday afternoon a transmitter hunt 
was taken on foot through the streets of 
Seaside. A morning seminar was pre- 


HAM RADIO BADGE 


CUSTOM ENGRAVED 
With your call sign, name, etc... 


IDENTIFY YOURSELF 
At Hamfests 


Field Day 


Emergency 


Responders 


Gold Plated $59.00 


Nickel Plated $49.00 
Add $4.00 S/H 


1-877-332-2343 


Maxsell Corporation 
Width: 2% 6601 Lyons Road Suite D1 


em II EZ =a Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
www. mMmaxarmory.com 


Height: 


Nicholas, NI7CK, age 15, and Nathan, KE7HBJ, age 14, operated cw at the 


sented on transmitter hunting basics for 
those new to “fox hunting.” 

In celebration of the 25th Anniver- 
sary, SeaPac and ARRL joined forces 
for a Special Event station set up in 
the conyention center lobby. Using the 
callsign W1AW/7, the station was on 
the air Saturday and Sunday. Licensed 
operators present at the convention were 
offered the chance to operate the station , 
on 40 and 20 Meters. Those working 
the station will receive a special com- 
memorative QSL card. SeaPac thanks 
Icom America for providing the radios 
for this event as well as the digital mode 
HT radios used by our security team. 
A special SeaPac 25th anniversary pin 
was made available to commemorate 
this event. A different pin is offered 
each year. 

The Saturday night highlight is the 
annual banquet held in the convention 
center, beginning with a no-host social 
hour. Dinner music was provided by 
April and Paul VanDyck, K7VWH. 
After a delicious meal of northwest 
salmon or BBQ boneléss pork, emcee 
Everett Curry, W6ABM, welcomed 
everyone including guests from ARRL. 
In addition to the various Section Man- 
agers and league appointees present, 
were Northwest Division Director Jim 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Fenstermaker, K9JF, Vice-Director 
William Sawders, K7ZM, and special 
guest from ARRL Headquarters Mary 
Hobart, KIMMH. Hobart is the Chief 
Development Officer for ARRL and is 
responsible for all fund-raising activi- 
ties on behalf of ARRL including the 
Spectrum Defense fund, WI1AW and 
Historic Preservation. She also man- 
ages the ARRL’s Diamond Club and the 
Maxim Society for annual and lifetime 
giving and other estate planning grants 
to support the League emergency com- 
munications and educational activities. 
Each year the Chuck Mickley Memo- 
rial Scholarship is awarded to a deserv- 
ing Ham. This year’s recipient was Steve 
Johnson, N7 VIC. Johnson has high inter- 


with a grand prize drawing of several 
HT, HF and mobile radios and a 1,000 
watt generator in addition to many, 
many other valuable prizes donated by 
area merchants. Over $12,000 in prizes 
was awarded. 

Seaside is a great place to take the 
family. The beach and hotels are within 
walking distance of the convention 
center. The community is Ham friendly 
and you'll find signs in most shops 
welcoming SeaPac attendees. There’s 
always a volleyball game on the beach 
and lots of younger age locals to meet 
up with. The restaurants are excellent 
and reasonably priced. You'll find a lot 
of Hams wherever you visit in Seaside, 
a very tourist friendly town on the beau- 


Over 2,000 amateurs enjoyed shopping for a variety of Ham gear. 


est in community service and mentors 
many people in Ham Radio including 
his father. They have all been involved 
in public service and events. 

SeaPac is known for its prize draw- 
ings. Both a dual-band HT and a 2M 
Mobile transceiver were awarded in a 
drawing of those attending the banquet. 
In addition to the many hourly door 
prizes, two special higher-value prize 
drawings are awarded on Saturday 
afternoon and Sunday morning. These 
prizes included weekend stays at coastal 
resorts, helicopter rides and more. The 
convention closed at | p.m. on Sunday 


tiful Pacific Ocean coast dotted with 
lighthouses and state parks. A short drive 
and you can visit and sample at local 
area wineries or the Tillamook cheese 
and ice-cream factory. 

SeaPac is sponsored by The Oregon 
Tualatin Amateur Radio Club, with 
support from The Clark County Wash- 
ington, Hoodview and Sunset Empire 
Amateur Radio Clubs. 

We hope you'll attend next year on 
30-31 May and 01 June 2008. You can 
visit the website at www.seapac.org for 
more information and to view photos 
from this year’s convention. ® 
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MFJ Dummy Load/Wattmeter 


ax 


1.5 kW Dry Dummy Load has built-in precision, true peak- 


reading SWR/Wattmeter Swi. 


World’s most versatile 1.5 kW MFJ-267 
dummy load has a built-in true peak $ 4 5925 
reading SWR/Wattmeter that you 
can switch and use independently! . 

You'll find tons of uses! 

Tune up your transceiver, linear amplifi- 
er or antenna tuner into a safe 50 Ohm 
dummy load at fu// power. Then instantly 
switch to your antenna and monitor SWR, 
forward and reflected power. 

Use for testing/tuning transmitters, trans- 
ceivers, amplifiers, antenna tuners, baluns, 
transformers, filters, matching networks, coax, 
stubs, transmission lines and antennas. 

The 50-Ohm dry. dummy load works 
DC to 60 MHz. SWR is below 1.3:1 at 30 


& 


Field Strength Meters 


tchable to 


Dummy Load/Wattmeter 


MODEL: MEJ-267 


external antenna! 


MHz. Can handle 100 Watts for ten min- 
utes or 1500 Watts for ten seconds. Comes 
with power derating curve. 
Extra-large three-inch lighted Cross- 
Needle meter reads SWR (1:1 to 8:1), for- 
ward and reflected power simultaneously. 
Reads true peak PEP or average power 
on 300/3000 Watts forward and 60/600 
Watts reflected power ranges 1.8-54 MHz. 
High accuracy comes from a carefully 
designed directional coupler, an accurate 
active-peak reading circuit and a precision 
d’Arsonval meter movement. 
RF tight perforated aluminum cabinet. 
4'/,Wx3'/Hx10'/2D inches. Uses 12 VDC 
or 120 VAC with MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 


Find Power Line Noise fast! 


MEI-83? ERAS I 
$4.49°5 


| "MPI-856 
$4 59°° 


i w/3 el. Yagi 
Choose 3 element Yagi or com- 
pact telescoping dipole to quickly 
pinpoint noise. Walk or drive with 
these handheld, directional noise 
finders to search out leaky insu- 
lators, loose hardware and cor- 


w/dipole 


roded ground lines quickly. Track gag 
noise directly to pole, transformer, e 


iasulator or others. Has field- 
strength meter, headphone jack 
to listen or record. Operates in % 
optimum 135 MHz region. Sens- 


Shows | 
radiated | 
antenna 
relative 
field 
strength. Determine radiation 
pattern. MFJ-802 has huge 3 
inch meter. Telescoping dipole 
reduces influence of surrounding 

4 objects and is more 
MFJ-801 reliable, repeatable 
1 $ 95 than monopole. 
*29 Sensitivity conttel 
_ Jack for remote sensor, 
MFJ-802R, $29.95. 
MFJ-801 has 1°/; inch 
meter, sensitivity control, 
20 inch extended telescop- 
ing monopole antenna. 


| MFI-802 


$49 


dB Step Attenuator MF J Frequency Counters 
a | MFJ-886 FJ-886 covers 
ni ee . 4 | 9°5 1 MHz to 3 GHz 
E with 300 MHz 


uh i orate SEAR BS 


MFJ-762 


Usable to 500 MHz. 
250 milliwatt maximum input. 
BNC connectors. Shielded 
stages. Connect between 
receiver and antenna and use S- 
meter as a precision calibrated 
field strength meter. Prevent 
receiver blocking, cross-modu- 
lation. Determine gain/loss, 
ideal for fox hunting. Evaluate 
linearity. Isolate circuits. 
Extend range of sensitive 
equipment. Measure input/out- 
put level differences. 


81 dB Attenuator in | 
$8925 | dB steps. 50 Ohms. 


direct count, 0.1 Hz reso- 
lution. 4 gate times. 10- 
digit high-contrast 3/4 
inch LCD display. Lock 
display button. Bargraph 


. “shows RF field strength. Includes 


rechargeable Ni-Cad batteries, 
charger, telescopic antenna. 
Black anodized aluminum. 
Teas a in.  MFJ-888 

-888, like $ 95 
MFJ-886, but 1 89 
covers /0 Hz-3 GHz. 
Measures frequency/ 
period, has 50/1M 
Ohm input, auto hold, 
LED backlight, 


itive .3uV receiver, 70 dB AGC. 


Oil-Cooled 1 KW CW 
2 KW SSB VersaLoad™ 
ee Run IKW CW or 
L 32 KW PEP for 10 
minutes. Run 
i continuous duty 
Saces aa with 200 Watts 
MFJ-250X CW or 400 

$4g° watts PEP. 
Transformer oil 
not included. Low VSWR 
to 400 MHz. Under 1.2:1 
to 30 MHz. SO-239 connect- 


Dry 1.5 kW 
HF/VHF/UHF Load 
Ham radio’s 118s 
most versatile 50 Gib 
ohm dry dummy Higeres 
load. Works baciles 
with all radios 
from 160 Meters 
through 650 MHz. 
SWR below 1.3 to 650 
MHz and below 1.1 at 30 
MHz. Handles 100 watts 
for 10 minutes, 1500 Watts 
for 10 seconds. 3Wx3H 


MFJ HF/VHF/UHF Dummy Loads 


Dry 300 Watt HF VHF 


inductive resistor [== 
in a perforated “oD 
~ metal housing; 
MFJ-264 SO-239 connec- 
$7 49 tor. Full load for 
30 seconds. 
Silk-screened derating 
curve to $ minutes. 
Handles 300 Watts. SWR 
below 1.1:1 to 30 MHz, 


beeper. 2°/:x4'/sx1'/s in. 


MFJ CW Reader/Keyer 


MFJ-464 . 
Dummy Load $ 4 99°5 a. ween 
Air-cooled, non- 2 
(Keyboard, 


paddle not Po chop gates hh), ot 
included.) s . ins ae 
i ie et pe oe “ae oe 
Plug MFJ’s CW Reader with built-in Keyer 
into your transceiver’s phone jack and key jack. 
Now you’re ready to compete with the world’s best 
hi-speed CW operators -- and they wont even know 
you just passed the code test! Sends and reads 5-99 
WPM. Automatic speed tracking. Large 2-line 
LCD shows send/receive messages. Use paddle 


MFJ-260C 


$39°5 


or. Safety vent with cap, 
carrying handle. 7';Hx6*/sD in. 
MEFJ-250, $69.95. Includes 
transformer oil (no PCB). 


1.5:1 from 30 to.650 MHz. 
2'/sx2'/4x7 inches. 
MFJ-260CN, $49.95. 
With type “N” connector, 


or computer keyboard. Easy menu operation. 
Front panel speed, volume controls. 4 message , 
memories, type ahead buffer, read again buffer, 
adjustable weight/sidetone, speaker. RFI proof. 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 
Visit: http:/www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


x9D in. SO-239 connector. 
MFJ-264N, $84.95. With 
type “N” connector. 


MF J Atomic Wrist Watch 
—1MFIJ-186RC Receives atomic 

1 $2995 time signal WWVB 

and sets your watch 
automatically -- always accurate 
to milliseconds. Select 12/24 hour 
format and pacific, mountain, 
central, eastern time zones. 
Displays hour, minutes, seconds, day and 
date. Displays year, month and day in calen- , 
dar mode. Alarm, stopwatch functions. 
Brilliant blue backlight. Water-resistant. 


25-1300 MHz Discone Antenna 
'$ 95 receives 25-1300 MHz. 
| 59 Perfect for scanners. 
4<<- Handles 200 Watts. Ideal for * 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
A 6/2/1'/s Meters, 70/33/23 CM back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 
Hf 
é 
. * feet . stainless steel Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
elements, ——-«-AX:(662)323-6551 s.430.¢St. Moni Add shiping 


' MFJ-1868 Ultra wide-band antenna 
ve Transmit 50-1300 MHz. 
f ham bands. Excellent for MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
testing various transmitters 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
on single coax. SO-239, 50 MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Prices and specifications subject to change. (¢) 2008 MEI a? Drises, Inc 


Boe 


_ MFJ Balanced Line Antenna Tuner 
‘Superb balance... Very wide matching range... Covers 1.8-54 MHz... 


_Cross-Needle SWR Wattmeter . . . ees au Watts... Compact size... 


The MFJ-974HB is a fully balanced 
true balanced line antenna tuner. It 
gives you superb current balance. 

Johnson Matchbox . 

For decades, the Johnson Matchbox has 
been the standard of comparison for bal- 
anced line antenna tuners. But, it hada 
severely limited matching range and cov- 
ered only 80, 40, 20; 15 and 10 Meters. 

The MF J-974HB is its successor. \t 
meets today's needs and even surpasses the 
Johnson Matchbox outstanding performance. 

Everything You Need 

The MFJ-974HB gives you excellent 
current balance, very wide matching 
range(12-2000 Ohms) and covers 1.8 
through 54 MHz continuously including all 
WARC bands, 160 Meters, 6 Meters and 
the new 60 Meter band. Handles 300 Watts 
SSB PEP and 150 Watts CW. 

Tuning is fast and easy - - just three tun- 
ing controls. You can adjust for highly 
efficient broadband low-Q operation or use 
higher Q when you encounter extreme loads. 

A large three-inch lighted Cross-Needle 
SWR/Wattmeter lets you read SWR, peak 
or average forward and reflected power all 
at a glance on 300/60 or 30/6 Watt ranges. 

A ground post is provided to ground one 
output terminal so you can also tune ran- 
dom wires and coax fed antennas. 

Compact 7’2Wx6Hx8D in. fits anywhere. 


MFJ High Current DC Multi-Outlet Strips 


Choose super versatile 5-way binding posts AND/OR Anderson PowerPole® connectors 
All PowerPoles® 


Provide multiple high current DC out- 
lets for transceivers and accessories from 
your main 12 VDC power supply — keeps 
you neat, organized and safe. Prevents fire 
hazard. Keeps wires from tangling up and 
shorting. Outlets are fused and RF bypassed. 

All MFJ DC power strips have built-in 
six foot, eight gauge, flexible color-coded 
cable with ring tongue terminals -- no extra 
cost. RF-tight aluminum cabinet has mount- 
ing ears and ground post with wing nut. 

Choose MFJ’s super versatile super 
heavy duty 5-way binding.posts (spaced 
for standard dual banana plugs) and/or 
Anderson PowerPole® outlets. 

Each Anderson PowerPole® is indi- 
vidually fused as needed. Standard color 
coded automobile fuses plug in externally. 
Extra PowerPole® connectors, contacts, 


‘fuses are included at no extra cost. 


persatile 5- Wey pone is Posts 


Power two HF and/or 
VHF rigs and six accessories 
from your main 12 VDC sup- 


MFJ-1118 
$8 4° 
ply. Built-in 0-25 VDC voltmeter. Two 
pairs 35 amp 5-way binding posts, fused 
and RF bypassed for transceivers. Six pairs 
RF bypassed binding posts with master fuse, 
ON/OFF switch, and “ON” LED provide 
15 Amps for accessories. 12'/2x2?/sx2'/2 in. 


404° 


Tunes any Balanced Line 
The MFJ-974HB tunes any balanced 
lines including 600 Ohm open wire line, 
450/300 Ohm ladder lines, 300/72 Ohm 
twin lead - - shielded or unshielded. 
Superb current balance minimizes feed- 
line radiation that can cause troublesome TVI 
/RFI, painful RF bites, mysterious RF feed- 
back problems and radiation pattern distortion. 
Excellent Balance, Excellent Design 
The MFJ-974HB is a fully balanced 
wide range T-Network. Four 1000 Volt air 
variable capacitors are gear driven. A high- 
Q air wound tapped inductor is used for 80- 
10 Meters with separate inductors for 6 and 
160 Meters. The tuning components are mounted 
symmetrically to insure electrical balance. 


MFJ-1128 12 outlets, gaps fused, 40 
rent outlets for transceivers. 
Nine switched outlets for accessories. Mix 
and match in-cluded fuses as needed (one- 
40A, one-25A, four-10A, four-5A, three-1A 
fuses installed). Built-in 0-25 VDC Voltmeter. 
Includes extra 12 pairs of PowerPole®* con- 
tacts and extra 10 fuses (2 each: 1, 5, 10, 25, 
40A) -- no extra cost. ae YaH1x2°/D i in. 


MFJ-1126 “8 Bntleks each fused, 40 

$8495 Amps total. Factory 
installed fuses: two 1A, three 

5A, two 10A; one 25A, one 40A. Built-in 
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MFJ-974HB_ - A 1:1 current balun is 
placed on the low imped- 
ance 50 Ohm input side 
to convert the balanced T- 


Net-work to un-balanced operation. An 


efficient balun is made of 50 ferrite beads 


on RG-303 Teflon™ coax to give very high 
isolation. It stays cool even at max power. 
Balanced Line = Extremely Low Loss 

Balanced lines give extremely low loss. 

Doublet, horizontal loop, vertical loop, 
quad, double extended Zepp, Lazy H, W8JK 
antennas all give efficient multi-band oper- 
ation when fed with balanced lines. 


6-80 Meter Balanced Line Tuner 
MFJ-974B 
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MFJ-974B, $189.95. 
Same as MFJ-974H but 
for 6-80 Meter oper- 
ation (no 160 Meters). 


160-6 Meters All Band Doublet Antenna 
MFJ-1777, $59.95. 102 
feet doublet antenna covers G) G ~) 

160-6 Meters with balanced 
line tuner. Super strong cus- 
tom fiberglass center insula- 
tor provides stress relief for 
450 Ohm ladder line (100 feet 


included). Authentic glazed ceramic end 
insulators. Handles 1500 Watts. 


Anderson PowerPole® is a 
registered trademark of 
Anderson Power Products. 
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meter. Includes extra 7 pairs of PowerPole® 
contacts, and 10 fuses (2 each,1,5,10, 25, 
40A) -- no extra cost. Aes) /sHx2 toot in. 
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contacts, and 5 fuses -- no extra cost. 
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The sign at the Department of 
Disaster Management. 


Nancy Kott,WZ8C 


hen the DXpedition team of 
Bob Mennell, WBSIUU, Cal 
White, WF5F, Paul Frantz, 
WS5PF, Bill Frink, KSWAF and Nancy 
Kott, WZ8C, traveled to the island of 
Tortola, they had the opportunity to do 
some “PR work” for Amateur Radio. 
The British Virgin Islands (BVI) 
are often a target for tropical storms 
and hurricanes. The people of the BVI 
are fortunate to have a Department of 
Disaster Management (DDM) that is 
keenly aware of the vital role com- 
munications play in saving lives and 
property. Early notification of impend- 
ing weather danger allows residents 
to take appropriate action. The DDM 
mottos are “It is better to prepare and 
prevent than repair and repent.” and “Be 
Aware and Be Prepared!” 


Standing I-r: Jasen Penn, Communications Officer; Bill Frink, KSWAF; Cal 


White, WFS5F. The potential new Hams are seated, watching WZ8C’s part of 


the presentation. 


Visiting Ops Promot 


Because storms often knock down 
power lines and cellular towers, there is 
an increased dependence on High Fre- 
quency (HF) and Very High Frequency 
(VHF) radio communications during 
disasters. The DDM is implementing a 
program to recruit Ham operators who 
work at high visibility jobs, such as 
nurses and other hospital workers. 

George Collingston, VP2VQ, one of 
the half-dozen licensed Amateur Radio 
operators living in Tortola, is spear- 
heading the recruitment effort. He is 
conducting licensing classes and moti- 


(See Web-Site For Details) 


607 Blue Cove Terrace, Lake Saint Louis, MO. 63367 
(636) 265-0448 Fax# (866) 201-0593 


WWW.radiowavz.com 


Cal White, WFS5E, meets Jasen Penn, 
Emergency Communications Officer 
of Tortola. | 


vating the potential Hams to study so 
they can be a part of helping keep their 
homeland safe during emergencies. 

When Cal White applied for a license 
to use while operating the [ARU WW 
Contest from Tortola, the DDM officer 
asked him if the team would give a 
presentation to a group Of potential 
Amateur Radio operators. 

Of course, the DXpedition team 
happily agreed to speak with the 
group. Dressed in matching polo shirts 
embroidered with their names, callsigns 
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Paul Frantz, W5PF; Bill Frink, KSWAF; Bob Mennell, WBSIUU; Nancy Kott, 
WZS8C and Cal White, WF5W, at the entrance to Road Town, BVI. : 


=mergency Use of Radio 


and DXpedition logo, they gave an 
impromptu presentation to a roomful 
of government service and health work- 
ers — potential Hams — and answered 
questions. The group was very receptive 
and particularly interested that the USA 


team included a woman. Most of the 
health worker attendees were women 
who were uncertain about their abil- 
ity to join a traditionally male hobby. 
Hopefully that myth was dispelled! 
After the meeting, the DX team was 
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Cal White, WFSW, Paul rants WSPF 
and George Collingston, VP2VQ, in the 
Disaster Communications Room. 


treated to a tour of the Disaster Commu- 
nications Room, a well-equipped radio 
room with many maps and weather 
charts. It added a new dimension to the 
DXpedition and it was a privilege to be 
allowed a glimpse behind the scenes of 
such a fine facility. We all look forward 
to hearing many new VP2V call signs 


on the air calling “CQ.” Ney 


MANAGEMENT OF THE 
AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION 


by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J 
Chief of Police, Retired 


Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
and dozens of magazine articles on the 
subject, has authored "Management of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Com- 
munications Function." This 48-page 
booklet discusses the specific manage- 
ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
$8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
California residents please add $.62 
sales tax. 

Order online with Visa, MasterCard 
or American Express via our web page. Mail 
check or money order to: 


WorldRadioe 2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
916/457-3655 
www.wr6wr.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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DXpeditions: The Next Level 4 


Cal White, WFSW 


ow that we all have read, digested 
N= taken into account all the - 

issues presented in my previ- 
ously published “DXpeditions — You 
Can Do It” WorldRadio article, it may 
be time to take it to the next level. 


Prerequisites 


1. You have gone on DXpeditions 

2. You are now familiar with all those 
things needed to make a DXpedition suc- 
cessful, what to carry, how to travel, etc. 

3. You have picked your Ham friends 
and know with whom you can travel. 

4, You are tired of sleeping on camp beds 
and two-star hotel sagging mattresses 

5. You like your friends, but are tired of 
sleeping in the same room and putting up 
with the snoring and smells...you’re get- | 
ting too old for that. 

6. You like to have your X YL along and 
want her to share some of your experiences 
and have fun with you. 


The Next Level 


Pick a location with your friends. It 
does not have to be the Antarctic, the 
Sahara or some very rare IOTA. It can be 
in the Caribbean, the Black Sea or some 
other nice location that is not rare, but not 
common either. 

Recognize that you are not Marti Lane, 
nor one of the astronauts on a mission. 
You're just average Joe Ham, wanting to 


NATIONAL RF, INC. 


NFD-1 
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Vintage Gear 
Easily add the convenience 
of a digital frequency readout 
to vintage gear by National, 
Collins, Hammarlund, etc. 
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have his hobby mean something and have 
fun and enjoy life. 

It should be during a time that a good 
contest is in the running. 

Pick a professional travel partner. One 
of those lofty firms that specialize in rent- 
ing luxury villas around the world. And 
I mean all around the world. Put a pin in 
any map and you will find such accom- 
modations. The travel partner firm can 
point you to local car leasing, boats, and 
restaurants, all to be taken care of with 
your plastic prior to your arrival. 

You will be pleasantly surprised at 
the cost of villa accommodations. In 
most cases, it is less than the cost of a 
good hotel in the same area. On your 
computer, you can take a virtual tour 
of the villas, explain to the manager 
about Ham antennas and what you will 
be doing, what they will expect and 
what kind of support you can expect. 
You may have to send an e-mail to the 
local housing association regarding 
what you want to do for antennas. It’s 
all doable and the rental firms will help 
you all the way. 

Have at least a couple of meetings of 
your Ham crew before you go. Make sure 
you have the appropriate for the type of 
gear for the contest in which you’!I be par- 
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The DX Store 


Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers! 


Whether you’re operating from 
halfway around the world or just 
up the hall from your living room, 
you want equipment you can 
count on to perform... You want 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittler, CA 90603 


ticipating without too much duplication. 
That is grist for the first meeting. 

Then, have a semi-formal dinner 
party just before you go. That makes 
for the final Hooray and gives the trip 
that special send-off. Remember, what 
you're doing is ramping up your feelings 
about Ham Radio and this life hobby 


you hold so dear. It just makes sense. — 


You're going on a luxury Ham vacation, 
act like it. 


Expect 


To be picked up on arrival at the loca- 
tion of your choosing. Expect to have a 
local person act as your concierge for any 
and all questions you may have. 

Expect to have DSL in the Villa, local 
phones, flat screen TVs, private swim- 
ming pool, full bath accommodations 


in each bed room suite. You most likely 
will have TVs and VCRs ineach bedroom 


suite, too. 

Now stop for a minute and think what 
your XYL will be thinking about such 
a vacation! Think what she will say the 
next time you want to go off somewhere 
for a DXpedition. 

Guaranteed, she will say: “WHEN DO 
- WE- LEAVE?” 


i} 


‘ 
‘ 


eae \ 

Some Extra Thoughts 
Travel regs have changed. Your travel 
bags have to be less than 62 inches 
including length/wide/side. If you have 


‘sports bags (those that will carry the big 


antennas like a set of skis) 50 pounds is 
the standard. Double check any foreign 


_ airlines you may take to see that they 


honor that weight. Some do NOT — to 
your peril. 

You MAY, I say MAY, have to pay 
more. Some airlines insist the oversized 
sports bags carry an additional charge of 
$100 each way. In any event the bags can 
not be over 112 inches or no airline will 
carry them, period. Now some airlines 
don’t even look at the normal sports bag. 
But be prepared to have all of those bags 
opened at each location where you stop. 
Stow away that extra couple of hundred 
bucks, just in case. 

Appoint one of your crew as the Trea- 
surer. This keeps costs even and keeps 
fairness in your trip expenses. He should 
be one of your computer gurus with a 
spreadsheet. On arrival at the destina- 
tion, have each member of the party give 
him $100 cash. He will then pay for all 
expenses (sans the spouses’s shopping 
trips). Each team member gives him the 
bills for what they spend and at the end 
he will take all into account and either 


for information 


give you back some funds or bill you 
for a bit more. That really works! No 
worry about who buys what, no worry 
about who has wine and who does not. 


_ Just takes one more little issue out of the 


vacation mix. 

Make sure you have at least tried to 
find a local Ham to e-mail/talk to. The 
Ham living where 
you are going can be 
invaluable in so many 
ways. Hams are Hams 
and all seem to share 
that special camara- 
derie. They can, for 
the most important 
part of the trip, set up 
special meetings with 
local Hams, arrange for you to either 
meet with or talk to groups that want to 
know more about Amateur Radio. 

They know the local area, where to 


shop, where to go and who to buy from. ° 


Take a little something from home for 
that person, not an expensive gift, but 
something that is unique to your home 
area. He/she will appreciate it. That will 
make your experience richer knowing 
that you have been a good Ambassador 
for Amateur Radio. 

E-mail the local Chamber of Com- 
merce of the offices of the city/county 


email: K9PET@casualdx.com 
www.casualdx.com 


“Take a little something 
from home for that person, 
not an expensive gift, but 
something that is unique to 
your home area.” 


where you're going. They have a variety 
of data that can be useful to you and they 
want to help! That may even be the place 
you find the local Ham. 

Last but not least, be a good house 
guest. Clean up after yourselves, take 
all the tape, wire, twistees, guy ropes, 
etc., and put them in the garbage or take 
it home. Leave the 
place as.you found 
it. That’s also part 
of being the good 
Ambassador. You 
ARE the Ham Radio 
guy to the folks 
around you in your 
néw-found country. 
Their impressions of 
Hams will partly come from what they 
see in you. It will also help ensure you 
get your security deposit back. 

What this is all about is getting your 
radio hobby back in the running for the 
most interesting and fun part of life. You 
can do all the cruises; see all the pyra- 
mids, churches and canals you want. But 
none of those things put the sparkle in 
your eyes like this, our special hobby. 

Now, get on the computer, find that 
luxury villa accommodation in that 
far-away place and start planning your 
ultimate DXpedition! € 


Marc Weinberg K9PET, 1525.NW 195th St #18 
. Shoreline, WA 98177 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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RULES & REGS 


4 
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Swap 


The Ham now holding my late 
father’s former 1x2 call sign 
is willing to swap for mine. Is 
that possible? 

A. Yes. Your friend surrenders your 
father’s former call sign for one under the 
sequential system. You claim it immedi- 
ately under the vanity system, surrendering 
your call sign in the process. After two 
years, your friend joins the rush for your 
former call sign under the first-come-first- 
served provision in the vanity system, 
assuming that no one else has by then 
claimed it under one of the other provi- 
sions. Knowing the assignment history of 
the two call signs will help you assess the 
likelihood of success. 

Q. I am the trustee of our radio club’s 
repeater. What should be the proper 
station identification announcement? 

A. The call sign for your radio club’s 
repeater station identification announce- 
ment is that assigned on the ULS station 
license grant. The applicable rule is Sec- 
tion 97.119(a) which says that each amateur 
station, except a space station or telecom- 
mand station, must transmit its assigned 
call sign on its transmitting channel at the 
end of each communication, and at least 
every 10 minutes during a communica- 
tion, for the purpose of clearly making 
the source of the transmissions from 
the station known to those receiving the 
transmissions. No station may transmit 
unidentified communications or signals, 
or transmit as the station call sign, any call 
sign not authorized to the station. 

Should you choose to append one or 
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John B. Johnston, W3BE 


more indicators to the call sign, such is 
authorized by Section 97.119(c). Each 
indicator must be separated from the call 
sign by the slant mark (/) or by any suitable 
word that denotes the slant mark. No self- 
assigned indicator, however, may conflict 
with any other indicator specified by the 
FCC Rules or with any prefix assigned to 
another country. See BE Informed #14 
About That Station Identification. 

Q. Can we use the initials of our club 
as the indicator? 

A. Consult an international call sign 
prefix lookup table. Search for the letter 
combination that you are considering for 
use as a Self-assigned indicator appended 
to your station call sign. If it isnot assigned, 
then it is your choice whether or not to 
use it. If it is assigned, try different letter 
combinations until you find one that you 


|. like and is unassigned. 


‘ Q. I discovered that an organization 
involving Amateur Radio, to which I 
belong, is actually part of a business. 
Several members have become uncom- 
fortable with the organization and have 
tried to ask questions — answers are 
somewhat less than frank or forthcom- 
ing. What do you suggest? 

A. Suspend all of your amateur service 
communications for the organization until 
such time as you are convinced that such 
communications pass the Section 97.113 
smell test in BE Informed No. 3. 

Q. I resigned from our ARES group 
because its bylaws say: “Directors shall 
serve without compensation except that 
a reasonable fee may be paid to direc- 
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Call Signs? 


tors for attending regular and special 
meetings of the board. In addition, they 
shall be allowed reasonable advance- 
ment or reimbursement of expenses 
incurred in the performance of their 
duties. The salaries of the officers, if any, 
shall be fixed from time to time by reso- 
lution of the Board of Directors. In all 
cases, any salaries received by officers 
of this corporation shall be reasonable 
and given in return for services actually 
rendered to or for the corporation.” 
Am I incorrect in my interpretation 
of the rules as far as compensation for 
radio amateurs is concerned and is my 
concern unjustified? 

A. As far as Section 97.113(a)(2) is 
concerned, the fundamental issue is that 
no amateur station be used to transmit 
communications for hire or for material — 
compensation, direct or indirect, paid or 
promised, except as otherwise provided 
in the rules (none of which appear to be 
applicable here.) 

In November 1999, the FCC dismissed 
a petition to permit amateur operators who 
also are emergency personnel engaged in 
disaster relief to use the amateur service 
bands when they are in a paid duty status, 
The petition noted that disaster prepared- 
ness, law enforcement and other safety 
personnel are being encouraged to become 
amateur operators and that, from time 
to time, the need to use amateur service 
bands in the course of a disaster operation 
may arise. Also noted was that such use of 
the amateur service bands by paid emer- 
gency personnel who are in a duty status 
at the time could be viewed as making 
prohibited transmissions on behalf of an 
employer if there is no immediate threat 
to life or property. The FCC received no 
comments on this petition. 

In its decision, the FCC pointed out that 
the essence of the definition in No. 53 of 
the ITU Radio Regulations (Geneva, 1990) 
is carried over to the Communications Act 
of 1934, as amended, which regulates the 
amateur service in the US, and to FCC 
rule Sections 97.3(a)(4) and 97.113: The 
amateur service is a radiocommunication 
service for the purpose of self-training, 
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intercommunication and technical investi- 
gations carried out by amateurs, that is, by 
duly authorized persons interested in radio 
technique solely with a personal aim and 
without pecuniary interest. 

_ The specific request was to clarify that 
amateur operators who are emergency: 
personnel engaged in disaster relief are 
permitted to use the amateur service 
bands while in a paid duty status. The FCC 


_ decided, however, that the clarification 


is not necessary because-such two-way 
communications are permitted within the 
existing rules. The amateur operators who 


_also are emergency personnel engaged in 


disaster relief did not appear to be receiv- 
ing compensation for transmitting com- 
munications. Rather, the FCC assumes that 
these individuals are receiving compensa- 
tion for services related to their disaster 
relief duties and in their capacities as 
emergency personnel, and the fact they 
also are amateur operators is incidental to 


_ these functions. 


The FCC went on to note that under the 
rules, if the control operator of an amateur 
station, who also is an emergency services 
provider engaged in disaster relief, ques- 
tions whether a particular message in 
support of disaster relief should be trans- 
mitted on amateur service frequencies, 
he or she is under no obligation to allow 
the transmission of the message. It can 
be transmitted on frequencies allocated 
to other radio services, because disaster 
relief organizations are eligible for and 
have been assigned numerous radio chan- 
nels in other radio services to meet their 
communication needs. 

The FCC also noted that the prohibition 


against transmitting communications, on _ 


a regular basis, which could reasonably 
be furnished through other radio services, 
does not appear applicable to disaster 


relief-related communication because © 


disasters, by definition, are atypical occur- 
rences. 


Q. A group of Emergency Manage- | 


ment folks who are also city employees 
have contacted me to conduct train- 
ing for the General Class license. All 
of these employees have earned their 


Technician license. The training is to be’ | 


offered during working hours and those 
participating will be given “released 
time” by their employer to attend. I will 
receive no pay for the training. 


My concern is that those taking the 


Jan Scheuerman, WA2YL. 


class might be in conflict with the “‘no 
pay for Amateur Radio services” rule. 
Technically, they are being paid to take 
the class and since they are already 
licensed, they are being paid to upgrade. 
They see this as an opportunity to 
expand their EOC options while getting 
their General Class license at “company 
expense.” (Comment?) 

A. Assuming that you are referring to 
Section 97.113(a), Paragraph (2) thereof 
says that no amateur station shall transmit 
communications for hire or for material 
compensation, direct or indirect, paid or 
promised, except as otherwise provided 
in these rules. The exceptions are codified 
in the subsequent paragraphs and do not 
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-apply in this instance. 
Paragraph (3), moreover, 

says in pertinent part that no 
amateur station shall transmit 
communications in which 
the station licensee or control 
operator has a pecuniary inter- 
est, including communications 
on behalf of anemployer. 

Note that the prohibitions 
have to do only with transmit- 
ted communications. They do 
not apply in situations where 
no communications are 
transmitted on our amateur 
service bands. Even if you 
include over-the-air demon- 
strations of amateur service 
communications as a part 
of your training activity, you 
might still be eligible for pay 
status if your activity would 
be in concert with Section 
97.113(c): A control operator 
may accept compensation as an incident of 
a teaching position during periods of time 
when an amateur station is used by that 
teacher as a part of classroom instruction 
at an educational institution. 


Appreciation 
Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month is 
Jan Scheuerman, WA2YL (photo). She 
enjoys on-the-go mobile CW and even 
directs traffic nets from her automobile. 
Thank you, Jan, for your valuable service 
to our Amateur Radio community. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at www. 
gpoaccess.goviecfr/. Click on [Title 47] 
then [Part 97]. Also visit http://wireless. 
fec.gov/ and click on [amateur] or [ULS]. 

Enforcement reports are at http://www. 
fcc.govieb/AmateurActions/. 

— Have a question about the amateur 
service rules? Visit http://w3be.home.att. 
net/; or e-mail john@johnston.net. © 
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Since 1980 Bilal Company Friendly 
137 Manchester Dr., * Florissant, CO 80816 
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eather or Neoprene pouches : 


New for the HINSX H-78 
ICOM iC-T90 = 
Beautiful glove 
feather with a spring 
Steel belt clip or 
sporty neoprene 
in red or black. 
Well padded with 
water proof material. 


STARTING AT $14.49 


Electronic Battery Booster 
Converts 12Volt battery to a Regulated, 13.5Volt 
23A Power Supply at 11Volts input! 
For Field Day, Sailboats, Solar! 
e-mail eofaz@cox.net 
Check the WEB at 
http://members.cox.net/w4rry/index.html 
Send check for $127.00 to: ‘ 
Eric Lehner, 6780 W. Yearling Rd. 
Peoria, AZ 85383 
60-day unconditionally guaranteed 


Build a Better Antenna with DX Engineering! 


build the best amateur antenna possible! 
* 5KW/10KW Baluns 
* Stainless & Aluminum Clamps 
* Vertical and HF Receive Antennas 


High quality components to help you f ‘e 
) 


ENGINEERING 


When You 
Want The Best! 


Secure Online Ordering: www.DXEngineering.com 

Order by Fax: 1-330-572-3279 24 hrs./7 days 

Order by Phone: 1-800-777-0703 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 
Product Support Line: 1-330-572-3200 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 


Yell "STOP THE PRESSES!" 
Any interesting Ham news in 
your neck of the woods? 
Well, c'mon, "Scoop", send it 
in to WorldRadio! 


Need Ham Radio 
Equipment Insurance? 
HRIA 


www.hamradioinsurance.com 


800-545-8881 
P.O. Box 201 * Canonsburg, PA 15317 


EQUIPMENT LTD. The Finest in 
eam Tower Accessories 
inpoie Kits, Antenna Mounts, Standoff Brackets, Quadpods, 


Mast Adapters, Climbing Steps, Rotor Mounts, Mast Plates, 
trap Brackets, Hot Dip Galvanizing, Cusiom Fabrication 


Download a Catalog at www.w9iix.com 


WX Equipment Ltd. 
4421 West 87th St. 
Phone: 708-423-0605 Hometown, IL 60456 
~ Cell: 708-337-8172  Doug,W9IIX 


Fax: 708-423-1691 oe on Reppey’ 


SIGNAL STRENGTH METER 
<3 MHz to 5 GHz 
The ZC 185 is an extra-sensitive Radio Frequency (RF) 

Detector that operates over a broad span of frequencies. 
HAM RADIO: Detects & pinpoints Fox Xmtrs., monitors power, locates 
cable leaks & RF| measures antenna patterns in dB, IDs oscillations, 
far-field tune-ups of mW to kW rigs. 
COMPUTER WIRELESS: Super WiFi Sniffer, detects Hot & Cold 


MODEL 
ZC.185 


sponts, measures baseline RF, optimizes hub’& satellite network sites, 
locates hacker sites, strengthens RF signal links. 
$ 159. 00 SECURITY: Supersensitive covert camera & bug detector, checks 
transmitters, locates RFI, simplifies security wireless installations, 
(+$7 S&H) aligns antennas, insures strong xmtr/recv links, 


Fe onan pa esoiseasras WW W.ZAPCHECKER.COM 


Safety First. 


Hi Nancy, 

I enjoyed the article about Ralph H. Clark 
(NM5RC) doing island QSOs. I have often 
wanted to do the same but my schedule 
won't allow it. I don't know what frequency 
he was on or the power level, but I was a 
bit concerned about Ralph's proximity to 
the antenna in the picture. Is he too close 
for RF safety? 

. — 73 and God Bless, 
Paul Schichner, KF9ER 


We passed this question on to Ralph. 
Rere is his reply: 

Thad wondered about this sometime back 
and after checking, felt 'was OK. However, 
as a quick recheck, I dug out ARRL's Techni- 
cian Ham Radio License Manual Ist Edition 
and looked at Table 7-5, “Power Thresholds 
for RF exposure Evaluation.” 

From that, if the PEP transmitter power 
to the antenna is less than 225 watts for 20 
Meters and 500 watts for 40 Meters, the risk 
of exposure is so low that a RF exposure 
evaluation is not required. Thus, running 
battery power with a transmitter output of 
less than 100 watts should be safe. 

I really appreciate Paul’s concern and 
you passing it along to me, as we all need 
to reevaluate our operations from time to 
time. The nearest I can remember having 
the antenna to the bucket seat is about 10 
feet, but think I'll now start stretching out 


the other 15 feet of coax too, rather than 
having it sing looped around my feet. 
— 73, Ralph NU5RC 


Contacting Columnists 
Why in this day and age do you not 
have email addresses for the department 


and article authors? Especially Kurt N. | 


Sterba? — Richard Friess, KA8KCR 

All WorldRadio columnists have email 
capability and put their email address at 
the end of their columns. Weare also start- 
ing a new "meet the columnists” feature 
on our web page http://www.wr6wr.com 
with biographies and photos of our writers, 
and that information also includes their 


contact information. You can send email — 


to Kurt N. Sterba_ through editor @wré6wr. 
com. All our columnists love hearing from 
their readers, and welcome suggestions for 
Future column topics. 


Callsign Typo 
In the September 2007 issue of 
WorldRadio, there is an error on page 44. 
Rachel Johnson is identified in the cap- 
tion of a photo in the rightmost column. Her 
call sign is actually WSWZX, not WSSZX. 
She is identified correctly in the caption of 
a photo on page 45. 
— 73, Bob Winn, WSKNE 


Robert Anderson, WO6M 


Bob Anderson, 89, of Sacramento, CA, died 24 Jul 
2007, after being struck by a car. Robert was born in 
San Francisco, CA. He tinkered with radio in his base- 
ment while in grammar school and was first licensed 
in 1958 with call sign WV6JUA, then WA6JUA. Bob 
joined the 102nd Radio Intelligence Company in 1940 
and was sent to Ft. Ord, CA for training. He ended up in 
the Philippines, survived the Bataan Death March, and 
spent W WII in Japanese prison camps (O’ Donnell, Caba- 
natuan, Nichols, McKinely, and Bilibid). He obtained the 
rank of Master Sergeant before he accepted a commission 
as a Ist Lt., and retired with the rank of Major in the U.S. 
Air Force. Bob worked for the state of Alaska Department 
of Labor for four years. He returned to California and 
was employed by the state of California Department of 
Labor and retired after 21 years. He and his wife, Lillian, 
traveled to all 50 states after his retirement. Bob played 
a mean piano, was an Amateur Radio operator, an avid 
golfer, and, in his youth, was an Eagle Scout while in 
the Boy Scouts. Bob is survived by his wife of 62 years, 
Lillian, one daughter, two sons, seven grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his son, Buck, in 2003. A memorial service was held 
Friday, 03 Aug 2007 in Dixon, CA. 

: — Marty Spiegelberg, KG6QKI 


Melville Shavelson, W6VLH 


Famed Hollywood writer, producer and director Mel- 
ville “Mel” Shavelson, age 90, died at hisStudio City, Cali- 
fornia home on Wednesday 08 Aug 07. Mel was a legend 
in Hollywood. He wrote, directed, and produced dozens 
of films with such stars as Lucille Ball, Jimmy Cagney, 
and Frank Sinatra and was twice nominated for Academy 
Awards. Mel started his careef as a gag writer for Bob 
Hope’s radio show in the 1930s before going on to write or 
co-write more than 35 movies and directa dozen films, He 
also served three terms as president of the Writers Guild 
of America, West, and was on the writing program faculty 
at the University of Southern California. 

Mel was very active in Amateur Radio. He was an 
ardent DXer and was also involved in public service com- 
munications. That aspect of his Amateur Radio career was 
highlighted in the 1986 ARRL film “The New World of 
Amateur Radio.” Inthe film, Mel is shownusing his station 
toleta worried person speak toa relativein Mexico shortly 
after an earthquake had hit that nation’s capital. 

His wife, Ruth, a son, Richard, daughter, Lynne Joiner, 
and three grandchildren, survive Mel. Ironically, his auto- 
biography titled “How to Succeed in Hollywood Without 
Really Trying, PS. -- You Can't!” was published on 01 Apr 
07, the day of his 90th birthday. 

—ARNewsline, Published Reports 


20 WorldRadio, November 2007 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


be 


was recently having a conversation 
with a local ham and the topic turned 
to QSLing. As you may know, I’m a 
big fan of Lol W, however, there is also 
something very gratifying about receiving 
that coveted “postcard” in mailbox. As the 
conversation continued he asked why my 
return rate was so high. He mentioned that 
over the course of the past few months he 
had sent out many direct QSLs but was 
getting a very small percentage of them 
returned. As we discussed his situation, 
I soon realized that he was unknowingly 
making several mistakes. 
Now I don’t confess to be a QSLing 
expert, but there are several things I’ve 
learned over the years as being both the one 
making the request and the one receiving 
requests from others. While there are many 
facets to QSLing, this month [ll narrow 
- things down to the “art” of direct QSLing. 
Starting at the top of the list, the number 
one thing you can do to improve your 
chances of getting that coveted QSL card 
is to always, always, include some type 
of return postage. Some old timers might 
argue that a QSL “‘is the final courtesy” and 
expect the other party to foot the postage bill 
for your return card, but the reality is most 
DX stations don’t need your card. Think 
about it for a minute — if'a DX station (or 
DxXpedition for that matter) makes hundreds 
- or even thousands of QSOs per year, just 
how badly does he need another card from 
Ohio or IIlinois? Sure, he might be a county 
hunter, but he’s likely to mention that he 
needs your county if he is. Ultimately the 
DX station is providing you with a new 
country, it’s his card that you're after, not 
the other way around. Do him a favor and 
include return postage for your card. 
What, you might ask, should you include 
for return postage? The two most commonly 
accepted methods are to include either U.S. 
dollars, often called “green stamps,” or what 
is known as an IRC (International Reply 
Coupon). It used to be that $1 USD would 
cover return postage from nearly anywhere 
in the world. However, due to rising post- 
age costs around the world and the weaker 
dollar on the world market, it’s advisable 
to enclose $2 USD to ensure your card 


comes back. There are even a few places 
that require $3 USD just to cover postage 
back to the States. Germany, for example, 
is one of those locations. With those kinds 
of rates, it certainly makes our postage rates 
seem like a bargain! 

Now, don’t rush out and get a stack of $1 
bills just yet. There’s more to consider. In 
some countries, having foreign currency is 
illegal. You also have to be keenly aware 
of postage theft. In some lesser developed 
countries, $2 USD is a lot of money and 
their postal workers know how to spot 
“valuable” mail. This is where the IRC 
comes into to play. An IRC is now selling 
for $2 USD. An IRC can be used (theoreti- 
cally) in any country that is a member of 
the United Postal Union. The receiver is 
typically able to exchange an IRC for post- 
age to cover an ounce letter. However, in 
some countries, exchanging IRCs can be a 
challenge — including here in the United 
States. So simply do a little homework on 
the destination of your QSL request and 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WWW.W2IKY.cCOM 
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enclose a couple of “green stamps” or IRCs 
as appropriate. 

Remember the comment about postal 
workers being able to spot “valuable” mail? 
One of the dead giveaways is including 
callsigns, yours or the DXs, on the outside 
of the envelope. It is always a best practice to 
leave this information out of the addresses. 
Simply include the names and addresses 
leaving out any information that might 
indicate “valuables inside.” In the event 
that postal theft is a large problem, consider 
using registered mail. Sometimes the offi- 
cial stickers will deter would-be thieves. 

In addition to including return postage, 
always include a self-addressed envelope. 
If your return envelope must be folded, 
fold it in half placing the fold towards the 
bottom of the outer envelope. This will 
prevent your return envelope from getting 
cut in half when the package is slit with a 
letter opener. 

If you are sending your QSL request 
to a stateside manager, it’s not necessary 
to include the return postage in dollars 
(although I’m sure they would be apprecia- 


_tive of your generosity), but certainly make 


sure the return envelope is stamped. Since 
itcan take several months for even stateside 
cards to be returned, if there is a postage 
increase scheduled in the near future, be 
sure to include the additional postage on 
your return envelope. The postage increase 
may only be a few pennies, but over the 
course of many hundreds or thousands of 


Your Transmit Audio ls Outstanding! 


The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
professional audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
management tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune fed microphone with 


8 Bands of Equalization. Customize your audio for that rich, ful 
etrating, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio “personality” 


broadcast sound or 


another instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
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and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 


any microphone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
{evel controls for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone jacks. 
Headphone monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


845-889-4933 
W2IHY Technologies . ~ 
19 Vanessa Lane « Staatsburg, NY 125) 
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WWW.W2IKY.COM 


& jabor warranty. 
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aximum usable frequency from West 
Coast, Central U.S. and East Coast (courtesy 
of Engineering Systems Inc., Box 1934, Middleburg, 
VA 20118). The numbers listed in each section are the 
average maximum usable frequencies (MUF) in MHz 
for contacting five major areas of the world centered 
on Africa—Kenya/Nairobi, Asig—Japan/Tokyo, 
Oceania— Australia/Melbourne, Europe—Germany/ 
Frankfurt, and South America— Brazil/Rio de Janeiro. 
Smoothed sunspot number = 12. Chance of contact as 
determined by path loss is indicated as bold *MUF 
for good, plain MUF for fair, and in (parentheses) for 
poor. UTCin hours. - 


DX Prediction — November 2007 


WEST COAST 

0) 
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM 
10 (9) ook. (8) =-*12 
12 (9) § *2 (8) 2) 
14 (16) 8 12 
16 20 0 1) ee 
18 21 0) 5) (9) #29 ~~ 
20 21 = *18 20 (9) #29 
22 ig *18 24 (8) #29 
Mm 15 *17 27 8 #25 
2 12 15 25 8 7 
4 ik 16 18 8  *15 
6 (10) *9 16 8  *14 
8 (10) 9 *14 #8 #43 


CENTRAL U.S.A. 

so 

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM 
& — 8 *12 48 #12 
10 (9) — 8 12 (8) 12 
12 (17) 8 12 13 #33 
14 21 8 *19 15 #26 
16 22 (8) 17 15 $28 
18 *22 (Sas) (2) 229 
20 Bt (14) 21 (9) *29 
22 *18 17 24 9 #25 
24 *12~— (14) 24 § #19 
2 Vi 10) 16 8 416 
4 10 (9) 14 8 *14 
6 (10) *8 13 et 

EAST COAST 

so 

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM 
7 (12) *8 {12} Ree F15 
9 (12) 8 12 G8) 42 
11 22 8 12 14 #21 
13 *27 8 *21 *16 #25 
15 +28 (8) 18 16 = #27 
17 *28 (8) (15) 14. #29 
19 *24 (8) (18) (10) —-*30 
21 *20 = (14) 23 9 *26, 
23 *15 = (14) 24 8 *20 
1 #14 (10) 16 S817 
3 +13 (9) (14) 8 *15 
5 #12 (8) 113) 8 *i4 


cards, those costs do add up and have to be 
covered by the DX station or their manager. 
And this may sound like common sense, 
but putting US postage on a return envelope 


that is going outside the USA isn’t going to 
do anybody any good. However, there are 
places that sell “mint stamps” which allow 
you to purchase foreign postage stamps. 
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This method is occasionally used as an 
alternative to sending dollars. 

As long as we're on the topic of envelopes, 
it’s a good practice to use the “security 
lined” envelopes. These are the ones that 
have blue or black “cross-hatching” on 
the inside that make it difficult to see the 
contents. This helps obscure the fact that 
valuables might be inside. If the “bad guys” 
can’t see the dollars, then there is a better 
chance your card will make it to its final 
destination. However, I have had a difficult 
time locating “air mail’ envelopes (the ones - 
with the blue and red stripes) that have the 
security lining so in lieu of the air mail des- 
ignation, I have been using plain white letter 
sized envelopes with good results. Do keep » 
in mind, however, that if you use the plain 
white envelopes, be sure to pick up some 
air mail stickers from the post office. These 
are free and the post office will usually be 
happy to give you several sheets by simply 
for the asking. The stickers help ensure that 
your card request will go via air mail and 
not get held up somewhere because it looked 
like domestic mail. 

Another aspect to consider about the 
envelope is whether or not it has a glued 
flap or the newer type with a peel-off strip. 1 
never thought much about this as somebody 
doing the QSL requesting, hewever, over 
past few years I’ve begun to receive card 
requests for my various DX operations. I 
can tell you with great confidence that the 
DX station (or manager) will appreciate it if 
your return envelope uses the peel-off strip. 
Imagine having to lick the flaps of hundreds 
of envelopes each day. Talk about needing 
to keep a glass of water on hand! I’ve even 
tried using a damp cloth or sponge and that 
just makes a bigger mess — water and glue 
everywhere! With the “peel-off” strip, it’s 
just pull, fold, seal — envelope ready to be 
dropped in the mailbox. No mess whatso- 
ever — and my tongue isn’t stuck t to the roof 
of my mouth. 

When filling out your QSL request, be 
sure the times are in UTC or GMT. It’s 
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very easy to accidentally log times in your 
local time, but the DX station will not find 
you logged at that time. So now he has to 
figure out the time difference and ensure the 
QSO is valid. This adds to his “workload” 
of answering QSLs. 

One of the biggest mistakes I see being 
made is to request several calls in the same 
envelope. Many DxX stations have multiple 
calls — personal, contest and maybe DXpe- 
dition. When you request a QSL from a DX 
station (or his manager) and include more 
than one call in the envelope, it slows the 
process down considerably. From my own 
personal experience and from what I’ve read 
from QSL managers, there is a workflow 
that takes place when answering QSLs. 
For instance, I will separate all of the cards 
by callsign being requested. So, let’s say I 
end up with 4 stacks. I now begin verify- 
ing the QSO data for each card. However, 
if somebody requests a QSL for callsign 
A and callsign B, either on the same card 
or in the same envelope, I have to set that 
card and their return envelope aside (and 
hope they don’t get separated) and work on 
it separately. Another scenario — perhaps 
the manager has logs for callsign A, but not 
callsign B. Unfortunately all of this causes 
your reply to be delayed. So, even if you 
are sending cards to the same DX station or 
manager, please send separate “packages” 
for each call you wish to QSL. 

Keep in mind that it can take several 
months for your reply to arrive, even when 
sending to stateside managers. Sending 
emails to them after the first week asking 
where your card is will not speed the pro- 
cess — in fact it will likely slow it down 
because now not only are there hundreds 
of QSLs to be answered, there are also 
hundreds of emails! A general rule of thumb 
is to wait at least six months before sending 
a second request. . 

You can see that there are many things 
to consider when sending for a direct QSL 
confirmation yet we’ve merely scratched 
the surface. However, I hope this gives you 


a few things to think about and helps to 
improve your return rate. QSLing is still one 
of the great things about DXing. Once you 
start a collection of cards, it’s always enjoy- 
able to thumb through them on some cold, 
snowy afternoon with each card bringing 
back fond memories about that QSO. 


ARRL QSL Updates 
As long as we’re on the topic of 
QSLing, ARRL DXCC Manager, Bill 
Moore (NCIL) states that “Effective 06 
September 2007, the ARRL Outgoing 
QSL Service will no longer accept QSL 


_ cards for shipment to HH (Haiti) and 


OL (Sierra Leone).” Bill also mentions 
that “when sending cards to confirm 
1X1 callsigns, the ARRL QSL Service 
requests you note somewhere on the 
card the person who ‘requisitioned’ the 
callsign. This will expedite routing to the 
proper station and may result in quicker 
processing of cards handled through the 
ARRL US Incoming Bureaus. To locate 
the person responsible for a 1X1 callsign, 
please visit this site: http://www.ncvec. 
org/IxI.php. Enter the 1X1 callsign. 
When the screen appears, select the 1X1 
callsign based on the event you worked. 
Click ‘Details’ on the right-side of the 
page to determine the person responsible 
for the operation. “See Requisitioned by’. 
Remember, callsigns may be issued more 
than once, so following the above proce- 
dure will allow the QSL Service to direct 
it to the proper person. Feel free to direct 
any questions to gsl/@arrl.org” 


New Operator 
on Mayotte 

It appears that the relatively rare island 
of Mayotte (FH) has a new Ham. Alain, 
F4RPW, states that he is now a resident 
of Mayotte and has received the callsign 
FHILE. He recently arrived on the island 
and is gradually getting all his equipment 
sorted. He will use a vertical antenna to 
begin with and will be using a FT-897 
as his rig. Alain plans to operate on SSB 
and maybe CW if he can find the time to 
practice a little more. He also plans to oper- 
ate digital modes (PSK31, RTTY) with a 
Microham interface. Alain also brought 
with him a beam antenna, but he states, 
“T’m not sure the garden is large enough”. 
Let’s hope he can plant that antenna in the 


garden. With a little water, who knows what 
might sprout! 


Another Semi-Rare Entity 
Gets A New Ham 

Tom, KC@W, recently moved to St. 
Helena Island and is expected to be active 
as ZD7X. His activity will be on modes 
CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK. Look for his 
operations on 160-6 Meters. Special atten- 
tion will be given to 40, 75/80 and 160 
Meters. ZD7X will be active in all major 
contests and Tom has already announced 
that he will be active as a Single-Op/Low- 
Power entry in both the CQ World Wide 
DX SSB Contest (27-28 October) and the 
CQ World Wide DX CW Contest (24-25 
November). When not coritesting Tom will 
be DXing in general. His QSL Manager 
is WOMM. 


The Gambia 


By. the time you read this the team known 
as the “Mosquitos Contest Club” should be 
QRV from The Gambia. The operation is 
expected to take place between 17-30 Octo- 
ber. The team will use the callsign C52C 
and C5@C. Activity will be on all HF bands 
(160-10M) and 6M with an emphasis on the 
lower bands, especially 160M. During their 
DxXpedition, the team hopes to activate Bijol 
Island (AF-060). QSL via OM2FY, by the 
Bureau or direct to: Branislav Daras, P.O. 
Box 6, Bratislava 28, 82008, Slovakia. The 
DXpedition will QSL all correct SWL 
reports. For updates, visit: http://www. 
om0c.com/gambia/index.himl 

— That’s it for this month's column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your mind. 
Thanks to the OPDX Bulletin and ARRL 
for providing additional information. If you 
have any DX information you would like 
announced, please send the information 
at least two months in advance to n0vd@ 
dxcentral.com. Until next time, see you in 
pileups! — NOVD ‘ 
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_ CALL MANAGER 


3D2MT 
3D2MT 

VK2CCC (b) 
3W2TXR JA2TXR 
3W9R -~«OOKIJN 
3Z@LH —s- SPIPBW 
4K9W  — DLOKVA 
4S7BRG HB9BRM 
4STHIG = ON4HIL 
4SINNG JA4AVP 
4S7VK DJ9ZB 
4UIUN _HB9BOU 
5PIDX OZ6B 
SR8FL G3SWH 
SR8FU —- SMSDIZ 
SR8UO DF8UO 
6WISE  JR2KDN 
7Q7BI G4AHK 
7SOSF] SM@BYD 
TSIDBALA SK7CN 
7S6LGT © SK6NL 
7X2EB —EA7FTR- 
TZIHL DJ9ZB 
7ZiSI EA7FTR 
TZ1UG DGIXG 
8S2G0TC 

SM7BHM 
8S3SYL SM3CVM 
.8S6IL + SM6TUW 
8S6LGT  SK6GX 
8S6LL  SM6PVB 
8S6VAN  SM6JSM 
9A/VE3ZIK DL3PS 
9A@LH 9ATK 
9ASLO/P OKILO 
9GICL WD4KZK 
9HSLB OHIEI 
9J2BO G3TEV 
9J2CA G3SWH 
9M2/G4VGO 

OK1DOT 
9M2CP 9VICP 
9M6QQ. ~—s- DFSUG 
9M8QQ  DFSUG 
9QIEK  SM5DQC 
9QITB SM5DQC 
A25MC —-G4RCD 
A35EA ZLIAMO 
A6GIAB —«IZ8CLM 
AGIC - W4JS 
A61HH A61AV 
A6IM A6IAV 
_ AGIR EA7FTR 
AGITX waJs 
AT6@MY VU2NRO 
AY7X - WD9EWK 
C31CT EA3QS 
CN8KD = EASXX 
CN8YE  EA7FIR 
CO2HQ _EB7AEY 
CO2JD AD4Z 
CO2NB’ EASKB 
CO2VQ._—sEASKB 
CO6XN  N3ZOM 
CQBODX CT2GZE 


LY IF (a) 


QSL MANAGERS 


a 


—s- . 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER 
CQS5N CT6ARL JDIBMM JA6GXK SN75@C SPOPKZ | 
CQ7C CT2GZB K4L W4MOT SOIEKO DLIEKO 
CT7GIL CSIAAM K8E N8MR STI@OS ST2M 
CU8AS HB9CRV LR3DX LU7DSY SV@XAO DJSJH 
CV7FARO- CXIFA LUIECZ EASKB T32GW WB6NOA 
CV9T CXITA LU3DXG LU7DSY TCILHW TAIFR: 
' CX3CCE CX2ABC LU6XA LU7DSY TC25SG TAIHZ 
CXS5UR EASKB LZ13@SV LZ2LE TC4LHW TA2RX 
CX7CO +=KASTUF LZI7OVL_ LZIKZA TJ3SL F5PSA 
DK2@@7EKT DJ6SI LZ5@DX LZIAF TL8CK F6EWM 
ED6URB EA6ZX MM@BNN/P TM4CR F4ELJ 
EG3MED EA3GM M@BNN TM4ST F4ELJ 
EHILSI EA1AUO MM@XAU DJ6AU TT8FC EA4AHK 
EI7S5IRTS EI6HB OHIAV/2  OHIBOI UA@IDZ/p RW®@IZ 
EK3GM IK2QPR ONI®®@@B ONSLL UE@LLL RU@LM 
EM15B UTIBC ONI®@SCOUT UE®@QDA/@ 
EMS5@ARDF ON7IG RX3RC 
US@VA ON14CS  ON4RSX UEIRSM UAIRJ 
FSKAQ/P F5RJM ON6MAF ON6KN UE6MAC RZ6MF 
GB@CBE G5XV ON6@HRT ON7TIG UE6UFO RZ6AU 
GB@GRA M@JHW ON6@NLB ON3AD UQ8GU UN8GU 
GB@SH MW®@JZE ON6@SNW ON7KO V5/DJ8VC DIsVe 
GBISL GW@®VML ON6@TWS ON8RH VELOTA/P 
GB2BML. M@CNP OX/PA3EXX/p VEIVOX 
GB2LBN GM4UYZ PA3EXX VP8LGT VP80ON 
GB2SCA G4SSH OY3QN OZ1ACB VP8ROT GM@HCQ 
GBSBIG GI2BX OZS5@JOTA VRIONN 
GC4BRS/p OZ4ADP WA4WTG 
GW@ANA RI@OOLE VU2PEP KF9TC 
GM@ANA/p UA3DDA W2T N200 
GW@ANA RIFJT UA4RC W5P WC5C 
HB9LH HB9DLO RK3DZJ/1 RA3DEJ W8L K8PT 
HL@LPM/3 SD3N SM3NXS WH2D K3U0C 
6K2BWA SE2T SM2YIZ XRIH HAIAG 
HZIAN DJ9ZB SG3U  , SM3CXS XR4C CE6AMN 
HZI1IK DK7YY SNI@@S  SP9ZHR XU7TZG ON7PP 
HZ1ZH EA7FTR SNI@IPA YB9/PAORRS 
Il4GOR IK3MZS SP9PZU (a) PA@RRS 
IR8DX IK8VRH SNI@IPA Y WS5AS DMA4TI 
J3/DL7VOG SQ9ZM (b) ZL6LH ZLIVK 
DL7VOG SNILH SP3VT (a) bureau (b) direct 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
6K2BWA _ Song Jang Woon, 104-1004 Daewoo Apt, Dangwang Dong, 
Anseong, Gyeonggi 456-705, Korea 
TX4AN Mohamed Boukhiar, P.O. Box 30133, Barcelona 08080, Spain 
9N7JO Stig Lindblom, Jum Changphimai, 147/1 Moo 3, Tambon Boot, 
Ban Ta Bong, Phimai, TH-30110 Nakhon Ratchashima, Thailand 
DMA4TI Udo Soeldner, Grenzweg 10, 99610 Wundersleben, Germany 
EA6ZX P.O. Box 240, 07080, Palma de Mallorca, Spain 
F5RJM Denis Villemin, 4 Le Flaquet, F-50470 Tollevast, France 
LU7DSY Carlos Alberto Almiron, P.O. Box 709, 
8000 Bahia Blanca - Buenos Aires, Argentina 
OHIBOI Jari Talkara, Lylykatu 16, 24280 Salo, Finland 
PA3EXX Johan Willemsen, Belmolendijk 12, 1693 DJ Wervershoof, 
The Netherlands 
RWOQIZ Rudolf A. Yanson, P.O. Box 183, 685000 Magadan, Russia 
SM3CXS __ Jorgen Svensson, Berghemsvagen 11, 
SE-86336 Sundsbruk, Sweden 
SM3NXS_ Sten Holmgren, Centrumgatan 22, SE-864 31 Matfors, Sweden 
VK2CCC_ Tomas Magyla, 7 Churchill Avenue, Wahroonga, 
NSW 2076, Australia 
VP80ON Donald Betts, P.O. Box 809, Stanley, Falkland Islands, 


FIQQ-1ZZ, South Atlantic 


WD9EWK Patrick Stoddard, 4031 E. Aster Drive, Phoenix, AZ 


85032-7417, USA 
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on FM, VHF, & REPEATERS 


Will Digital Voice Revitalize Repeaters? — 


eorge McCouch, K3UD, asked an 
GCG discussion group whether 
or not the emerging digital modes 
will revitalize the nation’s repeater usage 
level. He noted that it is amazing these days 
to pass through areas where there are lots 
of repeaters but very little on no activity. 
He received many responses based on 
technology, but my answer was “No. Nei- 
ther D-Star, APCO-25 or any digitalization 
will revitalize repeaters. The revitalization, 
or increased use of repeaters, is a “human 
problem” not a technical one.” 

The human problem is simply a declin- 
ing interest in Ham Radio in general and 
VHF/UHF relay communications in par- 
ticular. We do get spurts of growth, but 
the reality is that with a 10-year license 
term there is no way to really know when 
folks drop out or become Silent Keys. 
Nor do we know how many of that “true 
number” are active. 

Some are quick to blame the lack of use 
of repeaters on the latest rounds of restruc- 
turing of the Amateur Radio service. They 
assume that all the folks that used to be on 
repeaters have moved to HF using paper 
upgrades. But the spectral loading on 
HF belies this. If all the folks now gone 
from repeaters across our nation were 
now on HF, the bands would be far more 
crowded than they have ever been. Also, 
the manufacturers and dealers would be 
dancing with joy and issuing daily press 
releases quoting massive sales increases. 


. Scorpion Antennas 
> 4602 E. Molly Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
623/326-8780 
scorpionantennas@cox.net 
www.scorpionantennas.com 


Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 


But neither has happened. : 

As I write this, I am listening to 20 
Meters. It is 3 p.m. and the band should 
be loaded. If anything, the activity is 
down quite a bit from a year ago. Far 
fewer folks holding QSOs and definitely 
fewer check-ins to service nets I listen in 
on. So, unless they are all just listening, 
the folks no longer on repeaters have not 
in big numbers come to HF 

Many of those who became Hams to 
use repeaters for inexpensive, family-based 
utility communications have moved over 
to cellular telephones because that service 
is now affordable to almost every income 
level. In many cases, multiple phones are 
given away free of charge by the service 
provider just to get complete families to 
sign up. With cellphones providing at 


least the “aura” of privacy — if not the’ 


reality — I suspect a lot of former Ham 
Radio families have moved there. Other 
“repeater only” hams simply tired of it and 
have moved on to other interests. 


Where Will Digital Voice 
on VHF/UHF Lead? 

In this writer’s view, D-Star, APCO 25 
or whatever other digital ciphering intro- 
duced into Ham Radio will mainly impact 
on emergency communications more 
than any other facet of the hobby. While 
digitalization might initially attract a small 
number of those who need to be on the 
technology forefront — the rest of the rank 


Wholesale/Retail 
Battery Sales 


NIMH, NICADS, COAK, Antennas, 
Connectors, and more 


Free catalog upon request 
DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 


and file will not jump on the “digital Ham 
Radio bandwagon” until there is enough of 
an established user base and relay system 
base to make the switchover worthwhile. 
Likely, that “base” will come from those 


involved in emergency communications — 


‘ 
: 


| 


work and who see digital voice and data 


as a way to greatly improve their commu- 
nications through-put. Once they establish 
the “base” and the only way for Joe Ham 


‘to talk with his old buddy who has gone 


digital — is for him to go digital — then 
the numbers on digital repeaters will begin 
to increase — as the use of analog FM 
continues to decrease. — 

I think D-Star will prevail over APCO 
25 or any other form of digital cipher for 
Ham Radio VHF/UHF relay communica- 
tions. Icom has a very smart marketing 
division that is being very aggressive in 


' putting as many D-Star radios as possible 


into the hands of users before any compet- 

ing radio system is brought to market. 
On the other hand, there are no off- 

the-shelf, ““made exclusively for Ham 


Radio” APCO-25 transceivers available — 


in the U.S. marketplace and none on the 
horizon. Maybe its a better system as its 


~ proponents claim, but without a radio that 


can be purchased at a price comparable to 
D-Star and with all the features of D-Star 
and “marketed” under a name to attract 
Hams — then it is an “also ran” in the 
world of Amateur Radio. 

Yes, there are “commercial radios” that 
can be made to cover the Ham bands by 
simple programming using a computer, but 
amateurs want gear at Ham Radio prices. 
They also want it to work on the Ham 
bands right out of the box. 


Where Will It Lead? 

Icom is obviously supporting D-Star. 
Yaesu (Vertex — Standard) has its WIRES 
II system. Alinco is here with Digital Voice 
and Kenwood is into support of Echolink. 
The rumored Kenwood D-Star compliant 
radio may exist in Japan but it’s not here 
in the USA and nobody knows if it ever 
will be. 

The bottom line: Icom-supported D-Star 
remains the digital front runner, at least for 
the moment. In my view D-Star is likely 
to become the worldwide digital standard 
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on VHF and UHF for combined voice and - 


data utility at least for emergency com- 
munications work. And while it definitely 


will increase the “utility” of any repeater 


adopting it, whether or not it leads to an 
increase in the number of users on a given 
repeater is a matter of pure conjecture. 


Some Thoughts 
on Paper Repeaters 


“Paper Repeaters” hold coordination 
but never have been on the air or have 
been off, but holding the channel pair “on 
paper” for a long time. They were a pain 
when I put up my first repeater back East 
in the late 60s. They weie when I served 
with the Southern California Repeater 
Association in the *70s and ’80s. And 
they remain so to this day. And there is a 
reason. Let me explain. 

It is really up to the individual seeking 
coordination services whether or not to 
accept the coordinator’s recommenda- 
tion based on the coordinator’s technical 
expertise. If he/she does, then the repeater 
is considered as “coordinated.” If he/she 
does not, then the repeater — if it comes 
to the air is considered as “uncoordinated.” 
That is where the coordinator’s responsi- 
bility really ends. 

It does not mean that a coordinator has 
the authority to tell a repeater that goes 
out of operation — or one that has yet to 
come to the air — that it can’t. Only the 
FCC or the federal courts can do that. 
In reality, the only thing a “coordinator” 
can do in these situations is to rescind its 
recommendation. If the under-utilized 
or non-existent “paper repeater” owner 


Brooklyn Ramblings: 20 
and the Third Rail 


Back in the day, CB calls were made up 
of a numeric prefix, the letter W orQ anda 
four number suffix. In New York City the 
prefix number was 2. One of the 11-meter 
operators who lived a few miles away from 
me was a notorious “over powered station.” 
His was one of the “2Q” series calls. I feel 
obligated not to give his name or callsign 
out, so let’s just call him “2Q.” 

2Q was in his mid ’50s when he got 
bitten by the CB bug. He went over to 
Lafayette Radio and bought a-modest set 
for about $80. He also put up one of the 
biggest directional antenna arrays I had 
ever seen. His roof sported three side-by- 
side stacked 5-element beams on a 30-foot 
tower. He was the “King of Channel 7” 
for the first several years of his CB career 
until “channel hogs” moved in. Almost 
overnight, 2Q went from channel king to 
nothing more than a heterodyne. 

2Q was upset and wanted his title back. 
He also lived at window height to one of 
the elevated trains that ply the streets of 
Brooklyn. He knew that unlimited power 
lay less than thirty-five feet away. 

I learned what 2Q was planning when 
he called to ask if I could help him put a 
bit stronger signal onto the 1 1-meter band. 
He had heard about me from others in 
hobby radio and thought I might be the 
right person to make him “king of the hill” 
once again. 

What he had in mind was a VFO-con- 


trolled, 2000 watt — or higher — 100% 
plate-modulated 11-meter transmitter! 

I have to admit that I was intrigued. I was 
far too young to understand his motives. 
Rather it was the idea of building a piece 
of gear that outputted more than 50 watts 
that was the lure. I might have taken on 
the project had it not been for one techni- 
cality. It had to operate at a plate voltage 
of around 650 volts. You guessed it. 2Q 
intended to rob power from the third rail 
of the elevated train running just outside 
and just above of his window. It was at this 
point that I beat a hasty retreat. 

Year later I read a report in one of the 
New York City newspapers. It was a short 
few lines that might have been easily 
missed if not for the half-inch banner head- 
line that read: “Brooklyn Radio Operator 
Indicted for Power Theft.” 

Yes folks, it seems that “2Q” had not 
only done it, but had gotten away with it 
for over a decade. 


A Final Word 


From our home to yours: The best of 
season’s greetings from those of us who 
write the late shift in the City of Angels. 

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, CA 
91350. His 24-hour/day voice and fax line 
is 805/296-7180. He can also be reached 
by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno.com or 
wa6itf@arnewsline.org. & 


MAKE HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS 


1€F-121 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF, 50 Watts, 136-17 4MHz, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutimode, alphanumeric pant auto ID. 
(Stone, 2 tone encode)... aa Call 
ICF-421S Same but 8 Channels: (a no 0 display ).... Call 
ICF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radio UHF, 45 Watts, ‘440-490MHz, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutimode, alphanumeric ane auto ID. 
(5 tone, 2 tone encode) Call 
ICF-221S Same but 8 Channels (no display)... 


ignores the coordinator’s request, then the 
coordinator can do no more. 

The bottom line: Having “been there 
and done that” as a coordinator — with 
the exception of those rare instances 
where the FCC chooses to get involved 
(usually because of mutual on-channel 
interference between a coordinated and 
an uncoordinated repeater) there is no 
other way for a coordinator to deal with 
the issue of repeaters that operate without 
the coordinator’s blessing, those that may 
only be keyed up once every three moths 
or even those that exist only in the dreams 
of a want to be repeater owner. Until 
such time as the FCC deems the issue of 
“under utilized”: and / or “paper repeat- 

rs” of enough significance to warrant 
the agency’s attention, they will remaina 
_ part of the problem that we all must learn 
to live with. 


ICF-421S 
ICF-221S 


ITS-10-KiT1 Build Your Own Repeater !! 
interface for COM repeaters. Interconnection between 2 
iCOM F121 221 radios. No soldering required. 


a) Single repeater b) Bidirectional repeater 
c) Cross band repeater 

d) Any parameters. 

Programmable by software. 

$OPC1122. Programming interface kit You can program ICOM 
mobile 121/221 Series commercial radios. 
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SAN DIEGO, CA. $2154, U.S.A. 
PH. (619) 661-9160 FAX 661-9159 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
PH (305) 889-1127 FAX 639-3351 


1630 PAISANO DR 
PH (915; $33-5113 FAX 5424701 
EL PASO, TX, 70001 U.S.A, 
Toll Free 888-533-5119 
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The Entitlement Ethic, Again 


ll of my pre-school years were 
Assn with the Great Depres- 

sion of 1929-1935. During that 
time, my father gave up his engineer- 
ing position with an electric light utility 
company in order to “save” my mother’s 
parents’ farm. So as a kid, I heard a lot 
about folks who were “too lazy to work” 
and who “‘lived on the dole?’ (that is, who 
received.public welfare payments) and who 
thought that “the world owes them a living.” 
I shouldn’t be surprised to discover that I 
have inherited a lot of that rural American 
work ethic espoused by my parents. So I’ve 
always believed that the American Way is 
to Earn Your Way with work, and that there 
was something a bit improper in the lives 
of those who spend too much time or too 
many resources on “play,’ whatever that 
“play” might happen to be. 
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MasterCard 


Alan Pickering, KJ9N 


But recently I have discovered that a 
number of those who have joined the ranks 
of Amateur Radio, exhibit a behavior that 
I heard my parents complain about — 
what I call “the Entitlement Ethic,” which 
consists of the attitude that someone, 
somewhere out there in Radio-land, needs 
to do something in order to make Amateur 
Radio more pleasant, more accessible, 
and more convenient for them and their 
buddies. And because this group or that 
one, such as the Quarter Century Wireless 
Association, hasn’t responded with a great 
big shout of ehthusiasm to these demands 
to “do something” or other that Joe Sixpack 
and his friends want, then Amateur Radio 
is being victimized by these groups that 
just don’t understand their responsibility 
to supply the necessary wide-area, big 
footprint repeaters, or digital sites, or high 
towers, or: communications networks in 
umpteen protocols that Joe Sixpack has 
been licensed for, and thus has a right to 
use, available 24/7. Of course, Joe Sixpack 
and his friends have never contributed even 
one thin dime to cover the costs involved 
in the implementation of their are I say 
“selfish?”) demands. Joe Sixpack believes 
that because he has a transceiver and/or 
computer and the software to operate five 
modes, then it is someone else’s responsibil- 
ity to build the equipment or the networks 
or the multi-media facilities so Joe and his 
Sixpack friends can play but never have to 
pay. That’s what I mean by the “entitlement 
ethic” as applied to our service hobby of 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 


Then you should belong to the 


Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 
Dept. R 
P.O. Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
http://www.qcewa.org 


Amateur Radio, and I both fear and believe 
that the entitlement ethic is a growing 
attitude that can only further divide and 
split apart the unity we need to protect our 
frequencies and operating privileges. 

That is why I shake my head in utter dis- 
belief when I hear a newly upgraded Ama- 
teur verbally trash CW operators as being 
somehow impossibly antiquated human 
beings because they. haven’t yet rushed 
out to buy the latest D-Star transceiver. Or 
who tell me the ARRL needs to “get with 
it’ and promote exclusively and critically 
some form of digital communications or 
spread spectrum or some other mode — 
frequently a mode or sub-channel protocol 
that is now in vogue in the United States 
military establishment or the Television 
industry. Or who advise me that unless “T 
(or the QCWA, or the Amateur Radio Club 
I happen to be attending that week) do not 
immediately provide this or that mode of a 
repeater, then I will be contributing to the 
demise of our mutual hobby.” Balderdash, 
is my usual response, along with a dig of 
my own: “I/we would like to do that, but it 
will never happen until tightwads like you 
and your Joe Sixpack friends cough up the 
bucks necessary to make it happen.” Or 
who insist that “you guys need to forget 
about high-speed CW, and high-speed 
packet, APRS and all that old-mode crap 
and embrace the future, like my buddies 
and I in Oreo-boola-ga-ga.” O Yeah, when 
pigs fly and elephants learn to jump. 

I find confirmation of the rise of the 
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entitlement ethic all about me these days. 
Yesterday’s newspaper had an Associated 


‘Press story about College and University 


Admissions Officers seeking a way to 
measure the “authenticity” of their appli- 
cants. The leading proposal for high school 
graduates seeking entry was for them to 
exhibit authenticity by deliberately making 
a typographical error in the writing of any 
required essay for admission, or other- 
wise avoid perfection lest the applicant 


appear to be too accurate, too correct, or , 


too much like a computer spell-checker 
instead of being more error-prone, and 
thus more human.” Is that what is meant 
by the “dumbing down” of America? Since 
when is error a greater virtue than truth? 
“Where, O where, have the good students 
gone, long time passing?” — to paraphrase 
a line from a tune the 1960s flower people 
found pleasure in singing. 

Another Press story reports that the 
authorities in Dhaka, Bangladesh, faced 
with student protests about a military- 
backed, government-imposed curfew, 
brought order out of chaos by shutting 
‘down all cell-phones. How do you “cutting 
edge” folks like those bananas? Here is a 
society in a third-world country, that has 
already become so dependent upon the 
latest in personal communications wireless 
technology that the nation can be virtually 
paralyzed by shutting down the local celi- 
phone networks. But aren’t we “owed” the 
right to communicate wirelessly by the 
government? Isn’t all that old copper wire 
science long useless and dead? How dare 
“they” deny me the right to call my Sixpack 
buddies 24/7? Ah yes, someone obviously 
didn’t “get with it” in Bangladesh, and so 
folks there are stuck with those old fash- 
ioned landlines. 

Ah, me, alack and alas. Where’s the 
digital ARES and their trunked systems 
and their multi-mode equipment? Shall we 
riot over that (or the absence thereof)? 

But] am only belaboring the point. While 
the QCWA has in the past, and will in the 
future, | am sure, support all of the so- 
called advances in communications tech- 
nology, some of the older grey-beards will 
likely propose a slight delay here and there. 
CW is NOT dead. HF SSB non-linked nets 
have NOT gone the way of the Dodo bird. 
Hard-wired equipment modules have lots 
and lots of life left in them, and will not 


just die nor fade away. In other words, as 


the QCWA learned a long time ago, there 


is no free lunch. Each step forward has its 
costs, both financial and emotional, that 
accompany its rewards. Now, if we could 
only get some of the rest of the folks out 
there in Radio-land to understand that is 
the way the world works, wouldn’t we have 
a better functioning and better managed 
Amateur Radio service hobby? I think so, 
even though I am but one member of that 


RIGtalik UsB rig control interface 


USB to serial converter with TTL level output. Control your 


great group, the Proud, the Elite, and the 
Many — the QCWA. Join us, please, if you 
have been licensed 25 years or more. Visit 
www.qcwa.org and find out how. 

— 73, until next time. Alan Pickering, 
KJON, can be reached by sending mail 
to: 31860 Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 
33834; or by e-mail sent to: kj9n@arrl.net. 
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County Hunting Software 


Dennis Hall, KK7X 


believe that summer is behind us and 

that we are approaching the end of 
2007. Someone once told me that as we 
age the years will appear to go by more 
quickly. Here I am going into my 60th 
year and | am finally convinced they 
were right. 

One of the facts of growing older is 
that you begin to lose your friends. This 
past year has seen the loss of two of 
my closest friends, Ken, W7LQT, and 
Bill Starten, AD6Z. Then in June we 
saw the passing of longtime MARAC 
President, Bill Inkrote, K2NJ. The loss 
of W7LQT and AD6Z were most signifi- 
cant to me because W7LQT introduced 
me to County Hunting. I had the honor 
of giving AD6Z his first county and 
several last counties. The Last County 
Award issued by MARAC is ‘one of 
the most treasured awards in County 
Hunting and I am proud to have several 
of these awards hanging on my wall. 
These awards mean more to me than my 
USA-CA Award. 

We all want to enjoy a long and active 
life and while illness may prevent 
many of us from reaching our goals, it 
does not mean we have to give up. It is 
never too late to start being physically 
active. Using myself as an example, I 
was a sedentary person who has battled 
weight issues all of my life. After being 
diagnosed with atrial fibrillation in 2004 
I became more active; walking several 
miles as often as possible and taking up 
bicycle riding. Now I[ ride over 1,000 


[= know about you, but I can’t 


Pacific Antenna 
PAC-12t 


Portable antenna kits, 
parts and accessories 


www.pacificantenna.com 


1196 Phillips Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 


County unter columnis : 
Hall, KK7X, during a recent charity 
bicycle marathon. 


miles each year and in August completed 
the Courage Classic, a 174-mile bicycle 
tour over three mountain passes and I 
must tell you, I had a wonderful time. 
It was not easy. By the third day, my 
riding paced had slowed considerably 
and those last four miles to the top of Ste- 
vens Pass on Highway 2 in Washington 


PC BOARDS 


as low as $35.00 
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Midland Technologies 
34374 Frontage Rd. 


Bozeman, MT 59715 
1-800-726-8871 
www.midtechpcb.com 


. 


State were tough. There was a rider ser- 
vice center four miles from the stop and 
I took a well-deserved break. I watched 
as a number of younger-— and more 
slender — riders threw in the towel and 
hitched a ride on the Sag Wagon. There 
was no way that I was giving up at that 
point. It took me almost 50 minutes to 
go four miles but I did it. I rode all 174 
miles! You can view photos from the ride 
at http://kk7x.us/courageclassic 

In a recent email, Nancy Kott, WZ8C, 
suggested that with my interest in 
County Hunting and bicycling, an article 
on activating U.S. Counties Bicycle 
Mobile would be of interest. Doing some 
quick research I have found a number 
of articles on bicycle mobile, the major- 
ity of which involve VHF. I did find 
several articles on HF bicycling and I 
will cover my findings in the January 
issue. I have talked to my daughter, 
Denise, and she likes the idea of doing 
some bicycle camping next year so just 
maybe, and that is a big maybe, I can set 
up something for some QRP CW from 
the bicycle. Sounds like it could be fun. 
I'll keep ya posted. 

One of the questions I get asked the 
most is about software for County Hunt- 
ing. There are a number of commercial 
software packages that will track USA 
Counties as part of their regular opera- 
tion. For software just for county hunting 
there are a couple of choices. 

First are Kwiklog Classic and Kwik- 
log Lite. Kwiklog Lite is a Freeware 
program that will track counties for the 
USA-CA award only. The program has 
been redesigned to do one thing and 
that is to track your progress toward 
completion of the coveted CQ Magazine 
ALL US Counties award. It tracks only 
that award or the MARAC all counties 
award. It does however; create a log file 
that can be exported to KWIKLOG 
CLASSIC should you decide later that 
you want to track MARAC awards as 
well. The file when downloaded can be 


_ used to INSTALL the entire program 


on your computer. The program tracks 
the USA-CA award, prints MRC’s 
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(mobile reply cards). It has a built in 

_ call database of active county hunters 
to expedite logging time. If you wish to 
pursue the award by working ALL CW, 
the program allows you to set an option 
to automatically replace any SSB QSO 
with a CW QSO made subsequent to the 
SSB QSO thus allowing you to obtain 
the award with any QSO while creating 

_an all CW Book. 

CLASSIC is a shareware program 
with additional functions and the ability 
to track the two new MARAC AWARDS 
of Master Platinum and Digital Awards. 
In addition the CLASSIC program has 
three additional BOOKS (a book is 
the term used to represent a listing of 
all 3,077 counties of the USA used for 
most awards) for use in the future should 
additional awards be approved. One of 
these three available books has been 
assigned to QRP, as so many county 
hunters are now working the counties 
QRP. The other two books are ready for 
use and “will track” when you simply 
place a Y (for yes) in the log at the time 
you ADD the QSO to your log. So this 
sets up CLASSIC for the future. 

KWIKLOG CLASSIC automatically 

- maintains 25 different awards including, 
USA-CA, Master County Hunter Award 
(Bingo), Mobile YL, All SSB, All CW, 
Big Rigs, Teams, Master Gold, 5-Bands 
(10-15-20-40-80), 5-Stars, Transmitted 


Counties (Counties ran) , and a special, 


book of your own design, USA-PA, 
and the recently approved new awards 
Master Platinum, and All Digital, as well 
as three additional slots for future awards 
under the heading of Special Books. 
There is a new QRP book that allows 


The WorldRadio Archive Discs 


Now available for the years 1999, 2000, and 2001! Each disc 
includes the entire year of WorldRadio magazine. In addition 
to the digitally archived issues of WorldRadio on each dise, you 


for the tracking of all QRP QSOs with 


. various power grouping. All book home 


windows now display needed counties 
and completed counties with a single 
click on the state being viewed. 

The program determines the eligibil- 
ity of all calls worked for the various 
awards, and automatically places the 
QSO data “in the books” as you post 
your log. 

Four different call databases are 
maintained, one of which is by your 
own design. The program also accesses 


from within Callbook, Buckmaster's 


Ham Call, QRZ, and most other widely 
used call database programs. The call 
database programs are not available 
from KWIKLOG. The recommended 
call database is any of the above that is 
available in Windows versions. | 

A minimum of typing is required for 
operation of Kwiklog Classic. The pro- 
gram was designed to “point and click” 
Click on the two-letter state abbrevia- 
tion, double click on the county desired 
and any county line possible for that 


county, Click on the call worked, enter . 


the signal report or accept the default 
59 or 599 report and if log gging ‘iver 

that’s about it, except for pressing the 
enter key. Follow all type fields by 
the press of the enter key — not the 
tab key. Optionally, you can type in 
the two-letter state abbreviation and 
one or more letters of the county to 
display the counties associated with 
the letters typed. If the mobile is on a 
county line a list of “possible” county 
lines for the first county entered are 
also displayed for selection. This is 
an unofficial list of counties adjacent 


will also find copies of some of our best selling 
books. A sampling of titles include Aerials, When 
the Big One Hits, and 40+5 Years of HF Mobileering. 
Each disc is $24.95 + $2.00 s/h (CA residents 
add $1.93) and can be ordered from us at 

your convenience. 
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to the selected county that is not sepa- 
rated by a “wet line.” 
All books (remember, a book is 


. defined as a record of all 3,077 counties 


for a particular award) tracked are fully 
maintained and can be edited, needs 
viewed, and printed. A file of completed 
counties can also be created for mailing. 
More information on Kwiklog Classic 
can be found at http://kwiklog.com. The 
program is free to use but requires a $15 
registration to personalize with your 
Call. (Full disclosure, | own the rights 
to Kwiklog) 

MARAC has a logging program simi- 
lar to Kwiklog which has been developed 
by KD9ZP. The MARAC website does 
not have current information on the pro- 
gram but you may email Gene, kd9zp@ 
marac.org for more information. 

Another great program is Morse 
Runner and with the inclusion of the 
county hunter database is great prac- 
tice for the CW County Hunter. Morse 
Runner can be downloaded at /ittp:// 
www.dxatlas.com/MorseRunner/ Then 
visit http://www.w4gns.com and down- 
load the file of County Hunter Calls. I 
have used the program and it is a blast 
and is a good test of your skills. 

As always please keep our country and 
our troops in your prayers. Our freedom 
is at stake, as it has always been through 
our history. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be con- 
tacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. Haney 
Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or e-mail 


dennis@kk7x.us & 
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WorldRadio. 
Maybe others will say, 
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Ansel Adams!" 
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YLs Are Out and About 


Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


Ls did a lot this summer! 

\ Field Day, Hamfests and all 
sorts of events. Hope to see 

you participating as well. Let me 


know what YOU are doing in Ama- 
teur Radio! 


2007 Friedrichshafen, 
Germany 


Conny Wellner, DF8MN writes 
in about the annual Hamfest in 
Friedrichshafen, Germany. 


a [tet 


YLs meeting at the Friedrichshafen Hamfest in Germany. ical ii 


More than 18,000 radio amateurs 
came together in Friedrichshafen 
for the 3lst Ham Radio from 22-24 
June 2007. 

On Saturday, the 23 June all YLs 
had the opportunity to have a chat 
at their YL-meeting (with lots of 
coffee and cake). Around 300 YLs 
took part in this meeting. In the 
beginning several YLs were honored 
for having organized this event for 
many years. 

Annemarie Foederl, DJOER, and 


ATV at the EOC 


s incident commanders 


actually see what is going on 
and better allocate resources. 


Shouldn’t your ARES or RACES group 
add real time full motion color video 


_ to your communications capabilities? 
Check out the Public Service ATV 
Application notes, How to See Your First 
Picture, Products, Prices and more on our 
web site: WWW.HAMTV.COM 


CALL (626) 447-4565 -Th 8AM - 5:30 PM PST. 
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I, DF8MN, showed pictures and 
reported about our interesting trip 
to India in October 2006, where the 
International YL Meeting took place. 
We hope we could attract some more 
YLs to join this conference. We had 
a lot of fun and it was really great to 
visit this remarkable country. Many 
thanks to Sarla Sharma, VU2SWS, 
who made this possible. 

Come on and join us for the next 
meeting and journey through South 
Africa in autumn 2008. 

A great surprise was the short video 
from my husband, DL2GA. Jean 
Ruth, KB8YHN, and Mary Moore, 
W X4MM, sent their greetings from 
Dayton to Friedrichshafen. 


Southern Mississippi 
YLs Very Active 


Betty Jo Byrd, KBSCSQ, writes in 
about all the activities the Southern 
Mississippi Y Ls are doing. Wow, are 
they active! 

The Southern Mississippi Y Ls worked 
hard on the GOTA station during Field 
Day this year. They all earned certifi- 
cates for their participation. 

The group gets together for dinner 
as well. The picture is from a recent 
dinner and the next meeting was 
a covered dish get together on 13 
September. The covered dish dinner 
is unique, because they asked that 
a recipe accompany each dish. The 
Ladies are planning on putting 
together a Southern Mississippi YL 
cookbook as a fund raiser. 

Betty Jo also reminds us that if you 
are traveling in their area, they have 
a 2-meter net each Thrusday night 
on 147.375. Their membership of 33 
YLs averages 12-15 Ladies checking 
in on the net. 


Getting Around 

As Betty Jo reminds us, you can 
find YLs all over. When you travel, 
don’t forget to find out what repeat- 
ers and nets might be in the area. 
Amateur Radio is all about meeting 
new people and what better way to 
meet them than at local events. Local 


32 WorldRadio, November 2007 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Ba kr w left to right Yvonne, KESOFT; Barbara, W5PTG; Mary Ann, 
KCSVBZ; Melany, NSUCD; Jana, KKSDNA; Karen, KESMVR. Front row left 
to right Gene, KESMVZ; Angela age 8 working on Tech and daughter of Candy 
NS5UDO. 


Left to Rack Sarah KCSNFI: Judy, KESNSE; Karen, KESMVR: Novnne’. 
KESOFT, Candy; N5UDO, Angela; Cathy, NSUDP; Gene, KESMVZ; Barbara, 
W5PTG; BJ, KB5CSQ; Mary Ann, KC5VBZ; Melany, NSUCD; and Jana, 
KKSDNA. 
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events can include nets, repeaters, 
Hamfests, DXpeditions and much 
more. 

Winter is always a great time to 
get on the air. Hope to see you on the 
bands. Write and let me know what 
YL events are happening in your 
area of the world! I am sure there is 
something going on soon. 

— E-mail me at noha pu@earthiink: 
net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, 
Littleton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! 
Cheryl, NOWBV. ® 
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x) WITH THE HANDI-HAMS = 


The “blackboard logging system” needs a bit of work. fe 


= 


Operational Skills — The Next Step 


Avery Finn, KOHLA, and Patrick Tice, WAOTDA 


nce you earn your license, what 
(): you do? How do you get on 
the air? How do you operate your 
radio? What are the proper procedures to 
follow? What do you say when you first 
push the PTT switch? How do you oper- 
ate in a net? What if you are asked to be 
Net Control? 
When we were first licensed, there was 
a Novice license. Most everyone who 
wanted to be a “Ham” would certainly 
have listened to short-wave broadcasts 
and the Ham Radio bands long before 
they began studying for their first license. 
Since the expectation to learn Morse was 
a given, that first QSO would be pretty 
well structured and deliberate. You knew 


**** THE WIREMAN, INC™ **** 
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that you would conduct the contact in a 
certain way, trading basic information 
about your name and location, as well as 
your equipment. 

While this doesn’t sound terribly 
exciting, it served a purpose: It allowed 
new Hams to “learn the ropes” at a slow, 
deliberate pace. Few operators would 
come through this process not knowing 
the basics of how to call CQ or conduct 
an exchange on the air. 

Well, that is what the operational skills 
class is all.about. This year it was made 
more special because of the Handiham 


New TNC? New radio? Considering a 
Sound Card Interface for PSK-31? 
Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
made to order cables. 

We build everything from TNC to 
radio interconnect cables and 
sound card interface cables to 


coax assemblies made to YOUR 
specifications. 

Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 
Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 66204 

Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com 


40 Year Anniversary celebration. Special 
event stations WOEQO and WOZSW were 
in operation. This year everyone learned 
under some very special conditions. Each 
of the new operators had pile-ups of sta- 
tions waiting in line. Everyone in the class 
had the opportunity to be a net control on 
an HF net. The 75 Meter PICONET was a 
perfect place to learn to operate. Using the 
Collins “S” Line donated years ago by the 
late Senator Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, 
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_ campers were introduced to classic station 


equipment. 
_ Jerry Kloss, N@®VOE, had made 
_ advance arrangements with normal net 


controls to allow the Handi-Ham Radio. 


_ Camp people to take over several of the 
_ time slots. As one person was operating, 
_ another would be standing by to take over 
‘so the transition from one operator to the 
next was quick and easy. On 80 Meters 
that “S” line was putting out a signal just 
_ like it was brand-new. 
“Very nice signal.” 
“Good audio.” 
_ We did have a little trouble with drift. 
_ Remember that, you old timers? We had to 
_ re-learn how to let the tubes warm up, let 
the VFO settle down, tune the finals. ..Ah, 
those were the days! Most of the campers 
_ had never seen a radio that didn’t have 
- digital readout. Getting on the right fre- 
~ quency was a head-scratcher for some! 
But we had modern rigs, too. Most of 
the time 20 Meters was very HOT and we 
had a Kenwood TS-440 and two TS-2000s 
_ With speech chips and automatic antenna 
_ tuners. There were wire antennas, ver- 
ticals, and beams. Our best HF antenna 
_ was a tribander at 50 feet, used mostly on 
_ 20 Meter SSB. The same operator rotation 
_ was used there, and it seemed to work OK. 
- Our new operators had to contend with 
QSB and QRM for the first time. When 
the band went out, it did so very quickly. It 
_ would come back, but a whole new bunch 
_of people would be there waiting to get the 
contact. By using the “callbook” address, 
_ itmade it relatively easy for new operators 
make the contact without having to go 
through our contact information. Every 
Operator in the room had several turns at 
~ running stations for the special event sta- 
tions WOZSW & WGEQO. 
d Our primary function was to learn 
_ proper operating procedure when on the 


- air for both the UHF/VHF Bands as well _ 


as the HF Bands. After camp, licensed. 
~ people could go home to their own home 
towns and feel comfortable checking into 
~ anet or even being the net control. Did I 
~ mention that the dual-bander UHF/VHF 
tig was also busy on EchoLink and repeat- 
" ers most of the time? 

The best part is that it didn’t matter 
who our operator was. From the more 
experienced to the less experienced or 
someone with a speech problem, everyone 
contacted understood an took their 


time with us. 

Logging was a challenge. Some of the 
contacts were logged on paper and some 
were recorded in audio format on a digital 


‘ recorder. Those will have to be transcribed 


before we will have any idea of how many 
special event contacts were made. 

Operating skills are not a““given.” They 
can be taught — and learned! 


Do you know a person with a disability 
who might be interested in learning about 
Amateur Radio? Contact us. 

— Courage Handiham System, 3915 
Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN 
55422; toll-free: 1-866-426-3442; ham- 

‘ radio@courage.org; www.handiham.org 
© 


1296 MHz WAS #1 Awarded to Texas Ham 


| Ward, W5LUA, of Allen, Texas, 

is the first person to achieve the 
ARRL’s Worked All States (WAS) on 
1296 MHz, making him 1296 MHz 
WAS #1. 

Al begin his pursuit 25 Jan 77, with 
his first 1296 MHz contact with Leroy 
May, WSHN (SK). Al’s 30-year quest 
ended last week with confirmed con- 
tacts with Wyoming, Utah, and Idaho, 
giving Al his last three needed states, 
thanks to Paul Perryman’s, WASWCP, 
EME DXpedition. 

“T couldn’t have done this without 
Paul,” Al said. “Also, thanks to Ron 


Roche, K@ALL, and Barry Malow- 
anchuk, VE4MA, in North Dakota for 
number 47 in August. Without them, it 
just wouldn’t have been possible.” 
After collecting his 50th QSL card, 
Al drove from his home in Texas 
to Little Rock, Arkansas so ARRL 
President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, could 
verify his cards and complete his WAS 
paperwork. “Verifying QSL cards 
from 30 years of activity brought back 
a lot of memories of several stations 
active on 1296, many who are Silent 
Keys now,” Harrison said. 
— ARRL Letter 


sey 


Six-Meter Beacon in 


new 6-Meter propagation beacon 
has come to 50.060 MHz in 
the Czech Republic. According to 
OK2BVG, the OK@EMW experi- 
mental beacon is in operation from 
Grid Square JN88KS running | watt 


HYBRID- Ben 


MQ-24SR 


MINI 
HF BEAM 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Two element 

' MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 

6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced reflector 


MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 
MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Two element 


MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refi. 


MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna ‘ 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three element.E/R 


Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com . 


Czech Republic 


out to an inverted L antenna. It uses 
a home-built transmitter and identi- 
fies in Morse at 6 words per minute. 
QSN reports go by e-mail to /ubomir. 
bobalik@rtv5.cz 


— ARNewsline 


-Inside Amateur — 
Radio 


From the knowledgeable | ® 
and insightful pen of none 
other than Lenore Jensen, 
W6NAZ, comes this delightful 
collection of interviews with : 
the people who make Amateur Radio 
the engaging hobby it is. : 

A montage of short stories and anecdotes, 
everything from heartwarming tales and 
hilarious situations to courageous rescues, this 
book is an absolute must for any respectable 
Ham's library. You very likely will find a story 
about someone you know! Only $9, plus $3 s/h; 
CA residents add $0.70 sales tax. 


WorldRadio BOOKS 

P.O. BOX 189490 » SACRAMENTO, CA 95818 
TO ORDER WITH CREDIT CARD, CALL 916/457-3655 
AMERICAN EXPRESS « VISA+ MASTERCARD 


3 x : 
Rts 35, Inside 
ASmmatenr r Radig | 


WorldRadio, November 2007 35 


Viore 


ew things get the students’ atten- 
| ee in the classroom faster than 

food or drink. I always enjoyed 
watching their faces when I marched into 
the room with a basketful of lemons. I 
taught “Introduction to Amateur Radio” 
for 30 years to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders at 
an intermediate school in Staten Island, 
New York. Lots of things changed 
over 30 years, but the children always 
responded positively to new approaches 
and hands-on demonstrations. 

One of the things I loved best about 
the radio curriculum, was that you never 
knew exactly what new and unusual 
things we would learn each day. Making 
contact with different Ham operators 
could lead us to discussions and dis- 
coveries on so many different topics. 


Repeaters 


Repeater Controllers 
6M, 2M & 440 


30 watts 
tuned and on your frequency 


$399.95 
CTCSS tone...$69.95 


Controllers 


RC-1000V w/voice...$259.95 
RC-100...$129.95 
19" enclosure...$59.95 


Micro Computer Concepts 
New Port Richey, FL 
727/376-6575 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
e-mail: mcecrpt@verizon.net 
www.mecrpt.com 


36 WorldRadio, November 2007 


Line up the lemons so that you can 
link them to one another, with a bare 
copper wire and a clip in each, as in 
the illustration. 


Likewise, it was my responsibility to 
use ingenuity to produce exciting and 
informative lessons. I always knew 
there would be lots of smiles and curious 
expressions when I introduced the lesson 
on lemons. 

With a little creativity, you can turn 
an ordinary lemon into invisible ink, 
cleaning fluid, a rock tester, a rocket 
launcher, and a wet cell. Before getting 
to my “shocking” lemon demo, I would 
give a little background on the lemon 
and do a high motivational demo; such 
as the invisible ink lesson for secret 
messages. 

The lemon probably came to us from 
India. The small thorny-branched lemon 
tree was first planted in the United States 


Than Lemonade 


Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


during the California Gold Rush of 1849 __ 
to fight scurvy among the prospectors. 

Lemon juice is a remedy for rust, ink, 
and mildew stains. Oil from the lemon 
peel is used to make flavor extract, per- 
fumes, cosmetics, and furniture polish. 
Lemon juice is the main source of citric 
acid used in textile printing to keep 
the fabric clear of rust stains from the 
machinery. 

Now I will share with you some of my 
more “shocking” demos. I told the class 
that if they really want to shock their 
friends, they could do it by repeating 
an experiment first done by the Italian 
physicist Alessandro Volta two hundred 


years ago. 


Connect the free ends of the two wires 
to the terminals of the meter. 


Materials: lemon juice, nine 1-inch- 
—by-l-inch (2.5 cm x 2.5 cm) squares of 
paper towel, five pennies or other copper 
coins, and five dimes (or any other coin 


YOUR COMPLETE BATTERY SOURCE 


2-way Radio * Cellular ¢ Digital e Camcorder 
Laptop * Chargers® Analyzerse Cells 


Custom Assembly & Battery Rebuilding for: 
© Handheld Radios © Laptop © Camcorder © Test Equipment 


MOTOROLA 
Authorized Dealer 
OEM Battery Packs 


sales@nicdlady.com 
5000 BATTERIES ONLINE 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


V.NiCdLADY.COM | 800/906-6423 


Ps that is not copper). ; 

Procedure: Soak the paper towel 
squares in the lemon juice. Make a pile 
of coins, alternating dimes and pennies. 
Separate each one with a lemon-soaked 

_ strip of paper towel. Moisten the tip of 
’ one finger on each hand and hold the pile 
.between your fingers. 

Observations: You get a small shock 
or tingle. 

Why This Happens: You have made 

a wet cell, the forerunner of the bat- 
tery we use today. The lemon juice, an 
acid solution, conducts the electricity 
created by the separated metals of the 
two coins. 
+ What we call a battery is actually 
two-or more dry cells. In each dry cell, 
two metals (a zinc metal container and 
a carbon rod) are separated by blotting 
paper soaked in a strong acid. 

Now let’s make electricity with our 
lemons. 

Materials: a lemon, a galvanometer, 
~ two stiff copper wires, a large paper clip, 
and scissors. 

Procedure: If there is any insulation 
at the end of the wire, strip it off. Untwist 


the paper clip and attach it to an end of © 


one of the wires. Squeeze and roll the 
lemon to loosen the roll inside. Make 
two small cuts in the skin of the lemon 
an inch (2.5 cm) or so apart. Insert the 
bare wire and the paper clip through the 
skin of the lemon and into the juicy part. 
The two wires should be close to each 
other but not touching. 
Connect the free ends of the two wires 
to the terminals of the meter. 
Observation: The meter moves. 
Why This Happens: Chemical 
reactions of the two different metals 
(the copper of the wire and the iron 
of the clip) in the acid (lemon juice) 
draw electrons away from one wire 
toward the other. They flow out of the 
lemon through one wire, go through 
the meter, and then enter the lemon by 
the other wire. 
Tf your electrical ee store can 
provide a bulb of less than 1.5 volts, try 
connecting several lemons and see how 
many lemon wet cells it will take to light 
the bulb. Line up the lemons so that you 
can link them to one another, with a bare 
copper wire and a clip in each, as in the 
illustration. You should wind up with 
two free wire ends, one attached to a clip. 


Connect these wire ends to the bulb. 
For more details on these and other fun 
experiments I recommend Super Sci- 
ence Experiments by Muriel Mandell. 
Most importantly, as the teacher or 
instructor, always prepare interesting, 
hands-on projects with the end goal of 


learning and having fun. 


— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. & 


Eagle is the next 
generation of High 
Earth Orbit satellites 
from 

AMSAT. 


Join AMSAT and be a 
part of the team that is 
creating a new erain 
amateur satellite 
communications. 


AMSAT 


For information on 
becoming an AMSAT 
member and supporting 
ham radio in space, 
visit the AMSAT 

web site at 
www.amsat.org 

Tel. 1-888-FB-AMSAT 
or 1-301-589-6062 


Turn your excess Ham 
Radios and related items 
into a tax break for you 

and learning tool for 
kids. 


Donate your radio or related 
gear to an IRS approved 
501 (c)(3) charity. Get the tax 


| credit and help a worthy cause. 


Equipment picked up 


anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can 


write off - kids you can’t 


THE RADIO CLUB OF 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 
P.O. Box 1052 
New York, NY 10002 
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Your ORP Accent, 


And What to Do About It: Part a 


Editor’s note: “Your QRP Accent” was 
written by ORP columnist Richard Fisher, 
KIOSN, in 2002 and since that time has 
been carried in several QRP publications. 
It’s also offered as a handout when KI6SN 
speaks to low power organizations. Part 
I appeared in the October 2007 edition 
of WorldRadio. The second of two parts 
appears this month. 


Department of 
Redundancy Department 


here’s frequently a tendency on 
T the QRP operator’s part to assume 

that the receiving station is strug- 
gling to hear his signal. Craning an ear 
toward the speaker, he strains to pull the 
low power station’s CW from the din. 

Experience tells us, though, that for 
rank-and-file QR Pers this is far more the 
exception than the rule. Most contacts 
are made with each station comfortably 
copying the other. 

So, what possesses some QRPers to 
act upon the urge to routinely repeat 
information? 

“AGE: HR IS 52 52 52 52.” Jeepers, 
I'd given him a 579 RST. That’s pretty 
darned readable in my book. And I got 
his age just fine the first time. It’s highly 


PADDLETTE™ CO. suites an excetten 


single lever key in addition to their iambic model. 
The PK2 is rugged, easy to use and has the same 
footprint, paddle spacing, key line and magnetic 
hold-down as the iambic PK1. Also it doesn’t 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


unlikely he’s 52,525,252 years old, so 
why’s he wasting my time and his energy 
by sending 52 four times? 

With a 579 or even a 549, it’s OK to 
have confidence in your signal and in the 
ability of the operator at the other end to 
copy. Believe me, if your signal is failing 
or the other operator’s skills are lacking, 
you'll most likely hear about it. 

It’s not fair for the QRPer to merely 
assume the other station is struggling. 
The net effect of unnecessarily repeating 
things is often frustrating the receiving 
operator and sending an unspoken mes- 
sage to him: You're not very confident 
that he’s, up to the task of handling a 
QRP signal. 

That can be interpreted i in lots of dif- 
ferent ways — including arrogance. Is 
that the impression you want to leave 
with your fellow radio amateur? Let’s 
hope not. 

Bottom line: Unless the other station 
makes it clear that he’s having problems 
copying you, assume he’s not. And, in 
your best CW, converse as though he’s 
hearing you fine, sitting right across 
the room. 


Gy 
A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND 
KEN HEOBECK, WEZAME $12.80 


q — A Guide to 


“Let’s talk about me...” 

We all know the thrill of making con- 
tacts across thousands of miles with a lot 
less power than it takes to light the bulb in 
your refrigerator. That’s one of the thrills 
of QRP. Every contact is. an adventure. 
But what’s thrilling to us needn’t always 
be the center of attention ina CW QSO. 

Indeed, some of the radio amateurs on 
the other end are genuinely fascinated 
by your QRP signal. They may have lots 
of questions about your station and your 
antenna. How you got started and your 
best DX. 

Don’t, however, assume that that fas- 
cination is universal. Face it, there are 
thousands of QRPers around the world. 
They are avid CW operators and really 
“get around.” 

The chances are fairly good that the 
guy you’re QSOing has already talked 
with other QRPers. You’re not the first, 
nor will you be the last. So this business 
about getting out with 5 watts isn’t sucha 
startling revelation or a big deal. 

If questioned about your low-power 


the Magic Band 


ye by Ken Neubeck, WB2AMU 

: A labor of love by the author, this 2003 
revision of his earlier books provides 
comprehensive information on Six 
Meter equipment, modes, various forms 
of propagation, plus a little history of 
the Golden Age of Six Meters, in 
anticipation of increased operating 
opportunities as the sunspot activity 
increases, 128 pp. 


$13.00 + $2.00 s/h. ($4.00 for non-U.S. ZIP air delivery.) 
CA residents add $1.00 sales tax. : 


WorldRadio BOOKS 
P.O. Box 189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


require learning iambic sending! Includes 
adjusting tool and extra magnet. 


OCB plus 68 
Send par or M.O. to: PABDLETTE co. 
P.O. Box 6036 ¢ Edmonds, WA 98026 
(425) 743-1429 ¢ Bob, KI7VY 
E-mail: bham379627@aol.com 
Web: www.paddlette.com 
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exploits, by all means describe them. 
But if that’s not happening, it’s OK to be 
curious about the other operator, In other 
words, “Let’s talk about you...” 

Some of my most enjoyable, interest- 
ing and memorable contacts have made 
only passing reference to QRP. In fact, 
there are dozens of instances where the 
output power of my station was never 
even mentioned. 

Yes, QRP operation can be a great con- 
versation piece. But it’s not the only one. 
It’s OK to be curious about the other guy’s 
station layout and antenna. His occupa- 
tion. His family. His QTH. His other 
interests. There are some darned interest- 
ing people on the air wko don’t have the 
slightest interest in QRP. And that’s OK. 
How boring our airwaves would be if we 
were focused on just one topic. 


Tuning around 


It may be a throwback to the days when 
most of us were “rock bound” with crystal 
controlled transmitters. But in my Novice 
days it was common practice after calling 
“CQ” to tune around the CW band for 
stations that might be answering you, but 
didn’t have a crystal cut to your transmit- 
ting frequency. 

With so many crystal-controlled trans- 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 


with a unique combination of custom - 


features and big-rig performance. 


Lots of low power QSOs — hopefully with the proper QRP accent — have 


ensued since the advent of Ten Tec’s Argonaut 509 transceiver made the scene in 


the last millennium. 


mitters in the QRP game even today, 
“tuning around” isn’t a bad habit to 
acquire. Think about how many of the 
classic crystal-controlled Tuna-Tin 2 
transmitters are regularly in use. 

The TT-2 operator may hear you send- 
ing “CQ” a couple of kiloHertz up the 
band and give you a call. Unless you’ve 


taken the time and exercised the courtesy . 


of listening to either side of your transmit- 
ting frequency, chances are good you’ll 
never make contact. That’s a shame. 
Even listening across the skirt range 
of the receiver incremental tuning — the 


RIT found on most of today’s transceiv- 
ers — is a good thing. 

If you’re the guy with the VFO, it’s 
perfectly OK — even preferable — to 
zero-beat the crystal-controlled station’s 
frequency. 

By doing so, you’re taking up less of 


CURRENT ISSUES IN 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS — 
EMCOMM for the 
new millennium 


by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, 
retired Chief, Igo-Ono Fire Department 


This very timely 24-page booklet details 
the role of Amateur Radio assistance in 
emergency situations. It deals with the 

organization of a response team, working 
with different types of communication, 

different organizations, preparedness kits, 
training, media relations, and working 


Open up most QRP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
‘40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the '40A 
posted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 

and ultra-stable VFO, the 
‘40A is a joy to operate. 


Wilderness Radio 


P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 (417) 782-1397 
http://www.fix.net/~jparker/wild.html 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KCl's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KC1 together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KC1 $ 45 


(shipping additional) 


with other radio services. 


Submit your order online with payment 
by Visa, MasterCard or American Express 
and receive the booklet after checkout 
via download. 

Cost is $3.00. 

($3.23) after tax for California residents. 


www.wr6wr.com 
Go to products, then select books. 
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the band for your QSO by being on the 
same frequency as your QSO partner. At 
the same time, except for short pauses 
as you turn the conversation over to the 
other station, you’re signaling constantly 
to oncoming stations that your frequency 
is in use. 


For heaven’s sake, 
take a breath 


Especially in times of erratic sunspot 
activity, band conditions can change in a 
matter of seconds. That S-9 signal you’re 
comfortably copying suddenly drops off 
the end of the table, and you're fighting 
to pull him out of the noise. 

That’s one of the main arguments for 
keeping your transmissions relatively 
short. Rambling conversations run the 
risk of getting “timed out” by changing 
propagation. 

There are few things more embarrass- 
ing to me as an operator than to have 
waxed elegantly, albeit longwindedly, 
about something I think I’m very smart 
about, only to turn the conversation back 
to a guy who lost me in the noise five 


ES CNTY 
FALCON WATCH CO. 


Airman GMT-3000 
Stainless & Gold $450 


The GMT-3000 has a 7-jewel, 24-hour Swiss movement, 
accurate to 1 min. a year. It has a sturdy, average size 
watch-case and band. It is water resistant to 100 feet. 
The Airman has a true 24-hour movement. The hour 
hand makes only one rotation a day. 

This watch gives you GMT and local time instantly: 

no resetting of the hands each time you fly into a 
different time zone. Set inside dial to Greenwich Mean 
Time and use rotatable bezel for local time. 
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minutes earlier. ) 

Using frequent breaks is a fine CW 
operating procedure to counteract the 
effects of fast-changing conditions. For 
example, instead of asking three questions 
on three separate subjects and then turn- 
ing it over to the other guy for response, 
ask just one question and “break” the con- 
versation: “What feedline are you using? 
BK” The other station then answers in a 
similar staccato manner: “600 ohm open 
wire. BK.” It’s tantamount to taking a 
breath during day-to-day conversation. 

This way if the band starts “going 
south,” the other guy can let you know 
right away. Similarly, you can notify him 
that you’re having problems. 

If you’re carrying on about something 
for four or five minutes, it may be too late 
for you to react. You’re left with a busted 
QSO and a nagging curiosity: “I wonder 
how much of that he actually got?” 


Lasting impressions 
In the lexicon of American Indian 
wisdom there is a saying that “We will be 
known forever by the tracks we leave.” 
As a member of the QRP community, 


Airman Quartz GMT-2001 

Stainless & Gold $475 
The Airman Quartz GMT-2001 is a true 24-hour 
timepiece with a larger face, a 7 jewel, 24-hour Swiss 
movement (accurate to 1 min. a year), a luminous 
dial and hands, a thin case and is waterproof to 100 
feet. The GMT-2001 is also a piece of jewelry, being 
admired for its style and classy appearance. 


Order online at www.wr6wr.com 


I often wonder what impression I’ve left 
with the last fellow I QSO’d. How was — 
my CW fist? Was the quality of my signal 
something I’d be proud of? Was I a good 
listener? If the going got rough, was I 
skillful? Was I patient? Was I understand- 
ing? Was | at all times a gentleman? » 

If the other guy was viewing the entire — 
QRP community through his QSO with 
me, have I shown our colors well? 

As one low-power enthusiast among 
many, I hope that my “QRP Accent” 
is one that admirably represents the 
QRP community and radio amateurs 
at large. 

LAST MONTH: The Great CQ Debate 
and Signing “/ QRP.” Part I also credited 
Keith S. Williams, W6DTY, with the 
inspiration for “Your QRP Accent” with 
his 1956 tutorial titled “Your Novice 
Accent and What to Do About It.” To 
read Parts I and II in their entirety, visit 
KI6SN’s “The QRPer” website www. 
theqrper.blogspot.com 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Wetherly 
Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by sendin, 
e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com . 3 . 


24-Hour Dual Time Watches 


Falcon "Combat" 


$250 


The Falcon "Combat" is a quartz watch with 
24-hour movement, accurate to Imin./year. It 
comes with a black, satin-finish stainless stee] 
watchcase, water resistant to 100 feet and has a 
waterproof band. The dial and hands are 
luminous for night read-out. 
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Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) rptr. 
PL162.2 4/08 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets 
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Building. 
Nets daily on 40M. Weekly on 2M, & 20M in 
the summer. Come join us for breakfast every 
Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene WOKAD, 214 N. 
Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 
520/207-4706 or theschou@cox.net. 


11/07 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. Box 
42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., Grant & 
Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: Ron, N7SPW, 
520/889-2998. 4/08 


CALIFORN 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, Pine 
Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 NY Ranch Rd., 
Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 146.835 10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 1334, 
Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech Fkwy, Red- 
ding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 7:30 p.m. on 
146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qs/.net/arca. Testing 
every 2nd Sat., of even months, info: 530/244- 
6456. 4/08 


Antelope Valley ARC K6@X meets at 
7:30 p.m 1st Thurs. each month at Larry Chim- 
bole Cultural Ctr. (next to Palmdale Library) 
38350 Sierra Hwy., Palmdale, CA.. Weekly net 
8 p.m., Wed. 146.73 (-) pl 100.0. Monthly VE 
exams. Contact Gary Mork, 661/948-8317; 
visit our website www.avarc.org or email kK6ox@ 
arri.net 2/08 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 425, 
Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd Sat. (even 
months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown Buffet, corner of 
Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: 
AA6DP 147.09(+), 224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Cat- 
alina Island; www.cara.nu 12/07 


. Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc., 
WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, CA 
94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./monthly (except 
May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., Denny's, El Cerrito, CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/ PL 82.5 Info: 
Victoria Thompson, KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 
9/08 


Downey ARC Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m. Meetings are at The First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, CA 
90240. Info. K6tu@compuserve.com Nets: 
Tues. 7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl-156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www.downeyarc. 
org. 9/08 


East Bay ARG, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appian Wy, El 
Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509, w6cus1@ 
juno.com. 6/08 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7 p.m:, 
Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Cedar and Shields 
in Fresno. Net Sunday 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 
146.94(-) pl 141.3 Hz. Tech net Wednesdays at 
7:00 pm on W6TO/R., www.w6to. com, or call 
Steve 559/392-4058.; na6g@w6to.com. 2/08 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Boardroom, 42135 Win- 
chester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) 
PL 100. Info: Bill Smith, 951/678-9120. E-mail: 
smith5365@verizon.net, web: at 

08 


Independent Radio Club, WAGIRC meets at 
7 p.m. on the last Friday of the month at the 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys Blvd., 
Van Nuys, CA. We are a family-oriented radio 
club whose members are interested in all as- 
pects of Amateur Radio. Check out our weekly 
nets Tuesdays. at 6pm and Thursdays at 8pm 


on 445.340- PL 103.5 and 224.480- PL 110.9. © 


For more information go to www..ircradio.org or 
write 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La Crescenta, CA 
91214. 11/07 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, On- 
tario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly in the 
conference room at the Pomona First Federal 
Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. 
Contact Chuck Sweeten AI6l, 909/623-2933; 
ai6i@ca.rrcom for information. Talk-in 145.460 
PL 77.0 4/08 


a a a ee 
a 


Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) 
meets 3rd Sat/monthly 0930L at Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 3575 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. Talk-in KQ6DI rptr 147.120 +100Hz. 
Swap meet 1st Sun./monthly 0700L at Rob- 
ertson Park. See website for more info: http:// 
www.livermoreark.org 3/08 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., also 
every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 27 Shell 
Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg.net 12/07 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, Pleas- 
ant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs: 7:30 p,m. 
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. License exams monthly, 
info: 925/288-1730. 12/07 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bidg., 10725 
Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m. 
147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail 
president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the North 
County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn Blvd and 
Don Julio Bivd. in Sacramento. Field Day, an- 
nual picnic, code classes, antenna builds and 
more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. 
Box 417370, Sacramento, CA 95841-7370; 


916/726-1673; k6is@arr/.net; www.k6is.org. 


7/08 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Saturday of 
each month (no meeting July — weekend after 
Labor Day Sept.) at Oakland Fire Station #1 
OES Media Room (17th and MLK) weekly net 
Thursdays at 7:30 pm 146.880 + 77. Talk-in 
on same frequency. www.ww6or.com, P.O. 
Box 21305, Oakland, CA 94620-1305, email 
wb6ner@arrl.net. 9/08 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Orange County Red Cross, 601 N. 
Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. Talk-in 146.550 (S). 
Contact Ken Konechy, W6HHC, 714/744-0217; 
www.w6ze.org 5/08 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo's Restaurant, 
1375 Petaluma Bivd., N, Petaluma, CA. Con- 
tact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 2/08 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Facility, 5020 
Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. Info: 
916/492-6115. 12/07 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd St. & Stock- 
ton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Info net, noon on 
rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). T. Preston, KQ6EO, 
916/722-9358 or L. Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 
393-4775; www.w6ak.org 2/08 


San Joaquin Valley ARS meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 -600 offset 
PL 141.3. Sun. net 6:30 p.m. VE testing ses- 
sions every quarter. Contact Carole/W6TTf for 
more details, 559/288-7597 or w6ttf@amsat. 
org, website www.sjvars.com. 7/08 


Santa Clarita Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 
W6JW. Meets monthly 3rd Wed - 7:00 p.m., 
Santa Clarita City Hall, 23920 Valencia Blvd., 
Santa Clarita, CA. 91355. Contact: David 
White, KO6FN, 661/297-7666. Talk-in: 146.790 
(-) pl-123. Website: www.w6jw.org. Testing: 3rd 
Sat., odd months (start Jan) 8:00 a.m. City Hall; 
Appointments: Ron Klein, K6VPV, 661/259- 
0948. T-Hunts 3rd Sat./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
ARRL Special Services Club. Youth under 18, 
no membership charge! Lots of great programs 
& family activities. Something for everyone! 

2/07 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Club meets the 
second Saturday each month (except De- 
cember) at 9:30AM at the Kern River Valley 
Youth Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, 
CA. VE exams follow at 11 a.m. each month. 
For more information contact Mike, KA6IYS, 
760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org or sarg-krv@ 
mchsi.com. 4/08 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, New- 
castle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beecher Rm.), 350 
Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 
162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, rkuepper@sbcglobal. 
net. 2/08 


‘Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116, 
Santa Rosa, CA.95402; 707/579-9608. Meets 
1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 Yulupa Ave., 
Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. 
Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5 www.sonoma- 
countyradioamateurs.com 9/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA meet- 
ings, 2nd Friday of every month 1930 hours, 
local. The Washington Township Veteran’s 
Memorial Building, Niles District, Fremont. 
Second and E Streets. Visit www.sbara.org. 

5/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. Box 
536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Hosp., 
3330 Lomita Bivd., Torrance, CA. Talk-in on 
WE6SBA rpt.' 224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; 
www.w6sba. org 12/07 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi,.CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) connect 
to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) 
Mon. 1/08 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E area 
Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA. 
Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(-) PL136.5. 
www.saraclub.net 4/08 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 7:30 p.m. 
2nd Wed monthly in the Administration Build- 
ing, Brackett Field, La Verne, CA, in the Pilot’s 
Lounge. Different guest speaker every month. 
Anyone may attend, Ham and non-Ham wel- 
come! Club net every Sun., 7:00 p.m. on the 


Mt. Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz -600 PL 136.5;. 


website: www.tcara.org, e-mail: k6agf@arrl. 
net 12/07 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), Berth 
84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 90731. 
Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (except Aug & 
Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. All are welcome. 
Monitors 145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & 
Sun 1200-1630. 7/08 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victorville, 
CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./rnonthly, 7 p.m., 
Lewis.Ctr, 17500 Mana Rad., Apple Valley, CA. 
Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 
146.94(-), www.victorvalleyarc.com 12/07 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 2617, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 7 p.m, St. 
James Anglican Church, 3209 Via Lido, New- 
port Beach, CA. Info: Russ, N6QZV, 714/848- 
4501. 8/08 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. grounds). 
Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, PL100, web: 
www. wa6rc.org 3/08 


Willits ARS, (WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, 
CA 95490. Meets 4th Monday at 7 p.m. at the 
Brooktrails Fire House 2 NW Willits, http://www. 
k6mhe.com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 103.5. 

4/08 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 146.085 
Mon. nights for info or call Herb Puckett, 
530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley, KC6JPP, 
530/742-2674. 3/08 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) Meets 
8rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Valmont Community 
Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st St., Boulder, 
CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: BARC7@@arri.net 
or www.qs/.net/w@dk/ 11/07 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed, 
7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal Church, 11202 
W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Oldest club in 
Colorado (1917). Net Sun 8:30 p.m. 145.490 
rptr/100.0 ctess. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx.org 

2/08 


CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st Wed. 
(except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact DanW1- 
Z1Q; 860/583-1165 6/08 


FLORIDA 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port 
Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., San Clemente East Club House, 
6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 
146.67(-), 145.33(-), 444.650, serving all of 
Pasco County. 4/08 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, Port St. 
Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./monthly, St. 
Andrews Luth. Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. 
Info: ‘R. Cox, 772/340-4319; www.qsi.net/ 

slara or 146.955-. 4/08 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., South- 
side Firestation #1, 10703 White Bluff Road, 
Savannah, GA. 146.700(+) Pl. 100;147.210(+) 
PI 100; 147.330(+) Pl 100. Steve Jonas, K4SDJ; 
912/355-6522, www.k4nix.com 7/08 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League meets 
at Alpharetta Fire Station #1, 2970 Webb Bridge 
Road, Alpharetta, GA 3rd Tues @ 7:30 p.m., 
145.470. _ 5/08 


HAWAII 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast in 
Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the Sizzler 
Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact John K1ER, 
808/484-9748. 


1/08 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number: 
5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is usually 147.33 MHz 
+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271. 
Club web page is www.k9bar. org. 10/08 


Dupage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, Clar- 
endon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m. (no meeting in July and Dec.), Holy 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., Clar- 
endon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & Richmond 
Ave.) Net Sun., 9 p.m. on 145.43. W9DUP 
rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 114.8PL, 
224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup.org. Contact 
James Fox, KC9GBX, 630/325-8620, kc9gbx@ 
aol.com. 3/08 


Fox River Radio League, www-.frrl.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, 
IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 
Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M 
net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 
673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/07 


Hamfesters Radio Club, W9AA. PO. Box 
102, Bedford Park, IL 60499. Meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Crestwood Civ. Ctr., 139th 
& Kostner, Crestwood, IL. Nets: Sun. (local) 
0100 UTC, 28.410 MHz; Mon. 9 p.m. 146.43 
S., Packet mailbox 145.65 MHz. Info: 708/687- 
5057; www.hamfesters.org 12/07 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, 
Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter House, 311 W. 
John Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Superfest 
each Sept.. Rptrs: 147.075(+) & 146.85(-). Web: 
www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice 
mail: 309/692-3378. 12/07 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 
Springinsguth Rd., which is the intersection 
of Bode and Springinsguth roads. Usually a 
presentation follows our normal club meet- 
ing. See website for more details http://www. 
n9rjv.org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 1/08 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info 
or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each 
January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 (+) 
114.8. 9/08 


York Radio Club meets at 8 p.m. on the Third 
Friday of every month at the City of Elmhurst 
Fire Training Facility, 910 N Addison, Elmhurst, 
IL 60126 Talk in 442.875 + 5 PL 114.8. For 
Information — Les Otto, 630/833-7371. 4/08 


IOWA 


Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club meets 
on the second Thursday of each month in 
the Kenwood Park United Methodist Church 
in Cedar Rapids, IA at 7:30 p.m. Last minute 
updates on W@GQ 146.745 or go to http:// 
www.cvarcJT.org. 5/08 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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KENTUCKY 


Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio Club 
(NKARC). We meet the needs of Amateurs in 
the Tri-State area of Kentucky, Ohio, and Indi- 
ana. Our clubs meets on the second Monday 
of every month at the Turkeyfoot Middle School 
in Edgewood, KY at 7:30 p.m. We also offer 
Ham Radio exams at 6:00 at the same location 
and on the same day of the meetings. We have 
weekly Net meetings on Tuesday at 7:30 on the 
147.255(+/123.0) repeater and are Echolink 
enabled (node #323896). Please check out our 
web site for more information. Contact Robert 
Kluck, N4lJS, n4ijs@insightbb.com; www.k4co. 
org. 9/08 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833 
Goodwood Bivd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net: 
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org 
e-mail: brarc@cox.net 7/08 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 
67. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 
for info. Or at w5ze@cox.net. And on our club 
web site www.deltadx.net. 3/08 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell meets 
the first and third Thursdays of each month. 
7:30 p.m. at the Emergency Communications 
Building at 4th and Cousin. Streets in Slidell. 
Everyone Welcome. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w$sla. 
net, email: w5py@arrl.net. 


5/08 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the Calais 
Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, Calais, ME, 
04619, third Sunday of each month, 6:30p.m. 
Contact Mike Breckinridge N1JXP, 207/454- 
8571. 9/08 


MARYLAND 


Historical Electronics Museum ARC (HE- 
MARC) meets 2nd Thurs/monthly 6:00 p.m. in 
the museum, corner of Nursery Rd. & Elkridge 
Landing Rd. (Next door to the BWI Marriott). 
P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, Baltimore, MD 
21203. Info: Jim Smith N3ZPS; 410/646-3959, 
w3gr@arrl.ner/w3hem@arrl.net, www.qsi.net/ 
w3gr/ : 5/08 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein Public 
Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore Annapolis 
Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info net Mon. 
8:30 p.m. on 146.805 (-), tone 107.2 Hz http:// 
www.mobileers.org 11/07 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 1321 
Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 145.23MHz(-) 
PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: w1bos@arrl. 
net. 12/07 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion meets the first Thursday of the month 
Sept-June at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the 
Danforth Museum, Framingham, MA. Contact 
Gordy K1GB at 781/891-5572 or email k1gb@ 
arrl.net. 12/07 


Hampden County Radio Assoc. (HCRA) 
meets at 7:30 p.m., 1st Fri/Sep-June, Feed- 
ing Hills Congregational Church, 21 North 
Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 (next to 
Dunkin Donuts). Visit www.hcra.org for meeting 
topics, maps, Ham class info, contact informa- 
tion and more. 3/08 


Wellesley Amateur Radio Society (WARS), 
meets mthly 3rd Tues. (except July & August), 
7:30 p.m. at Kingsbury Room, Wellesley Po- 
lice Station, 485 Washington Street (Rt 16), 
Wellesley, MA. Net Weds. 8 p.m. on W1TKZ 
repeater 147.030 MHz+600 kHz, also 444.600 
MHz+5NHz (PL tone 88.5Hz) linked on 2M 
147.030+600 kHz W1TKZ repeater. Website: 
http://wars.kri.com/. 3/08 


MICHIG 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school year. 
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak 
Rd., Davison, Ml 48423; www.qsl.net/w8acw/, 
e-mail: k8lig@comcast.net. 10/08 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. Box 
1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County Health 
Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA, 906/249- 
3837; www.qgsi.net/k8lod 12/07 
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L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting place: 
L’Anse Creuse High School, on Reimold, just 
off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; club repeater; 
annual Fox Hunt. Contact L.C.A.R.C. Box 
180072, Utica, MI 48318-0122; n8ic.org. 

? 4/08 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 1st 
Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp -Hall, 2441 
Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, Prescott, MI. VE 
exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 7 p.m. Mon 2M net 
9 p.m. 146.940. www.k8oar.com 2/08 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets the first Friday 
of each month 7:30 p.m. at the University of St 
Thomas, Murrary-Herrick Student Center in St 
Paul, Minn. Talk-in 145.31. Monthly VE exams. 
Nets Wednesdays 145.31 at 7:30 p.m. and 
28.310 at 8:00 p.m.; www.stpaulradiociub.org 


for more information. 12/07 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7 p.m., Radio Club Bidg., 401 4th St. N., Waite 
Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 146.94 
or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/. 4/08 


Yellowstone Radio Club, Billings Mon- 
tana, http://www.k7efa.org/, meets each 3rd 
Monday except July-August. 7:30 p.m. North 
Park Center 19th and 6th Ave., N. Contact 
on 147.36/100Hz tone. WB7WVO, JR, Sec. 
406/655-4293. 7/08 


NEVADA 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson Valley 
United Methodist Church, 1375 Centerville 
Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. Uebele, WW7E, 
775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl.net, Rpt. 147.330 
MHz. 1/08 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Port City ARC, (PCARC),W1WQM. P.O. Box 
1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 1st Wed./ 
monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., Piscataqua 
Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of Tuttle Lane, 
Greenland. Rptr’ 145.150(-) PL 127.3, 110.9, 
88.5; Info: Rick Miller, n1zxz@arrl.net; www. 
wiwqm.or 5/08 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridgewood 
Bivd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 07676. Meets 
1st. Sunday/monthly, 7:30 p.m. American Red 
Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450. 
Nets: 28.350 MHz., Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) 
Wednesday 9 p.m.; www.bara.org. 12/07 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 1st 
Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth MARS 
Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. Buus, W2OD, 
732/946-8615. 7/08 


Gloucester County ARC, meets 8:00 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of every month. Pfeiffer 
Community Center Blue bell Rd. and Main 
St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact David 
MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. Box 370, Pitman, 
NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, dmacdonald1@ 
Comcast.net; http://users.tellurian.com/Fred- 
die/w2mmd/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NADXA). 
P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720. Jer- 
sey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 732/927-0171; 
kce2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno.com; wr2dx@ 
yahoo.com. 8/08 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), K2AA, 
meets Jan.—Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(Nov.—Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gibson House,.Main 
Street, Marlton NJ. Talk-in: 145.290(-) rptr. 

12/07 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawandas, 
(ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawanda, NY 
14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly (except Jul. 
& Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 499 
Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 
146.955(-) PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex. 
org 4/08 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572, Batavia, NY’ 14021-0572. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, Aug, 
Dec), Salvation Army Community Center, 529 
E. Main St., Batavia,» NY. URL: Attp://www. 
geocities.com/gram_radio_club/index.htm! 

12/07 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, Kew 
Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 
Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 St., Flushing 
Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


NYC Amateur Radio Emergency Comm. 
Srv. Public Service is our specialty. Train dur- 
ing non-emergency events to prepare for when 
we're needed. The organization is led by those 
experienced as leaders during NYC emergen- 
cies during the past two decades (9/11, 2003 
Blackout, etc). Annual Citywide meeting every 
Dec. Monthly meetings in each Boro for local 
members. Weekly net is on 441.100/136.5 PL 
every Mon. at 8:30 p.m. Contact: Charles Har- 
grove, N2NOV, 445 Clove Road, Staten Island, 
NY 10310, 718/876-7929, n2nov@nyc-races. 
org, www.nyc-arecs.org 5/08 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at 
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County 
House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd Mon./ 


monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion Toussaint, ° 


KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 8/08 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, 
NY. Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yon- 
kers, NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). - 3/08 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC meets 
3rd Tue.- odd months-UNCW, even McDaniel 
Farms, 614 S. College Rd., Mon. ragchew 
9:00 p.m. 147.180+(open). ARRL Affiliate. VE 
Test Sessions 10:00 a.m., 2nd Sat even mos 
@UNCW. See Web Page @ www.ac4rc.org. 
Info: Bill AG4PA, 910/793-3631. 4/08 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society (CFARS) 
meets 3rd Mon/monthly 7:30 p.m. at Meth- 
odist College, 401 N, Fayetteville, NC. VE 
test sessions 2nd Sat/odd months/9 a.m. at 
Methodist College. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM on 52.81/53.81, WA4- 
FLR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL Special 
Service Club, RO Box 36106, Fayetteville, NC 
28303. 2/08 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel Hill, 
and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bojangles, 
330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R 
on 442.150 (131.8) Contact Dave Snyder 
W4SAR, 4505 Gov Hunt St., Efland, NC 27243; 
919/644-8681, www.qgsi.net/w4unc/ 8/08 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 4th 
Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Community 
College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 100 Hz. Nets: 
Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net on 146.985. Fri., 
@ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. 
Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 

7/08 


Ashtabula County ES K. Stenback, W8KS 


440/964-7316 County Vo-Ed School, Jefferson, 
OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m., County 
rptr., 146.715(-). 5/08 


Central Ohio Operators Klub Extra - Nov- 
ice (COOKEN) club call W8TNX. We hold 
business meetings (aka bull sessions) at a 
local restaurant on the second Saturday of 
each month. The location is the Donatos Piz- 
Zeria in Pataskala, located at: 610 E Broad St., 
Pataskala, OH 43062-7574; phone: 740/927- 
3791, 101 Blacks Rd., SE., Henron, OH 43025. 
Fritz, WD8E, Pres. 11/07 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./monthly, 
7:30 .p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH 43410. 
NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) and 442:625(+) MHz. Net 


Sun. 9 - Info: E. EGO KA8CAS. 8/08 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. .Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), Attp:// 


www.gqsl.net/aa7gc/uvarc/home.html 12/07 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association 
is one of the oldest ham clubs in the U.S. Our 
mailing address is W3SGJ, P.O. Box 424 South 
Heights, PA 15081. Our club nets neet every 
Wednesday Night! Our 2 Meter net meets on 
145.31MHz 100Hz PL at 8:30pm and the 10 
meter net 28.370 QSY +/- 10 at 9:00 p.m. 
The Rip Vanwinkle Net meets on 2 meters at 
7:00 a.m, daily. Club meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Operations Center 
located at 250 East End Avenue, Beaver, PA. 
Club meetings are held the second Thursday 
of every month. All are welcome! Feel free to 
visit our website at www.w3sgj.org 9/08 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Columbia-Montour ARC (CMARC), meets 
at the Shilo Bible Church Meeting Hall in Espy, 
PA. 2nd Tues/monthly at 7:30 p.m. Contact 
Bob Foster, K3QIA at 570/752-5332 for info, 
Talk in 147.225 +600. 3/08 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last Thurs- 
day/monthly, Silverdale Fire Company, Routes 
113 and 152, Silverdale, PA. Info: J. Soete, 
WASYLQ, 215/723-7294, wa3ylq@hotmail. 
com 11/07 


Wattsburg Wireless Association meets 
monthly 2nd Tues., at 7:00 p.m. Rm. 107 
use District Justice Entrance. Everyone Wel- 
come! Have Saturday morning classes avail- 
able. Contact Name: Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 
814/825-8599; wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us, 
www. wattsburg-wireless.us. 4/08 


Lakeway Amateur Radio Club meetings are 
the last Thursday each month 7:00:p.m. Mor- 
ristown/Hamblen Cty. Library (rear rightside); 
Nets: Tues. 8:30 p.m., 147.030 Repeater, club 
call W2IQ. 11/07 


TEXAS 


Garland Amateur Radio Club meets 4th 
Monday at 7:30 pm at the Garland Women’s 
Activity Center, 713 W. Austin St., Garland, 
TX 75040. Visitors are ALWAYS welcome!!! 
Voice mail: 972/272-4499; 146.660- 442.700+, 
kSqghd@arri.net. 5/08 


Dixie Amateur Radio Club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m., atthe 
St. George Community Building located at the 
Senior Citizens Center, 245 North 200 West, St. 
George, Utah. A VE Test Session is held prior 
to the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Pre-registration is 
not required. Visit our website for additional 
information, www.dixieham.org. Send e-mail 
to w7adrc@arrl.net. 12/07 


Utah Amateur Radio Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month except July and 
August on the University of Utah Campus, 
Engineering and Mines Classroom Building, 
Room 103. We offer ARRL VE testing on the 
first Saturday of even numbered months. Pre- 
registration is required, contact Gordon Smith, 
801/582-2438. Visit our website, www.utaharc. . 
org; send email to uarc@utaharc.org, or contact 
the Ham Hotline 801/583-3002. 4/08 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 7:30 p.m., 
held at the National Radio Astronomy Observa- 
tory, 520 Edgemont Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. 
Club repeaters: 146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 
224.760 (PL 151.4). Weekly nets on 146.760 
- info. net on Mon. at 7:00 p.m., emergency 
net on Thurs. at 8:00 pm. Quarterly testing 
sessions — contact ww4gw@arri.net. Info: Jay, 
K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: albemarlera- 
dio.org. 12/08 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.); 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/08 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rad., Info: 
Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or www. 
vbarc.com 12/07 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Jackson County ARC, meets 1st Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., each month at the Ripley, WV Fir- 
estation. Net Monday at 9 p.m. on 146.67(-), 
WD8JNU. Guest are welcome. Info: Roy 
Moore, KB8ZSG, 25 Daniels Run Rd., Spencer, 
WV 25276, e-mail afa2ax@yahoo.com. 4/08 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7 
p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 Florence 
Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 304/525-8890. 

9/08 


University ARC (UARC) meets the 1st 
Tuesday of each month on the University of 
Wyoming Campus, Laramie, WY. Contact 
John M. Harrison, KD7NAE, 307/745-5833, 


johnmh@uwyo.edu for location, details and / 


or to be included on the email list for UARC 
website http://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/uarc/ 
; 3/08 
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Figure 1 — Great circle paths and MUFs between CEO Y/W7XU and VU2. 


n his “The World Above 50 MHz” 

column in the July 2001 QS7; Emil, 

W3EP, reported on the 6M QSOs 
between CEOY/W7XU (Easter Island) 
and several V U2s during the 02-07 April 
period of 2001. Some important observa- 
tions were noted in the column. 

First, the band opened up between 1530 
and 1600 UTC. Second, the heading out 
of Easter Island started east of north, but 
moved progressively eastward with time 
(ending up at around 70 degrees). Third, 
the heading out of VU2 started somewhat 
west of north, and gradually moved father 
west with time (ending up at around 315 
degrees). And fourth, on a couple days 
one of the VU2 stations dropped his 
output power down to 125 milliwatts 
while still maintaining contact. Using 
these observations in conjunction :with 
propagation tools and an understanding 
of processes in the ionosphere, let’s try 
to better understand these impressive 
QSOs (note that I didn’t say completely 
understand them). We’ll start with the ‘big 
picture’ of Figure 1. 

Figure | shows great circle paths out 
of Easter Island in 10 degree increments 


(the light dotted lines). The dark line 
highlights the true short and long great 
circle paths between Easter Island and 
VU2. The short path (204 degrees out 
of Easter Island and 159 degrees out of 
VU2) is pretty much all over water in 


‘the southern hemisphere. The long path 


(24 degrees out of Easter Island and 339 
degrees out of VU2) goes over Central 
America, over the US East Coast, over 
Iceland, over Scandinavia, and then into 
VU2. The filled-in dark dot in southern 
VU is the location of VU2ZAP and 
VU2BGS, two of the stations CE@Y/ 
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on 6M 


W7XU worked. The antipode of Easter 
Island is annotated on the figure. Also 
superimposed on Figure | is a plot of 
the MUF (maximum usable frequency) 
for April 2001-on the short and long 
paths (using VOACAP Method 30 with a 
smoothed sunspot number of 120). 
From the second and third observa- 
tions, it appears that the QSOs between 
CE@Y/W7XU and VU2 started along the 
true great circle, long path. And looking 
at the MUF plot in Figure | indicates why 
the QSOs started on these headings — the 
MUF peaked around the time reported 
in the first observation [see the note at 
the end of the column]. But the MUF 
peaked only for about an hour or so, and 
then started decreasing. Thus propagation 
along the true long path didn’t last too 
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Figure 2 — Skewed path between CEOY/W7XU and VU2. 


long, and soon started to fail. 

The second and third observations also 
provide a clue as to the path mechanism 
towards the end of the opening. To ana- 
lyze this, let’s plot a 70-degree heading 
out of CEOY/W7XU and a heading of 315 
degrees out of VU2. Figure 2 does this. 

The basic map in Figure 2 is the same 
map as in Figure | — it shows great circle 
paths out of CEOY/W7XU. But in Figure 
2 the 70-degree great circle heading out of 
Easter Island is now highlighted with dark 
dashes, and the 315-degree great circle 
heading out of VU2 is highlighted with 
dark dots (which comes from superimpos- 
ing data from a map of great circle paths 
out of VU2). Note that these two paths 
cross at approximately 29 degrees N lati- 
tude and 58 degrees East longitude. This 
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could be a skew point — in other words, 
the electromagnetic wave from CE@Y/ 
W7XU would follow the dark dashed 70 
degree great circle path until it reached 
29°N/58°E. Then something caused it 
to skew to the right and follow the dark 
dotted path into VU2. Similarly, the 
electromagnetic wave from VU2 would 
follow the dark dotted 315-degree great 
circle path until it reached 29°N/58°E. 
Then something caused it to skew to the 
left and follow the dark dashed path into 
CE@Y/W7XU. 

So what is this “something”? Electro- 
magnetic waves do not go through the 
ionosphere willy-nilly — they follow a 
straight line unless reflected, refracted, 
or scattered by either an electron density 


coonal 
Seal 


gradient or an electron density irregu- ; 
larity (Figures 1 and 2 show electro- — 
magnetic waves following sinusoidal ° 
trajectories — this is due to the fact that 
the maps are rectangular projections of 
the spherical Earth). The clue here is 
the magnetic latitude — the 29°N/58°E 
location corresponds to a magnetic 
latitude of 21 degrees N (remember that 
geomagnetic coordinates are different . 
from geographic coordinates because 
the line between the north and south 
magnetic poles does not align with the 
rotational axis of the Earth). 

The 21°N magnetic latitude puts us in 
the vicinity of the northern crest of the 
equatorial ionosphere. As a refresher, 
clumps of higher-than-normal electron 
density form on both sides of the geo- 
magnetic equator during certain times 
of the day (usually in the late afternoon) 
and during certain seasons (the equinoxes 
are best). If great enough, these increased 
electron densities could refract (skew) a 
50MHz electromagnetic wave off of one 
great circle path onto another. Interest- 
ingly, the electron density of these clumps 
can be enhanced even further at unusual 
times by elevated geomagnetic field activ- 
ity (a relevant paper on this effect is titled 
Unusual early morning development of 
the equatorial anomaly in the Brazilian 
sector during the Halloween magnetic 
storm; Batista, et al; Journal of Geophysi- 
cal Research; Volume 111; May 2006). 

Now you know why there’s a plot of Ap 
(the planetary A index) on Figure 2. On 
31 March the Ap index spiked up to 192 
(the corresponding three-hour Kp indices 
were between six and eight for the entire 
day). The effects on the F2 region of this 
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_ large a disturbance would likely last for 
several days — and could even be seen 
in the equatorial ionosphere as electron 
_ density enhancements — perhaps enough 
to refract 5SOMHz. ; 
Now let’s address the fourth observa- 
tion — the QRP QSOs. First let’s look 
at how far down we can hear. A typical 
MDS (minimum discernible signal) of a 
6M rig in the SSB mode is on the order 
of —132dBm (from the FT-847 Product 
Review data with ‘preamp on’ in QST). 
We'll assume man-made and atmospheric 
noise does not limit our sensitivity as 
it does on the HF bands (this is a very 
reasonable assumption for 5OMHz). For 
90% intelligibility in an SSB bandwidth, 
we need an SNR (signal-to-noise ratio) of 
about 12dB. Thus the signal power at the 
receiver must be greater than —120dBm 
(which is simply the -132dBm MDS plus 
12dB for SNR). 


Now let’s estimate the signal power ~ 


on the receive end of the path by making 
some assumptions based on the narra- 
tive in W3EP’s column. For example, 
we'll use modest 6M Yagis with 8dBi 
free space gain (6dB gain over a dipole 
in free space) and we’ll use a transmit 


power of 125 milliwatts (+21dBm) on the. 


* VU2 end. From this, the signal power at 
CE@Y/W7XU would be +21dBm minus 
_the free space path loss (153dB) plus the 
antennas gains at reasonable heights over 
ground (each about +12dBi after some 
ground reflection gain is added in) minus 
ionospheric absorption minus ground 
reflection losses and minus polarization 
mismatch loss (a simple approximation 
of 3dB on each end since the electromag- 
netic waves at the entry and exit points of 
the ionosphere will be circularly polar- 
ized on 50MHz and the assumed antennas 
are linearly polarized). This works out to 
a signal power of —114dBm not including 
absorption and ground reflection losses. 
Assuming a 5-hop path, the ground 
reflection losses would have four ground 


reflections. Figure 1 indicates the first’ 


two would be over water and the last two 


would be over land. From extrapolated: 


data (from the National Contest Jour- 
nal, Propagation column, November/ 
December 2001), the ground reflection 
losses would be on the order of 15dB. 
For absorption losses, absorption is 
inversely proportional to the square of the 

frequency, so absorption would be quite 


low. Indeed, using Figures 7.5 and 7.6 in 
Ionospheric Radio Propagation (Davies, 
1965) for a 5-hop path, the absorption 
extrapolates to around 6dB on SOMHz. 
Applying these two estimates to the 
—114dBm signal power in the previous 
paragraph results in a signal power of 
around —135dBm. 

The —135dBm estimate for signal 

received power is far enough below the 
—120dBm requirement to suggest the 
possibility of an ionosphere-ionosphere 
mode (ducting or chordal hops), as this 
would reduce absorption losses (by 
reducing the number of transits through 
the absorbing region) and reduce ground 
reflection losses (by reducing the number 
of ground reflections). Invoking an iono- 
sphere-ionosphere mode would also help 
explain propagation through the higher 
latitudes (where the MUFs are lower) 
on the true long path at the beginning 
of the opening. . 
- OK — let’s summarize everything. It 
is likely that the CEOY/W7XU to VU2 
QSOs started out via an ionosphere- 
ionosphere mode along the true great 
circle long path. As the MUF along the 
long path decreased, a skewed path closer 
to the equator was maintained compli- 
ments of the robust equatorial ionosphere 
— and maybe even with some help from 
increased equatorial electron densities 
due to a spike in geomagnetic field activ- 
ity. Signal strengths were sufficient, even 
at QRP power levels, probably because of 
an ionosphere-ionosphere mode. 

I readily admit we don’t fully under- 
stand what happened here. But the sce- 
nario above is a reasonable guess. It’s 
also encouraging that our understand- 
ing of the processes in the ionosphere 
matches the reported observations, and 
vice versa. 

Note: If you’re wondering how a MUF 
of only 37MHz can propagate a 50MHz 
electromagnetic wave, note that the 
predicted MUF in Figure 1 is amonthly 
median value — on any given day the 
actual MUF could be higher. Addition- 
ally, an F2 hop longer than the generally 
accepted 4,000km limit could occur en 


6m. These two effects could put the MUF 


in the ballpark of 5|OMHz. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending snail mail to: 1227 
Pion Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or A 
e-mail sent to: k9la@arrl.net. ey 
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i) OLD-TIME RADIO 


A Fond Field Day Memory 


Jim Molkenthin, NN@Q in the July 

2007 edition of WorldRadio. It got 
me to. reminiscing about past Field Days 
in which I participated. Now that I have 
been licensed for over 50 years, I have 
some great memories of Field Days past. 
In addition, I was involved in several Field 
Days even before I got that magic docu- 
ment from the FCC. 

The first Field Day in which I partici- 
pated took place on Kentucky Lake near 
Camden, TN. I do not want to strain my 
memory in an attempt to put a year to it 
but let me assure you that it was a very 
long time ago. 

I was 15 as I recall and was assisting on 
the waterfront at a Boy Scout camp near 
my home which was on the lake. The lead 
waterfront counselor was a Ham an invited 
me to join him in a Field Day effort. It 
seems that he had located a small island a 
few miles away and he wished to operate 
from there. What an opportunity! 

The two of us had been practicing silent 
canoeing so when reconnoitering the FD 
site, we were using this stealthy mode of 
travel. 

As we were gliding silently along the 
shoreline, my partner (in the back posi- 
tion) dipped his fingers into the water and 
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Jim Keightley, K7NPS 


flicked droplets on my bare back to attract 
my attention. I turned to be able to see what 
he wanted. 

His right index finger was vertical 
across his lips to signal for silence. He 
then pointed toward the shoreline a few 
yards ahead. I had expected to see deer or 
perhaps one of the huge turtles that lived 
in that area or some other fauna. However, 
there in the afternoon sunshine where three 
lovely young ladies sunning themselves in 
their nicely-tailored birthday suits. 

Now I have long maintained that partic- 
ular region has some of.the most beautiful 
scenery on the planet but this far exceeded 
all expectations and caught me completely 
off guard. One must consider that the date 
was in the early 1950s and this was a most 
rare event indeed. 

At that moment, my vocal cords escaped 
control and began to emit rather odd sounds. 
GGGAAAAHHHHH..... GGGAAAHH- 
HHH I was able to regain control in only 
two or three seconds. However, at the 
first sound, the heads of all three girls 
popped up as one, looking directly at the 
intruding canoe. Again those pesky vocal 
cords broke loose. AAAHHHEEEUUU.... 
AAAHHHEEEUUU. This time however, 
I was much more quickly back in control 
by biting down hard on my tongue so that 
it would stop flapping against the roof of 
my mouth. 

None the less, again as one, the girls 
casually picked up their towels and in 
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a dignified lunge, darted behind some 
nearby brush, moving at about warp factor 
4.2. A few moments later, a very angry 
feminine voice pierced the quietness of 
the afternoon. “I KNOW WHO YOU 
AREJIMMY KEIGHTLEY ANDI AM 
GONNA TELL YOUR DAD.” 

At this moment, I turned around to check 
my partner in the stern of the canoe. At first 
glance, I thought he had gotten something 
stuck in his throat like maybe his canoe 
paddle. He was slumped forward gesturing 
in my direction while emitting what I took 
to be gasps. Turns out that he was laughing 
hysterically at my discomfiture. 

As we paddled away, I was really 
shaken by the threat to tell my dad. It then 
occurred to me that my dad had a most 
wonderful sense of humor and would see 
this as a huge joke not to mention the fact 
that I was not the one who was in violation 
of the standards of conduct for the era. 

After returning to the dock from our 
outing to scout the Field Day site, my part- 
ner was overcome by the need to share the 
adventure leaving out nothing that would 
add to my discomfort. Further, you can rest 
assured that was by no means the end. My 
reaction was fodder for hours of ridicule in 
the weeks ahead. 

Eventually, I was big enough about the 
incident to forgive this friend but it took 
about 30 years. 

I did have a bit of “get even” on Field Day 
itself. The site that my friend had chosen 
was a huge pile of sawdust left behind from 
a large construction project. The lake was 
up a bit and had turned the pile into an 
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Jim Keightley, K7NPS, busy at his home station. 


island. It had rained a few times and the 
sawdust was very compacted and easy to 


‘walk upon. As I approached in my own 


motorboat on field day morning, I could 
see the canoe was already there and it 
seemed that he was pretty well set up. As 
I got neater, I was treated to the spectacle 
of him frantically pouring buckets of water 
on the campfire that had now multiplied 
itself to about 5 feet in diameter. I can 
assure you that I took pictures with my 
trusty Brownie Hawkeye. 

We strung a long wire from the tiny 
island to the shore and Dad came out to 
visit and brought a drop cord long enough 
to have the generator on shore while we 
had the relative quietness of the island for 
operation. The Johnson Viking and the 
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Matchbox worked great. We used a Hal- 
licrafters SX-24 to receive. I logged and 
duped while my friend operated. We hada 
great Field Day, although it got pretty cold 
overnight without a campfire. 

I never heard any more from him about 
the canoeing incident and I never heard any 
more from the threat that was made by the 
girls. I can’t recall exactly who two of those 
girls were but I am pretty sure of the third. 
Maybe at the next class reunion, (they were 
indeed high school classmates) I will just 
drop a question on her and see how she 
reacts now that we are in our “seasoned 
citizen” years. Maybe I will see someone 
else’s face turn red. 

Hope to see you on the low.end of 
the band. © 
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reader asks, “I wonder about the 

A iene of automatic tuners. 

Do they do as well efficiency- 

wise as the old classical big old coils and 
variable capacitors?” 

The really big old coils were not in 
tuners but in the plate circuit of the 
transmitter which, in many cases, went 
directly to the antenna. The transmit- 
ter coils were in open racks with little 
shielding. This was before TVI. 

Kurt’s transmitter had plug-in coils 
about 4 inches diameter and about 6 
inches long. There was a variable link 
inside the coil to connect the antenna. 
The Q of these coils ran between 250 
and 350. To change bands you changed 
coils; there were no bandswitches. The 
efficiency was very good. 

Later when coaxial cable and antenna 
tuners came into use miniaturization 
had started. The coil in the well-known 


Tuners 


Kurt N. Sterba 


Johnson Matchbox was a rotary inductor 
about the same as used in present-day 
tuners. The enclosure though was about 
12 inches high. This allowed the coil to 
be separated from the chassis by at least 
its diameter. This would ensure good coil 
Q. Since the major losses are in the coils 
the Q, or quality factor, of the coil is a 
good clue to efficiency. 

Nowadays almost all tuners are made 
somewhat smaller so the coils are not 
spaced from the enclosure as much. A 
British Ham ran some tests on a number 
of manually operated commercial tuners 
and found them to be pretty efficient 
except on the 10-meter band where 10 
to 20 percent of the power was lost in 
the tuner. 

Most of these had air-wound coils. It 
is possible to use iron powder coil cores. 
You can get Qs of 150 to over 200 with 
these. The advantage is that they are 
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insensitive to nearby metal thus allowing — 
more compact tuners without sacrifice of 
efficiency. The automatic tuners have an 
additional advantage by using remotely 
operated relays for the switching. This 
can cut down the lead lengths and capaci- 
tance that plague the conventional tuner 
on the higher frequency bands. 

So are the automatic tuners as efficient 
as the old-time large coil, large enclosure 
tuners? Probably very close. With proper 
engineering and using the new materials 
available they should be comparable. Of 
course there are some manufacturers 
who don't know what they are doing but 
most turn out well-engineered products. 
Kurt would not hesitate to use an auto- 
matic tuner. 


Receive Tuner 

In a recent column Krusty Olde Kurt 
talked about the use of an antenna 
tuner with a receiver. He explained that 
it could increase the signal level at the 
receiver. This is helpful when signals 
are weak. Otherwise you really don't 
need a tuner. 

An alert reader, NIJDU, pointed out 
that Kurt forgot one other advantage 
of the tuner. “A tuner will increase the 
received voltage of the ‘tuned’ signal. It 
will also ‘reduce’ the received voltage 
of those signals outside the tuner's band- 
pass. This can help a receiver with poor 
selectivity.” Kurt will add: This can be 
very helpful when there are strong local 
signals off-frequency. 


Inverted “V" 


In a recent column Kurt stated that 
the plain old dipole had an efficiency of 
nearly 100%. That is, you put 100 watts 
into a dipole and, if is well designed with 
big enough wire for the RF current, you'll 
get 98 to 99 watts out. A reader wants 
to know how an Inverted V compares © 
in efficiency. 

Well, an inverted V is just a bent dipole 
so there should be little or no difference 
in efficiency. The radiation pattern is 
slightly different from a dipole’s and 


the feedpoint impedance a bit lower thus 
giving a closer match to 50-ohm coaxial 
cable. The real reason for the existence 
of the Inverted V is that is requires just 
one support instead of two for the dipole. 
Also the support is right in the middle so 


it supports the weight of the balun and 


_ the feedline. 


The V has a vertical component in its 
radiation and so is more susceptible to 
picking up local noise. Most man-made 


- noise is vertically polarized. Whether 


this makes any difference depends on 
your local situation. The prime consid- 
eration is that only one high support is 
needed to install the Inverted V. 


Copperweld 


Last year Krusty Olde Kurt complained 
that copperweld is prone to rusting due to 
pinholes in the copper. N8UG disagrees. 
“Surely you have seen some of the old 
telephone wire still hanging from rotting 
telephone poles all over the West. They 
were all copper-clad steel and most all 
40% conductivity. The old copperweld 


_is often green or black from the air, but 


as good as the day it was made back in 
the early 1900s and before. The pinholed 
wire that Kurt and his reader used may 
have been low conductivity copperweld, 
less than 30%. There is a lot of that out 
there for electric fence, telephone drop 
cable, etc. from | to 19% conductivity and 
some of it shows up in our flea markets. 
The real McCoy does not pinhole in any 
natural atmosphere.” 
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N8UG most likely is right. Kurt’s bad 
experience was long ago and the wire 
was from an unknown source. This same 
problem is appearing in coaxial cable. 
Back when coax first became popular 
with hams the cable was war surplus or 
new cable made to military specifica- 
tions. So the cable was uniform and 
worked well. 

Nowadays a lot of cable marked RG-8 
or RG-58 or other military specifications 
does not meet the specifications. Belden 
is upfront on this. They list an RG-8U 
cable meeting MIL-C-170 and several 
other cables that do not. These are listed 
as “RG-8U Type.” They differ in strand- 
ing and dielectric. Other manufacturers 
may not be so upfront about this. Cables 
labeled RG-8U may not really meet the 
specifications. This doesn’t mean that 
the cables are not useful. They are just 
different. For example: A friend bought 
some ferrite beads to put on his RG-58 
cable to make a choke balun. When he 
tried to put them on they wouldn’t fit. It 
turns out that the cable insulation was 
about 1/4" outer diameter. The beads 
were to fit over true RG-58 cable, which 
is 0;195° Q:D. 

In most cases the changes do not affect 
you unless it is something like’ poor 
shield braid or lossy insulation. Just buy 
your coax and your copperweld from a 
known reputable source. 

— Have a question for the Krusty one? 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll gi it 
to Kurt. -~ © 
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) CONTEST CALENDAR 


Notice: The contest calendar columnist assumes no responsibilty for incorrect information. Information offered is as accurate as can be made with the resources 


Rick McCusker, WF6O, 5699 Time Court, - 


Sacramento, CA 95824-2062 or by e-mail to: rickmccusker@sbeglobal.net. Information must be received no later than two months before the issue date: ie., if your contest 


available. If you or your organization is sponsoring a contest and would like it listed on this page, please send information to. 


ion posted 


informat 


'y. Late entries will not be listed! Contest calendar columnist reserves the right to choose the 
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Alabama — 


Montgomery Amateur Radio Club Hamfest will 
be held Saturday, 10 Nov 2007, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
Garrett Coliseum at South Alabama State Fairgrounds, 
1555 Federal Dr. Admission $6. Tables $15 for first, 
$10 each additional, $15 at door. Flea market, com- 
puter show, RC airplane demonstrations and swap fest, 

_vendors, exhibits, technical forums, and VE sessions 
at 8 a.m. Site is handicapped accessible and parking 


is free. Tailgaters welcome. Talk-in 146.84, D STAR © 


146.92. For RV parking, contact Coliseum Office, 
334/242-5597. For table reservations, contact Phil 
Salley, K4PO, 7173 Timbermill Dr., Montgomery, AL 
36117-7405; 334/396-8369; hamfest@w4ap.org. For 
all other inquiries, contact Rik Doll, KU4PY; 334/277- 
0864; ku4py@arrl.net; hamfest.w4ap.org 


Illinois 

Central Illinois/St. Louis Area Amateur Tele- 
vision Club Banquet will be held Sunday, 11 Nov 
2007 at the Ariston Restaurant, Litchfield, Illinois. A 
get-acquainted hour at 4 p.m., dinner at 5 p.m. Awards 
will be presented following the, meal, including the 
club’s annual ATV Operator of the Year plaque. There 
will be a small area for swap and sale items. Contact 
Scott Millick, K9SM, 222 N. Jackson St., Litchfield, II 
62056; 217/324-2412; smillick@wamusa.com 


Indiana 


Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society, 
Inc. Fort Wayne Hamfest and Computer Expo will be 
held 17-18 Nov 2007 at the Allen County War Memo- 
rial Coliseum, corner of Indiana 930 (Coliseum Blvd.) 
and Parnell Ave., Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Vendor set-up Friday evening and Saturday 


Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald 


Stu Rockafellow Amateur Radio Society will 
operate Special Event stations N8F and K8F 1700Z 
01 Nov to 1700Z 05 Nov 2007 from Whitefish Point, 
Michigan in remembrance of the Edmund Fitzgerald. 
Operating frequencies 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, and 
18.160 MHz. For certificate, send 9" x 12" SASE to 
Richard Barker, W8VS, 264 N. East St., Brighton, 
MI 48116; w8vs@arrl.net; 810/229-6996; www. 
qsl.net/w8njh 

Stillwater Amateur Radio Association (SARA) 
will operate Special Event station WOJH 2100Z 02 
Nov to 1900Z 05 Nov 2007 from Split Rock Light- 
house (ARLHS USA 783) in Minnesota. Operating 
frequencies SSB: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, and 21.360 
MHz and PSK 14.070 MHz. For certificate, send 
SASE to SARA, W@JH, 1618 West Pine St., Still- 
water, MN 55082; www.radioham.org 

Livonia Amateur Radio Club will operate Special 
Event station W8F 1500Z - 2000 UTC 03 Noy 2007 
from the Dossin Great Lakes Museum on Belle Isle 
in Detroit, Michigan. Operating frequencies in the 
10, 15, 20, 40, and 80-meter bands. For certificate, 
send SASE to Livonia ARC, P.O. Box 51532, Livonia, 
MI 48151-5532; livoniaarc.5gbfree.com 


Muskegon County EMCOM Center 

Muskegon County Emergency Communications 
Service, Inc., will operate Special Event station 
K8WNJ 0900 - 2100 EDT 03 Nov 07 to celebrate the 
completion of the new Muskegon County EMCOM 


_ Center. 


Operating frequencies on 7.267, 14.267, and 
146.820 MHz. For certificate, send SASE to Jim 
‘Duram, K8COP, Muskegon Co. Emergency Commu- 


/ 


morning. Admission $6 for either day or $4 for Sunday 
only at the door. Children 11 and under free when 
accompanied by an adult. Parking $4. Commercial 
and flea market tables (133,000 sq. ft.) under one roof, 
containing both new and used radio, computer, and 
general electronics items. Advance table reservations 
required; no table sales at the door. Forums, meetings, 
and VE testing on Saturday. Talk-in 146.88(-). For 
additional information, 260/579-2196, leave messages 
or SASE to AC-ARTS/Fort Wayne Hamfest, P.O. Box 
10342, Fort Wayne, IN 46851-0342 or visit www. 
fortwaynehamfest.com 


lowa 


Davenport Radio Amateur Club Hamfest/ 
Computer Show will be held Sunday, 04 Nov 2007, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. ‘at the Davenport Clarion Hotel (formerly 
the Holiday Inn), 5202 N. Brady St., Davenport, IA 
52806-3940 (one mile south of I-80 on US 61). Adv. 
tickets $6, $7 at the door, under 12 free. Free parking. 
Talk-in 146.28/88. Tickets/Tables: SASE to Bill Bolton, 
WBQ@BBM, 28755 Utica Ridge Road, Long Grove, 
IA 52756; 563/285-4324; wbhObbm@arrl.net; www. 
arcsupport.com/drac/hamfest.himl 


Kentucky 


Central Kentucky Amateur Radio Society 
Hamfest will be held 10 Nov 2007, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
Madison County Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #47, 
5095 Atwood Dr., Richmond, KY (three miles from 
I-75 Exit 90). Admission $5, tables $10. All indoor 
event. Vendors, flea market, and VE testing. Talk-in 
145.370(-) PL 192.8. Contact Mike Rogers, KE4ISW, 
144 Allen Douglas Dr., Richmond, KY 40475; 859/624- 
9156; ke4isw@arrl.net; www.qsl.net/ckars/hamfest 


nications Service, Inc. 1611 E. Oak Ave., Muskegon, 
MI 49442; k8cop@arrl.net 


Veteran’s Day 


The Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club and the 
USS Kidd Amateur Radio Club will hold Special 
Event 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. CST/CDT 11 Nov 2007 to 
commemorate Veteran’s Day. Operating frequencies 
will be inside the General Class bands. Band actiy- 
ity will most likely be 20 Meters around 14.250 to 
14.320. Other bands possible. CW activity will be 
near QRP calling frequencies: 7040, 10106, 14060, 
21060, and 28060. For QSL card, send SASE size 10 
or larger to USS Kidd Amateur Radio Club, WSKID, 
c/o USS Kidd Museum, 305 S. River Rd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802. 

Michigan Amateur Radio Alliance will operate 
Special Event station W8USA 1300 - 1930 UTC 11 


HamCall™ CD-ROM 


The HamCall CD-ROM contains over 1,800,000 US and 
world wide callsigns, all on one CD-ROM. 

We produce a new HamCall CD 

every month! This means that 

whenever you buy HamCall, you won't 

be buying a CD that's out-of-date! You 

also get a HamCall.NET password that 


will let you download 6 FREE monthly 

updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 

won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


FSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcall.net/haminfo.html 
800-282-5628 


Oklahoma 


Enid Hamfest Group Hamfest will be held 03 
Nov 2007. Doors open 8 a.m. $2 entrance fee. Tables 
$1 (per 4'), Free Parking. Free donuts and coffee in 
a.m; free hotdogs and soda for lunch. WSYI VE 
testing. Contact Tom Worth; 580/233-8473; enid- 
hamfest@yahoo.com; www.enidhamfest.com 


Pennsylvania 


Washington Amateur Communications 
Hamfest will be held Sunday, 04 Nov 2007, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Washington County Fairgrounds, 2151 
N. Main St., Washington, PA. Vendor set-up 6 a.m. 
Admission $5. VE testing 10 a.m. Free coffee all 
day. Breakfast and lunch available. Advance ticket 
sales, vendor interest, contact Ed Oelschlager, 
N3ZNI, 60 Carl Ave., B-2, Eighty Four, PA 15330; 
724/986-9271; n3zni@arrl.net; www.wacomarc. 
org 


South Carolina 


Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club Beachfest 
2007 will be held Saturday, 10 Nov 2007 at the 
Conway National Guard Armory, 1621 16th Ave., 
Conway, SC (10 miles from Myrtle Beach). At door 
admission $6, advance tickets $5, children under 12 
free. Inside vendor tables $10 each, outside tailgat- 
ing $5 per spot. Handicap access. VE testing 10 a.m. 
Talk-in 145.110 MHz. Free parking. Contact Ralph 
Lambert, KI4NJZ; ki4njz@w4gs.org or Jim Roble, 
N4GSA; n4gsa@w4gs.org or VE testing: Clayton 
Brantley, W3ZD; w3zd@w4gs.org 


a 
ss 


Nov 2007 at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans 
in Michigan. Operating frequencies 7.275, 7.045 - 
14.290, 14.045 - 21.280, and 21.045. Certificate $2. 
For QSL, send SASE to Michigan AR Alliance, P. 
O. Box 670, Comstock Park, MI 49321-0670; www. 
w8usa.org 


Santa Parade 


Peoria-Area Amateur Radio Club will operate 
Special Event station W9UVI 1500Z 23 Nov to 
0300Z 24 Nov 2007 to celebrate the 120th annual 
continuously-run Santa Parade in Peoria, Illinois. 
David Persall; 309/635-7753; d_lpears@earthlink. 
net; www.w9uvi.org 


New Clubhouse Golden Anniversary 


Steel City Amateur Radio Club will operate 
Special Event station W3KWH 1400Z - 2300Z 
24-25 Nov 2007 to celebrate 50 years in their new 
clubhouse. Operating frequencies 21.350, 14.250, 
7.250, and 3.850. No SASE needed. Your QSL 
card request will get you the certificate package. 
N.S. Firestone, W3SVJ; w3svj@libcom.com; www. 
w3kwh.com 


10-10 Nets 


10-10 International Net, Inc. will operate Special 
Event station W6OI 0000 - 2400 UTC 24-25 Nov 
2007 operating from all ten U.S. call areas. Anyone 
working all call areas receives a free certificate. 
Special Event QSL cards are available for working 
individual stations. Work stations between 28.340 
and 28.400 MHz or on PSK at 28.120 MHz. For QSL 
cards and certificate, send to Jack Moore, K5CC, 
371 Ridge Creek Ln, Bulverde, TX 78163; 830/885- 
2194; kScc@gvic.com; www.10-10.org 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those’ 


VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


; ; 
examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone — 
number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at : 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
p/r=pre-register only—no wi/i 


City Date 
Alabama 

Birmingham first Sun 
Arizona 

Mesa third Mon 
Yuma second Sat 
Arkansas 

Harrison second Sat 
California 

Fresno 11/17/07 
Highland 11/17/07 
Lake Isabella second Sat 
Loma Linda 11/15/07 
Long Beach third Sat 
Manteca/Tracy _ fourth Sat 
Napa 11/11/07 
Redondo Beach 11/24/07 
Redwood City 11/17/07 
Sacramento Hotline! 
San Pedro fourth Sun 
San Pedro second Sun 
Santa Rosa Hotline! 
Sebastopol Hotline! 
Stockton 11/17/07 
Sunnyvale 11/10/07 
Connecticut 
Portland 11/20/07 
Florida 

Melbourne * first Sat 
North Port Call 
Sanford fourth Sat 
St. Petersburg Call!! 
Hawaii 

Oahu TBD Call 
Illinois 

Bolingbrook third Sat 
Burr Ridge Anyday! 
Oakforest 11/10/07 
Roselle second Tues 
Indiana 

South Bend third Mon 
lowa 

Des Moines 11/18/07 
Muscatine 11/10/07 
Vinton 11/22/07 
Vinton third Thurs 
Kansas 

Salina second Wed 
Louisiana 

Lafayette first Thurs 
Maryland 

Laurel 11/17/07 
Owings Mills 11/03/07 
Massachusettes 
Brookline second Mon 
Gloucester second Sun 
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Contact Notes 


Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 


Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net 
Beverly, KB7ROB, 928/342-9460 


wii 
p/r 


Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 


Charles, W6DPD, 559/431-2038 w/i pref. 
Ed Slaughter, WU6I, 

909/864-0155, WU6I @arrl.net wii or p/r 
Mike, KA6ILYS, 760/378-1028 p/r or wii 
Sam, AD6UE, 909/796-2996, ad6ue @arrl.net 

Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r 
David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfl@arrl.net p/r 

Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276 wii 


Scott, K6PYP, 310/459-0337, kopypy @arrl.net 
Al, WB6IMX, 408/255-9000, wb6imx @worldnet.att.net, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 
916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 

United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA, w6aj@arrl.net, 
k6aa@arrl.net or w6hb@arrl.net ; p/r 
United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA, w6aj@arrl.net, 


k6aa@arrl.net or w6hb@arrl.net p/r 
Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i ok 
Recording, 707/579-9608 

Mike Zane, N6ZW, 

209/369-0859, n6zw @arrl.net pir 


Gordon, W6NW, 408/255-9000, sv@amateur-radio.org, 


www.amateur-radio.org wii 
Paul, K1PL, 860/635-1742, kl p!@arrl.net wii ok 
John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 wii ok 
Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 
James Williams, N4ZKT, 

407/333-4245, n4zkt@bellsouth.net w/i ok 
Connie, K4TBZ, ; 
727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com w/i pref. 
Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 

808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com p/r 
Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok 
Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, . 
630/986-0061 p/r 

Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 

708/687-5057, aa9by @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Sam, W9SFB, 630/894-0708 w/i ok 
Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 

Dan Miller, KCOFRL, 515/285-7981 home, 
515/491-0186 cell, keOfrl @arrl.net wii 
Mike, KB@TFT, 563/262-8790, 

563/260-0531, kbOtft@machlink.com p/r pref. 


Al Hammond, kOhwe@inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. 


Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. 
Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, 

n0obm @arrl.net, 785/823-6560 w/i or p/r 
Acadiana Amateur Radio Assoc,,. ; 

Danny Griffith, KSARH, kSarh@w5ddl.org wii pref. 
Laurel ARC Club, John Creel, WBGXW, 

301/572-5124, wb3 gxw @arrl.net wii 


Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Rusty Schaefer, N3WKE, 


n3wke@arrl,net, www.baltarc.com wii pref. 
Dick Doherty, KAITUZ, 617/527-2968, . 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i ok 


Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


w/i=walk-in only 
wii pref.=w/i kat to p/r 


City Date Contact Notes 
Michigan 
Battle Creek fourth Thurs Richard Holcomb, K8IWX, 

dickshlen@sbcglobal.net wii 
Howell second Tues James Kvochick, WB8AZP, 

, 810/220-2098, wb8azp @arrl.net p/r pref. 

Minnesota 
Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA@arrl.net __ p/r pref. 
Mississippi 
Harrison County _ first Sat Don, WSDIW, 

228/868-5670, donw5djw @bellsouth.net wii ok 


Missouri 

Camdebton second Wed 
Fulton 11/14/07 
Nevada 

Minden 11/17/07 
New Jersey 

Toms River 11/10/07 
Wilslow fouth Tues 
New York 

Yonkers 11/4/07 
Ohio 

Cincinnati first Sat 
Independence 11/11/07 
Sandusky 11/20/07 
Oregon 

Astoria Call!! 
Bend Wedensdays 
Dallas 11/10/07 
Eugene 11/14/07 
Hillsboro 11/03/07 
Lincoln City 11/03/07 
McMinnville Call! 
Sisters Call!! 
Tigard Call!! 
Pennsylvania 

Erie second Sat 
Landsdale 11/13/07 


Puerto Rico 


San Juan last Sat 
South Carolina 
Charleston third Wed 
Goose Creek 11/21/07 
Texas 

Irving third Sat 
Washington 

Everett fourth Sat 
Vancouver Hotline! 
Wisconsin 

Madison first Sat 
Racine first Sat 
Sheboygan 11/10/07 


Lake of Ozark, www.loarc.com 
KS@M, whiter26@sbcglobal.net, 
http://callaway.county.missouri.net 


- George, WW7E, 775/265-4278, ww7e@artl.net, 


guebele@pyramid.net wii pref. 
Bill Haldane, AC2F, 732/240-7064 and 
Larry Puccio, K2QDY, 732/349-2950 p/r pref. 
Mark, K2AX, 609/820-1523, jtra@comeast.net 
Emily Maytan, AC2V, 914/237-5589 D wii ok 
Dale, KC8HIJL, 513/769-0789 p/r pref. 
Gary, NI8Z, 216/642-8705, gdewey@en.com _p/r pref. 
Luther Gantz, N8HC, 
419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net wi/i pref. 
AA7OA, 503/338-3333 ’ ' p/r 
Joe, K7SQ — 541/385-3152 pir 
Bob Peschka, K7QXG, 503-831-1455 wii ok 
Riley, W7RIL, 541/345-2407, w7ril@artl.net _p/t pref. 
Carl, WS6L, ws71@arrl.net, 503/629-5796 p/r pref. 
Carl Somdahl, W7LI, 
503/965-7575, w7li@arrl.net pir 
Mike, AB7BR, 503/857-0468 wii ok 
Dave, N7TYO, 541/549-7831 pir 

. John, KS@F, 503/626-7399 pir 
Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www. wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us p/r pref. 


Elmer L. Allen Jr., 215/257-2009, k3Inv@cs.com & 


Olaf Markert, 610/689-8350, w3pa@artl.net _ p/r 
Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @prarl.org wii 
Robert Johnson, ae4rj@amsat.org, ; 
www.qsl.net/wa4usn/ wii 
Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 

ae4rj @amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org pir 
Doyle Taylor, ADSKE, { 
972/579-9089, www.irvingarc.org w/i ok 


, 


Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn.com, 
www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitinger, W7MGG, 
425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com ~ 

CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org — 


p/r or wii 
wii ok 


Carolyn, NQ9A, 608/246-0225, aor wii 
Robert, KB9ZAF, 


262/637-6588, kb9zaf@arrl.net wii pref. 
Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9jx@arrl.net, 
or kd9tz, 920/565-2672 p/r pref. 


— NEW PRODUCTS @ 


Information in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio 
readers with new products on the market. 


SOS Titanic 


While on a three-month world 
crufise last winter, I stopped off at 
Tasmania to visit my old friend, Jim 
Davis, VK7OW, whom | last visited 
three years ago. Jim has a garage 
full of radio relics, some dating back 
almost a century. He had me listen to 
an original mechanical recording of 
Al Jolson singing “Mamee” and later 
played a cassette copy of the Titanic 
SOS message. Several VKs have 
copies, but in my 70-some years in 
‘Ham Radio, I never heard of it, so 
I suspect it never had widespread 
distribution. 

Jim is now 92, so I asked him what 
plans he had for the preservation of 
this goldmine of gear. I was fearful 
that much of this treasure might end 
up in the landfill, so | had him make 


me a copy of the Titanic message to 
make sure this rare piece of radio 
history is not lost. 

A number of friends who heard 
the recording wanted copies, so I 
decided to create the CD along with 
some commentary. Let me stress 
this is not a money-making get-rich 
scheme. I travel too much and have 
no desire to be tied down to even a 
small business. I estimated costs, 
not counting my time and came up 
with a quantity of 200, at which I 
might break even costwise selling 
the CDs at $12.00. When these are 
sold the project is SK. 

CDs are available for $12 (cash, 
check or Money Order) from JACK 
NAJORK, WSFG, 2517 State Hwy. 
31, Hubbard, TX 76648. 
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Real Hams Do Code 


I 
I 
1 Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster IIL. 
1 Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) 

: CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— 
i 

I 


FL add$210tax. g90-425-2552 


www.success-is-easy.com 
' success Easy * 160 W. Camino Real, Ste. 128 Boca Raton, FL 33432 5 


MARS, RACES, SKYWARN, CD, 
PATCHES, DECALS, CAPS 


Custom Name — Call Caps & more. 
Visit our new updated website 


for all product info and prices. 


CAPS, Unlimited ¢ (972) 496-6036 
P.O. Box 460118A ¢ Garland, TX 75046 
e-mail: k5hgl@verizon.net 

www.skywarnsupply.com 


www.CircuitSpecialists.com 
Powerful on-line source for your quality 
electronic equipment & supplies. 
Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon- 
ductor devices & inductors to computer 
boards, data acqulsition, test equipment, 
small CCD cameras & much, much, more! 
ens Circuit Specialists, Inc. 
Spoei list? 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 


D Since1971 FAX 480-464-5824 
220 S. Country Club Dr., #2 * Mesa, AZ 85210 


Tired of shopping? 
Buy something ftom one of our 
WorldRadio advertisers! 
They're just 9 phone call away. 


SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE 
for the shack computer 


LOGic 8 logging 
TRX-Manager 4 tig control 
: Interfaces and cables 


hosenose.com 


23 Center Dr, Auburn. GA 36 + 770-207-15 


Since 1974 Your Factory — 
AUTHORIZED GRGPRER DISTRIBUTOR 


115 BELLARMINE, ROCHESTER, MI 48309 
Toll Free; 800-521-2333 Fax: 248-375-0121 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 


Wayne Carroll, W4MPY 
P. O. Box 73 
Monetta, SC 29105-0073 
Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 
URL: http://www.qsiman.com 
Email: w4mpy @qsiman.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


xy) THE MART 


WorldRadio Mart | 4 


Buy - Trade - Seil 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective client§can contact 
you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: os VS MC, AmEx) 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears-on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tpl/lrs@patmedia. 
net. 6-1107 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 1107 


CHEAP QSLS. Quality QSL cards at affordable 
prices. Example single side printing black ink 
$9.99 per 100 + shipping. Free e-mailed proof 
of your card before we print. Super fast delivery, 
most orders shipped within five days of your 
order. We don’t want all the QSL business, just 
yours! www.cheapgqsls.com, 1273 Green Haven 
Dr., Oakdale, CA., 95361; 209/847-6744. 
807-108 
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WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 


24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 107-108 
BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


SUCCESSFUL QSLing! Use foreign airmail 
postage, European nesting airmail envelopes. 
Monthly specials! PLUM DX, 12 Glenn Rd., 
Flemington, NJ 08822. e-mail: plumdx@msn. 
com. 807-108 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST!/73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
WO6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, CA 
93535-1802. FOO 


IS YOUR RADIO SICK? We service all types 
of radio; low band, VHF, 222 and UHF, 900 
MHz, Citizens Band radio, GMRS, marine radio, 
aircraft radio, and shortwave. CookTowersInc@ 
aol.com or toll free 877/992-2665. 9-1107 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RADIO 


‘ NETWORKS BOOK. Description and free 


excerpt available at www.k3sgus or email 
hugh@k3ss.us. K3SS, 13891 Chelmsford Dr. — 
Apt. 303, Gainesville, VA 20155-9132; 703/743- 
1861. ' 1107 


LINEARCNC.COM: Add the power of com-, 
puting to your Dream! Build Your own CNC. 
router. Make circuit boards. Cut} brass, wood, 
plastic. Stepper motors, linear stepper drive kits, 
radio separation kits, DDRR ant@ina 4-magnet 
mounts, etc. N3GUC@yahoo.@m; 412/537- 
2439, 108 W. Sutter Rd., Glenshaw, PA 15116. 

“4 1107 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmiting, receiving, 
military obsolete...all types. Lage inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTROWICS, P.O. Box 
822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/896- 
8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; e-mail: 
daily@worldaccessnet.com; Website: www. 
dailyelectronics.net. 807-808 


LOOKING GREAT ON THEWALL behind 
your equipment. SHERYL WYAaTT, P.O. Box 
84, Tyler, MN. 56178; www.hdnradioprints. 
com. . 807-808 


SMART BATTERY CHARGERS: 5A model 
for larger deep cycle down t) 1/4A model 
for sthaller QRP lead acid batteries, www. 
a-aengineering.com. A & A ENGINEERING, 
2521 W. LaPalma, Unit K, Anahém, CA 92801; 
714/952-2114 906-208 


BLISS VACATION STUDIO, tautiful views, 
antenna farm, ham station accesgsouthwestern 
Colorado. Weekly rate. Angelie Biss (KB@YSI), 
31345 Hwy. 184 Dolores, CO 8823; angelie@ 
bliss.org. 10-1207 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR-7/TRIA/R-7/R-7A 
SERVICE KIT. Includes 13 Efender Boards 
and Digital Jumper Card. $64. 10includes post- 
age. See hitp://pweb.amerion.comw/avk. BOB, 
W7AVK, 5581 Panorama DrivesMoses Lake, 
WA 98837, w7avk@arrl.net, 509/66-7277. . 

1107 


FOR SALE: SWAN 700 CX X@R W/117XC 
PS/SPKR and SWAN VFO 50@w/Shure 444 
mic $300.00. Also YAESU Didm XCVR 
(parts only) $40.00 and YAESUSP901 SPK / 
FP $50.00 and YAESU ANT/TUFC 901 SOOW 


$175.00. 1107 
WANTED: C.B. Matchbox 429-49. Contact 
RICHARD, 7139 Hardy St., Ove’ d Park, KS 
66204. — 1107 


e AERIAL byt lurt. N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 


lowest — ee available forall” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 

+ $3.00 s/h ($5. 0) for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 

¢ SIX METERS,\ GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 
WB2AMU — 
A labor of love byhe author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for ie causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. ($00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 

¢ THE EASY WAYHF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published ir1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accunulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, ad covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
section on 160MSoftcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
tax. 

¢ INSIDE AMATEIR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ 
Interviews with tt people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that itis. A collection 
of short stories ad anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and heart- 
warming tales, atold by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of someone 
who truly knew shat it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham shack 
coffee table. 93 p, $9.00 + $3.00 shippingand handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) 
CA residents add).70 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 

digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT,” “Aerials III,” 

* and aninterview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
| ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


~nanetimmen © WorldRadio ’00 CD 
Word Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax. 


° WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


Send me the followng 1tems 


Inside Amateur Basia 


sgH chided $3.00 for the first bode toan Gives & 
$1,00/book for ton books. $6.00 ) ming, $2.00 CD, > 00 pian. 


rldRadio Books, etc. 


« WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for Amateur Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

« BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 
“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8. 00+ $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 

¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


¢ What does the fash- * Guaranteed to make your 


ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes witha 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


¢ THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 
sented in Bob’s own inim- 
itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 


beverage taste better! 
WorldRadiqa MUG is a 
cobalt blue 1l-oz. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ Kurt N. Sterba Cap 
Impress your friends with 
your sparkling white Kurt 


+N. Sterba cap. Adorned on 


the front with an antenna 
array pattern, this adjust- 
able-band cap now sells 
for the reasonable price 
of $7.00 + $2.00 S&H. CA 
residents please add $.54 
for Arnold’s trust fund. 


VHS only 


Would you like speedy, personal attention? 
Call WorldRadio — 916/457-3655 


eocccccccoceee Send your order to eeeeeseececcce 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 


OWVISA OMasterCard CAmerican Express 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Signature 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP - 


Hurricane Felix 


O? Tuesday evening, 04 Sep 2007, 
the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) 
secured operations on 14.325 MHz after 
more than 20 hours of operation with 
Hurricane Felix. Initially commencing 
operation on Sunday evening, 02 Sep, 
HWN gathered names, calls, and spe- 
cific locations of stations that would be 
able to report real-time weather condi- 
tions in the affected area and forwarded 
them to the National Hurricane Center 
in Miami. Getting this information 
beforehand ensured accurate reporting 
of a station’s location when the storm 
actually arrived. 

Two of the regular Net Control Sta- 
tions — Herman Cueva, HRICP, in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, and Hector 
Godoy, HR3HGB, in La Ceiba, Hondu- 
ras, felt direct effects of the storm, but 
remained on the air available to help. 

In addition to getting real-time 
reports of conditions in the affected 
area, the HWN also put out advisories 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818- 9490 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


| 


in English and Spanish so that stations 
in the area of Felix’s path could know 
what to expect. These reports were 
often relayed to the local authorities and 
media since oftentimes HWN was the 
only source of information; all power, 
telephone, and Internet were down. 
Butch Pieniek, NC4G (ex-WB4CKO), 
put in long hours sending out advisories 
in Spanish. 

HWN normally commences opera- 
tion when a hurricane comes within 
300 miles of shore or at the request of 
the NHC. It operates with designated 
Net Controllers who are experienced 
in taking these specific reports, net 


operations, and especially working with | 


the NHC in Miami. HWN provides the 
latest storm advisories in English and 
Spanish to those in the path of storms. 
HWN is a directed Net and requests that 


* non-member stations not in the affected 


area refrain from transmitting unless 
requested to do so by Net Control. 


orldRadio 


pre CI 
BD affi 


A clear frequency is 
since reporting stations in t 
area(s) may be using te I. / or 
makeshift antennas, battery power, or 
operating under conditions ‘that don’ 
allow the transmission of a easonably 
strong signal. 

The VoIP Hurricane Net) was ative 
from 0800 UTC, standing down at 0000 
UTC Tuesday, 04 Sep, to gather ree 
for WX4NHC, the Amateut Radio sta- 


tion at the National Hurricane Center. — 
The President of Honduras lauded 
Amateur Radio on the Voice of Hon- 


duras radio station: “Thé President 
of Honduras, Senor Manuel Zelaya 
Rosales, says thanks to the tommunity 
of radio Hams for the aid.” Andoni 
Axpe Soto, EBIFGO, anda team of 
translators from the International Radio » 
Emergency Support Coalition (IRESC) 
brought this news to the/VoIP Hur- 
ricane Net. 4 
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